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¶ Cd tull deuout and goltely trealyſe of the Jmyta 
cion and folowynge the bleſſed Lyle of oure moſte 
mercyfull Saupoure criſte: compyles in Laten by 
the right wozſhypfull Doctoz Mayſter Johñ Ger 
ſomand tranllate into Englyſſhe: The pere or our 
loꝛde. M. D. ii. By mayſter wyllyan Atbynſon Bo 
cto2 of diuinite:at the ſpecyall requeſt and coinaun 
dement of the full excellent Pꝛynceſſe Margarete 
moderto our DoueraynelozdeKynge Henry the. 
vll. and Counteſſe of Rychemo = and Derby. 
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The.t-chaptf. _ i 
¶ Hert begynneth the boke ol Johñ Gerſonchaus 
celer of paris cotepnige p̊ holy doctrine of crilt how 
welhold folowe hym a cotepne al wozldly vanites. 
1 Ho ſo toloweth me ſayth criſt our laup⸗ 
oure walketh nat in derkenes. Thele be 
the wozdes of Jhelu criſt wberby we be 
exozted to folo we his loze x doctrpne tf 
0 we wyll be lyghtned x auoyde from all 
blyndnes of ignozatice of mpnde.Let our ful aflecci 
on be to haue our ſtudy c meditacion inp doctryne 
x lyfe of Jheſyjcriſte whiche excelleth ỹ d =ryne of 
all ſapntes. And who lo may haue þ ie of thepz lou 
le ſequeſtrate in wozldlp thynges in this ſcrypture 
ok our lozde may kyndel wete mana ſpirituel kode of 
the loule. But there be many oftymes herynge the 
woꝛde ol god that hath lytell lwetnes oz deuocyon 
therin foz theyr in warde affeccyons and deſpres be 
rather ol bodely thynges than ofgoſtely.Therfoze 
it we wyll haue true perfyte vnderſtandynge of ỹ 
woꝛdes of god we multe dylygently ſtudye to con⸗ 
fourme our ipke to his pꝛeceptis. What auaylleth a 
man to haue lubtyll reaſons o2 argumentis of the 
Trinite:curious x ſubtyl reaſons garnyſſhed with 
elygance maketh not a man hooly but obedyencex 
vertuous lyfe maketh a may dere to god. It is mo 
re expedyent to fele the inly conpunccyon of herte: 
than to knowe the diffpnicton therof. Jfa man ha⸗ 
ue ano wlege ol all ſcripture allo the ſeynges of all 
phyloſophers without grace # charyte it àuayleth 
not. Foz all thynge that is in this _ is vanyte 


LL mm ® ; , 
excepte the loue of god: x his ſeruyſe oꝛto this ende 
oꝛdꝛed. The moſte excellent wyldome in any crea⸗ 
ture is by contempte ofthis mutable and tranſpto- 
ry woꝛlde to pꝛomote them ſelfe to the wozld perdu 
rable.it is vanyte to labour inoꝛdynatly foz coʒrup 
tible riches:traſitozious honours: falſe x fleſſhip de 

lytes:oꝛ to delyꝛe any inoꝛdinate pleaſure temperal 
that ſhal bꝛynge a man to perpetuall payne. Howe 
vayne thynge is it to deſyꝛe longe lyf:x lytel to fozs 
of a goge ly to gyue hede to thinges pꝛelent #to co 
tempnẽ tiynges v be to come. Allo to kyxe our loue 
on that whiche ſhoꝛtly vanyſſheth away:Z to do no 
dylygence to come thyder: where be innumerable ck 
perpetuall iopes. Haue mynde how in this wozlde 
nother our iye is luſfociently ſa tyſfyed with ſepnge 
ne oure erys with herynge: c therkoze ſtudye we to 
withdꝛawe our herte foz the loue of thyng' viliblex 
fadynge ⁊ to applye it to p deſyres of goodes inup⸗ 
ſyble x perpetuall:fo2 they that folowe ſenſuall plea 
ſure without reſtreynynge of reaſon they ſpot their 
conſcyence and leſe the grace of godz. 
¶ The ſeconde Chaptte ok the humble know: 
llege ok mannes ſelfſtſ e. 
J Uery man naturally deſpꝛeth to haue know 
A lege.But what auapleth lcyence without the 
dꝛede of god. A poꝛe homely laboꝛynge man dꝛednn 
ge god is moze acceptable in his kayth:than scury- þ# 
ous Philolopher p laboꝛeth moꝛe to knowe the mo 
uynge ok heuen than to ozder the moctons ok his bo: 
dy & loule to þ pleaſure of god. He that lurely kno: | 
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weth & aſidirith hilylfer vnderſtondeth his owne 
wyl dom hath lytel delyte in the vayne laudeokthe 
woꝛlde. Atman had knowlegeof al thinges in the 
woꝛlde without charite what chuldeit auayle hyz 
in the ſyght of god that iugeth man after his dedis 
Refraynethynappetyteof iozdinatedeſyze ofcury 
ous knowlege of tholethinges that rather chal dyl 
eaſe thy ſoule withdꝛawe it krom the vnyte cha 
rite ofgod than excyte it therto. As wele manxe of 
this maͤner / oflerned men del yꝛe to be reputed and 
holden wyſei multiplyinge woꝛdes whych ykthey 
delytethe heringe / they refreſſhex fedenat$+eſoule 
but lytel But a godelyfe@pureeſcience refreſſheth 
the mynde e enduceth man to haue ferme 2fidence 
in god. The moꝛeknowlegethat manhath:# woꝛ 
huythe nat 2foꝛmable:themoꝛe ſhalbe his peyne at 
the day of dome: ctherfoꝛe exalt nat thy ſylfofany 
t.ralłt oꝛcunnynge.but ratherfere thatthou diſplea 
llenat god ĩ aduliõtherok. Remẽbꝛe ykthou knowe 
many thynges e excedeſt other in conning yet con 
lider that therebemany mothinges that thou art 
ignoꝛaunt ot /ĩ many thatbe moꝛe wytt y a excellẽt 
Eclininge than thou: Ifthou wylt pfitablyekno- 
we xlerne:deſizeto bevnknowẽ: oklmal reputaci 
on: This is the moſte expedyent and pꝛolitable leſ⸗ 
ſon:the very knowlege a ꝛtempte ofthyn ownſyl 
fe. It is a great wyldome t pfeccyõ to haue of thy 
fſuyllelytel confidence:and eſtymate wel okother. If 
fthou leyſt any perſons openly ſynne oꝛcommyt a 
. xgreatcryme:vet thou chuldeſt un iugethy ſylfe 
| | nn Fil 


better than them: foꝛ thou knoweſt nathowelong 1 
thouſhalt perſeuer in godenes92 frothelame crys = 
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Iynge:but byinwardeinſpiration. Our opynton cx 
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me. we be alle frayle and th ou thulde gen no man 
mozefraylethan thy lylfe, n 


¶ The. in. Chapterofthevoctryne oftrouthe. . | 
t HYatperſonishappy/whometrouth düliget⸗ 
ly inkourmeth. nat by fygures oꝛ voyces fay⸗ 


vnderſtondinge many tymes deceyueth vs. what 
auayleth it vs foꝛ to labour biſely foꝛtheknowlege 
oftha*:thynges / whychechallenouther helpe vs 
yf weknowetheym:ne dilauaũtage vs ykwether 
in be ignoꝛaunt at the day ofiugement. It is great 
foly to deſpyſethynges pꝛolitable and neceſſary / c 
to labour koꝛ thoſethynges that be curius c dam⸗ 
nable. Bleſſed de thatperſon whome god techethe 
foꝛ in hym be al godethynges that man may wyll 
oꝛ delyꝛe. A gode loꝛde:in thy gracyous pꝛelencelet 


t thou onely ſpeke to my ſoule:foz the moꝛe mã be 
loyned to hym in inwardemekenes. themoꝛe here 
ceyueth ofſpiʒituel lyght of grace. wherby he Kno⸗ 
weth many ſecrete myſteries hyd from other pepil 
The pureſymple ⁊ ſtable mynde is nat ouercome 
orfebied. fozit referreth euery labour tothehonour 
of god a inkozſeth it ſylke to ceſſe fro al other thyn⸗ 
ges that be nat in the ſyght of god acceptable who 
ketpſteth and letteh a man moꝛe than his owne ſen 
ſualaffeccyonzweredeofmany Emperours a con 


other doctouꝛs and alother creatures kepe ſcylente 


ered kyngdoms and empires 


dyuers that ſtudye rather foꝛ excellẽce ofcunnyng 
than godelyuinge:therfoꝛethey fal in erroure and 
byxꝛynge koꝛthelytel rute oꝛ none O wolde god they 
Wolde indeuer themſylfeas dyligentlye to auoyde 
byces c plante vertue ĩ theyꝛe ſowles / as they be to 
meue curious q̃ſtyons & multiplyelupfluouslaga 


The kyꝛſte 


querours / that conqu 
and yet neuer ouercam ne ſubdued them lylfe / foꝛ 
that is one ofthe moſte vyctoꝛiousconqueſt / where 
man perkytely ouercometh hym lylfe. This cholde 


be our dayly batayle to ſtryue wyth oure ſylte / and 


the moꝛe vyctoꝛpes the ſoulehathe of the body the 
moꝛe ſtronge it is:and mote apte to encreate and to 


growe in grace. Euerp perkeccyon in this lyke hath 


lomeperfeccyõ annexid to it. And thereis no know 
legein this woꝛlde: but it is myxt with lome derke⸗ 
neſſeofignozaunce, Thehumble knowlege ofthy 
lylfe is moꝛeſure way toheuẽ / than theciett inaͤli 
tio of ꝓfoũde knowlege of thiges vnpꝛokitable:the 


ſcience ot euery thynge wel oꝛdred is gode / but acle 


re 2ſciẽce c a gode lyfe is moche better. And ther be 
e 


geꝛthan there lhulde nat be lo mocheoccaſyon of 
lyn ſhewed to thepeple ne ſo moch dyſſolutelpuige 


i relygyd. At the day ofiugemẽt it chal nat belayde 
to our charge what we haue red oꝛlerned oꝛ howe 
5 pleaſauntly we haue lyued: but what we haue do⸗ 


ne ct howe religioutly we haueliued / wherebe now 


. al the royal Noetys with theyr craftely 2ucyed po 
ems / x elegant oꝛatours wyth theyr ozaconsgar- 
nyllh ed wyth elegãcy:thephylolophers with their 
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p2egnant reſons ſentencys Dypuers ofth eſema⸗ 
nerre ofclezkes we haue knowẽ in our dayes now 


pall ꝓmocyõs Now thei had leuer thi al this woꝛ 
Ide that theyr entẽte had ben accoꝛdynge to the ho⸗ 
ly doctryne ot 1 ſtudy had ben hap 


in this woꝛlde bi vayne gloꝛythat moꝛe deliren to 
pleſepꝰynces ⁊ pꝛelatys and other patrons fozate = 


fo: the pꝛomocpõs eternall. Thele delyre rather bt 
pompe q pꝛyde to begreate in the wonde: than by 


koꝛethey vanyhein theyr thoughtys a deſirtsas- 1 
fadeth #faylethThatpſonemay be named gret i j 
grate that is incendedwith charytex piytly ovcdi 
eilte by humplyte cõteynyngethe jozdynatedeſire: 
reputeth all wo:dly pleaſures & godys as vyledir 
geincomperiſon of the celeſtyall godes whych we 


euer inforCeth — ſelfe to loꝛlake hys * * 
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theyr curyo lite is paſſed ⁊ other men ocupyetheyr 
pꝛebendes + pꝛomocpõs that they poſſeſled If thei 
were herenowe ageyne Jluppoſe thei wold neuer 
laboure ſo byſyly foꝛcuryolitein knowlegene tem 
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py O howmany i manereofeuery ſtateperi 


por pmocyon than truly a inwardly tofuegod: 


mekenes ⁊ charytetobeifauoure with god x ther 


the ſmokethat euer the moꝛeit aſeẽdeththe moꝛe it 


ofpemynens oꝛ of dignyte. And heis mudent that 


chall haue in theperfytepoſſeſſyon of the loue ofie⸗ 
ſu cryſt And that ꝑſone is verely wel taughtethat = 


and fo.owe thewyl of god. 4 
CThe,ii,chapyterisof credence 1 ileiynge 


Che kyꝛſt. f 
Tis not expedyent ne wyldõ to byleue eueri 
wWodzde oꝛ inly mocyon of our mynde but we 
muſt cõſyder that it be accoꝛdigeto the ſcripture ot 
god and in no wyſe contrari theꝛto But Jlament 


koꝛ ſoꝛowethe lyghte a frayle dylpolicyonokthe ip 


kyte peple that be lwyfte tobyleue a lpecyallithole 
thynges that be the hurte ok theyr owne ſowles a 
the detment of theyr neyghboure But the wyle c 
perfyte men knowynge the fraylte or mã moꝛe p 
ne to euyl than to gode be not ſo lyght to byleue e⸗ 
uery woꝛdethat thei here It is grete wyldõ a alſo 
dyſcreſcyon to be ſober in iugement c othe belĩg & 
nat to haue ouermochecõkydente in oure pp dedis 
ne to reherſe other thynges lyghtly beleued a herd 


and euer to gyue hedeto take counſelofa wyſe a a 


wele conlcyente man dt euer gladder to be inſtructe 
ok a nother than to folowethy pzoperintencyon oz 
mynde A goodlvfe maketh the to bereputed wp 


ſein the lyghtort god and to haue in many thinges 
experiente Euer themoꝛe meke and obedyent am 
be to god the moꝛe wylexquyeteſhal hebe. . 


Che. v. chapter is oftheredingeofholy ſcripture 
t Hepꝛicypalthige that we chal equyre iſcrip 


ture is charpte cnotelygancein ſpeche / k we 


 ſhuldeendeuour ourſelfe to rede the lcrypture wy 


th as gret keruoure ofſprete as it was reteyuedfſer 
ſte And wildõ wolde weſhuldefolowe thole au. 


tours c bokis wherewemap haue moſtlwete c ꝓ 


fitable fedyngefoz oureſowle The kame of ſotell 
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molt wethikeſhuld plelegodx tovs molt pfitable 


hym ſellethepꝛoude man #thecouytouſebeneuer 
quietein theyr myndes. But a meke c a poꝛe man 
in ſpyryte be conſeruaunt in gret quvetnes ofmyn 
de Chat plõ that is not moꝛtyłyed perkytly is ſone 


his mynde fro erthly thiges it is with gret difficul 
te And ther rode they haue gret heuynes in herte 
ſonebe myſcõtẽte if they be reſyſted Ind iktheie ſo 
lowe their lẽſual appetyte anone thei be greued wi 
th rumouzs of cõſcyẽceĩ as moch as they haue fo⸗ 
lowed thelẽſual pallyõs that rather diſpoleto iq⸗ 
etnes ot midethã reſte In rel iſtig ol ſẽſual paſſpõs 
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. phyloſopherstheknowlegeofpoctis © retoꝛtke as 


à lmoke oꝛ fume vanyſcheth away but the truthe 


ok god abydeth without eude And as our loꝛd ſpe 


keth to vs without acceptacto ofp lone moſt expedi 
ently to vs ſo we ſhal without ani accepciõ of faith 
full pſon oz warke ſtudy #redethole werkes that 


Jfthon woldedzawethe ſpꝛytual wat of wyldõ 
out ofthe welle of fcryptureiclyne thy veſſelofthy 


loule by mekenes 4confydence wythout deſpre of 
curyoſpteoznameofercellence Inqupre diligẽtly 
ct quifity receyue the holy lẽtencys of ſaitesletnot 
the ꝓuerbes c holy wyſeſimilitudes okbliſſed fads 
dilplele the foꝛ thei wer not ſpokẽ without caule. 
The. vi.chapter of affeccyons inoꝛdynate. 


w Han lom euer a man hath ino2dynatedeſy 
re to any thyngethan he is made iniqete in 


ouercome in lytel vyle temptacvons & ſone incly 
ned to ſenſyble pleſurs And if he Thall withdꝛawe 
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- Chefyiſte 

dꝛpieloutes we chal come to perkptereſte i i folow 
pngethem to gret inquyetnes There maye not be 
oe; . reſt in theherte orf man that gyueth his 
ſelfe to execute hys carnall deſyres oꝛ mocheis con 
uer ſaunte wyth outwardethynges but in the ſou 
lethat hath moſt delite to god #iinly godys ofthy 
ſoule maye be founde true reſte. 
1 vilcyapterofvanyte a elacyvon tobe auoided; 
t Hat ꝑſone may be called vayne that puttyhe 
phys hope in ony man oꝛ creature Take it not 
koꝛ no repꝛeue to do ſeruyceto other oꝛ too be repu⸗ 

tyd poꝛe foꝛ the loue ot Jelu cryſte aue lyt:Aecõ⸗ 
Lydente in thy ſelke but that thy hole hope ctruſte 
be in god Do thatis in the to pleaſe hys grate and 
god wyth hys gracyous aſlyſtẽce ſhal be with the 
in thy wylleand dyrecte thy warkys: aue neuer 
tonkydence inthyne ownecunninge nein any woz 


-* Dlyſotelteofanylyuingecreaturebutitha mercy 


fulgraceofgodthatneuerſuffereth creaturefynal 
ly tobe wythoutcõ foꝛte that had there full cõ fidẽ 
te in hym and thoſethat haue ful affy aũte oꝛ hope 
in their ſelfehemaketh oꝛ ſuffreth to kal a ſo ſubdu 
eth thẽ Auaunte not thi telfeithe abũdãce ofriches 
ne ofgreate power ofthy tempoꝛallfrendysbutte 
alonly in god in whome is alle abundaunce of ry⸗ 
ches and pulaunce ofxmyghte And he abouealle 
thinge delireth to giue his owne ſelfetotholethat 


dylpolethem ſelfeto receyue hym by grace Exalte 


not thi leite of ani bodely vertue fo: al ſuch ſone be 
cozzupte and vanyſſheawayeby 3 


Fnhauncenatthyſylfeofanynat 


iralhabilitelyſt 
god ofnaturebe myſcontent wyth the Repute nat 
thy ſylle better than other: lyſt that thou be founde 
woꝛſe in the lyght olgod: that beholdeth the inlye 
diſpolicvon ofeuery ſoule.and diuerſetymes diſcõ 
mendeth thoſethynges that men in this woꝛlde cõ 
mendeth. And therfozeyfthy werkes pleale men ke 
relyſt they diſpleale god. And vfthere be any gode 
nes 92 vertue in the:byleue that there is moꝛe in o- 


ther. And euer velyꝛe okgod that the vertue ok me⸗ 


kenes may abyde in the. It chall neuer hurtthe yf 
thou+xge thy ſylfetheleſtex moſte vyle of al other 
E in pꝛekerringe ol thy lylfe aloꝛe other thou mayſt 
lyghtly offende. Thereis true and ſure peaſe in a 
meke ſoule. And in a pꝛoudehert continuell enupe 
and indignacyon. 
¶ The. viii.Chaptreofmochefamyli 
uoyded. 
Hewe nat thy ſecrete counſelleto euery man 
burt to hym that is wyle ſecrete and dꝛedeth 
god. Inhaunt nat moche the company ofyongep- 
(ns and ſtraũgers. Uſeno adulacyon foꝛ to come 
to any temperall pꝛomocyon noꝛ foꝛ that colidera- 
von exercyſe nat moche the company ot myghty x 
gqꝛeat men that be ⁊tinually bely in woꝛdly thiges 
Be deſirous to be acompanied with meke achary⸗ 
table men: wyth thoſe that be of gode maners: & 
vertu: trete with them of thole thiges thatmay 
edify c ſtregth thy ſoule benat familier with any 
plon wherby thou mayſtelyghtly betempted oꝛ in 


arite to be a⸗ 
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kamed. It is neceſſary to haue charite with euery ꝑ 
ſone:but nat famylparite but with thole that . 
helpe to pꝛomote the to the famylyaryte of god x of 
his aũgels. Domtyme we le plome men beynge of 
grete fame:⁊ pet their bodely pꝛelence is nat moche 
pꝛokitable:⁊ there be ſome p with their bodely pꝛelẽ⸗ 
ce wene to pꝛolyt other. Whan they by their indiſcre 
cion c euyll maners rather diſconłozte ⁊ hurte thole 
that they wene to helpe x confozte. 

Che. ix. Chaptre ofmeke ſubteccton 
and obedience. - 1 

L is full great merite to ſtonde in 1 
foꝛlake thy pꝛoper wyll and perfytly to obey 
to the wyll of another. It is moche moꝛe ſure to ſto 
de in way ok obedyence: than in pzelacy. But the⸗ 
re be manp that be rather in ſubteccyon ofneceſſpte 
than ol — 2 x they haue therin payne a pobtely 
gruges a haue nat lyberte ok mynde: without they 
foꝛ 5 loue ot god lubmpt their ſelfe. Renne hyder 02 
thyder oꝛ where thou wylt:but it (halbe batde fozp 
to kynde perkyte reſt but vnder meke lubieccion of a 
diſcrete Pꝛelate. The ymagynacion and Imptacy 
ons of dyuerlytees of habytacions # places hath di 
lcepued many a relygious perione Euery bodye in 
maner is glad to do that / that their mynde ſheweth 
theym. It lhulde be moze to their p2ofyte to fozſake 
theyr appetyte than if they cõdiſcende therto. But 
if we wolle that god ſhallabyde with vs we muſte 
fo:ſake oure pꝛoper wyll foz the example # pleaſure 
of god 4 the pzofitable peas of our neyghbour. Sy 


Parte. 
then no man hath all cunnynge therfoze it is ſpttyn 
ge that no body haue to moche conkydence in theyr 
o une counſepll. And it thy vnderſtondynge be gods 
t ſulticient. pet it thou wylt by exaumple olour laup | 
oure leue thy pzoper couleyl oz direccion x folowe a 
nother koz thy mekenes thou ſhalt mozepzotpte thi 
if thou folowed thyne owne wpll. As we here the co 
mon pꝛouerbe. It is moche moze lure the wyſle d dil 
crete counſeyll ot᷑ another. than to gyue them couu⸗ 
ſepll that wyll nat folowe it. It is a ſynne of ꝑtinaci 
texpzyv2any perſon ipoztunly to olfer theyt coun⸗ 
ſeyll ſpecially where they can lytell pzofyte. 

C Che. x. Chaptre ofluperfluous wozdes 

dio be auopded. S 22D 

Hat ſoule that deſireth inly pkeccion oftheis 
1 mynde muſt ſpecially ;auoydep tymultuus 
behauour of wozldly people. The belynes of wozld 
ly actys thoughe they be done with a gode entente 
pet they let #hynderth mynde okhis great perkecct- 
on. Nowe I tepente my lupertluous langage ⁊ fre 
quent in hauntynge of wozldlp companp toz by the 
le.tj.meanes we be often tymes hurte in our cõlcien 
ce: Il it expedyent and alſo pou be diſpoled to ſpeke 
let it be pzofitable outher to the honoure ol god the 
edikicacion of the loule oz thy neyghbour. Allo con⸗ 
(yder that all our gode wozdes be wzyten of the aũ⸗ 
gels ol god: our euyll wozdes of our enemy the de 
uyll to our occuſaciou. And therkfoze it is moche mo 
te pꝛofytable whanne good folkes be aſſembled of 
one mynde to the mouynge ofgoodnes. As the ho⸗ 


ah 
Fx 
584 


Che kirſte 
tecolys vnyte togyder eche of theym recepueth of 
other influence ol hete. Do good loules ellemblpd 
togyder foz the encreaſe of vertue echeone of them 


bertue and goodnes. "ag 
CThe-xt.Chaptre of the deſpre to pzokyte 
ſpirituallp and peale to be purchaled. 


(Tis one ſpeciall meane to acquyre peale not 
to intermpt vs ot the wozdes and warkes of 
| tholethatatteynenot to vs. Howe mape Hat per⸗ 
lone be in gooſtely qupetneſſe that moche intermyt 
tyth hymlelfe of thole thynges that he hathe no cu⸗ 
ke ol. oz ſeketh occaſpons outwarde and hathe but 
- Iptellcecourſeto the inly habytacpon ofhis conſcy- 
; - enceBlyſſed be the true ſpmple loules without any 
deceyyable mynde that in all theyr lyfe and labou⸗ 
res truely entendeth:foz they ſhall come to the reſte 
ol mynde and conſcyence. The hooly Sayntes by 
moꝛtytpenge and ſubduynge theyr lenlualpte to re 
alon all erthely thynges lerte a parte they with all 
inly delectable deſpres frely hathe hadde theyr hole 
medytacyon in oure Loꝛde. But we be bely moche 
in thynges tranſptoꝛpe and folowe oure paſſpons 
that we map not ouercome in maner perfytely one 
.. byce. And therfoꝛe we be nat aſcended in the dayly 
' paolyteand deuocion:and therfoze we remayne re- 
myſſe and voyde of deyocyon. The moſte pꝛyncy⸗ 
pall cauſe why we haue no inly delectaciõ oꝛ deſyre 
of heuenly contemplacion is:foz we be nat fre oz de- 


þ recepueth of other influenceof grace and encreale of 


_neinfozſenot oure ſelfe into the holy waye that the 


uynge they perceyue that the ſtate goynge aloe ha 


däpnable cuſtome ſhalbe lote. Euery ſtryue myght 


Parte. x 
lpuered from ourſenſuall paſſions #concupyſcenſis 


blyſled kaders hath gone afoze vs. Whan a lytell ad 
uerſite compth to vs we be loone ouercome ⁊ redy 
to retourne to p conſolacions ot man. Where if we 
wolde myghtly ſtonde in bataplefoz the loue of our 
loꝛde welhald le the goodnes ok his gracious helpe 
lente to warde vs. His grace is euer redy to gydex 
helpe thoſe that in ſpirituall batayllhath full confy⸗ 
dence in hym. And he pꝛocurit occaſpons of batayll 
to the ende that we ſhuld increaſe the crowne ol per 
petuall toye by the meane of victoꝛy. Than lette vs 
cutte a waye oure inoʒdynate affections paſſpons 
that be the rotys of all inquietnes: ⁊ than we maye 
polleſſea peſablemynde in gode. If we wolde euery 
pere endeuoure our lelfe to ouercome perkytely one 


vyce: we ſhulde in ſhozte ſpace come to great perfec 


cyon. But J kere it be contrary bothe in relygion # 
woꝛdly people that after longe contynuaunce in ly⸗ 


the be moze vertuous æ pure than the pzeſent (fate 


that they be in. The moze we encreaſe in age # dꝛa⸗ 


we to our deth the moze dylygently we ſhuld labou 
re foʒ the perpetuall rewardes that be oꝛdepned foz 
thoſe that oꝛder theyr lyues ⁊ labours therto. The 
vertuous lyte paynkull in the begynnynge by cuſto 
me retourneth to grete perkyte pleaſure . It is har⸗ 
de to leue cuſtomes in pleaſure. But it is moꝛe pay- 
ne without mealure to leue p eternall pleaſure p foz 


' (Thefyrft 
tely agaynſt the fy2ſte mocyonsthatinciteth vs to 
lyn ct relyſt the euel cuſtoms:foꝛthe lenger they con 
tynuethe moꝛeharde it (hal be to rel yſt theym. Ik 
thou woldeſt conlyder howe great inly peas thou 
ſhuldeſtcauſe in thy ſylte c in other in eſchewynge 
outwarde plealurs c in ſubduynge inoꝛdinate af- 
feccyons c delyres contrarye to reaſon; IJ ſuppole 
thou wolde be moche moꝛe dyligent to come to ſpy 
rituel encrealeoflyfe 
¶ The. xii. Chapter is ofthepꝛokyte of aduerſyte: 
i CT is expedient to vs toluffer aduerſite:wher 
by man retouzneth hym to thezlideratign o 
his pꝛeſent ſtate: wherin he reputith hymlylfe as a 
pylgrym:z therfozehehath no alliaũce ĩ this wozl 
de. Allo it is expedict that weſuffercotradiccio #be 
2tepnid of the louers ofthe woꝛlde wherbi welhal 
be induced to mekenes:c auoyde vayneglozy wha 
wepceyue our owne krailte beatẽpned ofthe woꝛ 
Ide: we becompelled to leue our lylfe c the woꝛlde c 
holy to retourne vs to god: in whome yf we wolde 
keruẽtly intyxe our ſylfeit ſholde nat be gret nede to 
ſeke outwarde ꝛlolacyons. The moꝛe a gode loule 
betroubled bodely o2 goſtely:the moꝛeit knoweth 
god neceſſary to it: laboureth to haue hym by aſſi 
ſtence ofhis grace. Alſo than it lamẽteth ſoꝛow⸗ 
eth foꝛ the lines that it hath done. c moꝛehertelye 
pꝛayeth to be deliuerde ofhis iqetnes c milery allo 
tribulacon maketh ama wery ofthis wo:ldexto 
delyꝛe bleſſydly to be depte therkro be with cryſt 
Foz heconſidereth that hechall neuer haue p2ofyte 
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Parte 1 
peas afoꝛe that hebe with hym which by thepzyce 
of his pꝛecius blode hath purchaſed ꝑpetual pleſur 
c peas fozhymlylfex his ſeruanites that a lytel ſpa 
ce wyl ſtryue agaynſt ynne and wyckedneſſe. 
¶ The. xiii. Chapter of reſiſtece agaiſt teptacons. 
a S weredein lcripture æthe wodes of Job 
Thelyle of man vpon erthe: is temptacyon- 
Therfoꝛe it is expedient that euery perſon pꝛudent 
ly gyue hedeto watch ĩ pꝛayer byleue nat thedeuil 
that neuer llepeth but wyth athoulandeſnarys & 


— There be none lo holy in this wolde 
but they haue tẽptaciõ:and yt it be foꝛthetymegre 
uous / yet yf it be reliſted it is very ꝓfitable:ſoꝛ ther 
by man is mekende pourged and enfourmed byer 
perience. The ſayntes that be nowecrowned inge 
uen obteyned they? victoꝛy by tribulacio c tẽptaciõ 
And tho that were as cowardes in tribulatiõ and 
teptaciofynally ouercome / betaken perpetual pꝛy⸗ 
ſoners in hel. And there is no religion noꝛ ſtate ſoꝑ 
kyte ne no place ſo holy in this woꝛlde without ad⸗ 
uerlyte x tẽptaciõ. And therfoꝛe there is nother oꝛ⸗ 
der ne place here ĩ this lyfe. where man may be ful⸗ 
ly aſſured to auoide al peril ofteptacyon fo2 in this 
cozruptebody of ours weberethe mater ot inoꝛdy⸗ 
nate cõcupilcentce ⁊ tẽptacyon. One tẽptacyð oꝛ try 
bulacion departinge. another compyngeto vs. ther 
koꝛe it is expedient that webealway armed wythe 
patience and exercyſed ĩ vertue. There be many en-? 
tendinge to kle temptaclon:that ſalle therin thema 


ſutylties ĩpoꝛtunably aſſaylige vs:finally itending 


a . (Thefyrft 
xe/fo2 by bodely fleynge a man ſhalnatbemadeſy 
reꝛbut by perfytepacienceand mekenes weſhal be 
madeſtronge to ouercome alle our enemyes and te 
ptacions. Tho that labour to auoydethe outward 
occaſyons and nat cut away the inly inoꝛdinatede 
 Tv2es:they2e trouble and inquietnes ſhal moꝛe and 
mozeencreace, And thou ſhalt moꝛe lyghty bypaci 
ence and faythful conkidence in our loꝛde and ſauy⸗ 
our ouercomethy tribulacvon / than by thynowne 
ꝓper vertue oꝛ ſtrength. And in great temvtacyon 
vſe thecounſeyleota wyle and diſcreteperſon and 
be nat rygours to the perſonetemptedꝛ but eueꝝ be 
glad to confoꝛte hym as thou woldeſt delyre to fo2 

tobe done to / yfthou were in lyke trouble. Thebe⸗ 
gynninge ok al euel tẽptacions is incõſtance okmoön 
de:and lytel conkidence in god. Foꝛ as a ſhippe wy⸗ 
thout a dyꝛectour is moued wyth euery wynde:ſo 
ũ ſoule that is nat ſtabyled in god:as the fyꝛe pꝛo⸗ 
ueth golde: ſo temptacyon the ryghtwyle mant as 
à belle vntouched is nat pfytely knowen whether 
it be hole ofperfyteſounde oꝛ dyſcraſed: So man 
touched by trybulacyon is knowen whether he be 
hole in vertue of pacyence oꝛ nav. And euer loke dy 
lygently that thetemptacvon in the begynnynge 
be relyſted: foꝛ then the enemyeis loone ouercome 
whan he at his fyꝛſte enterynge kyndethethe gate 
ot ourloule chyt agaynſtehym. Thatſekenes that 
by contynuaunceis in maner incurabyllein thebe⸗ 
gynnyngemyghte haue bene recouerede wythea 
malle and an eaſy medycyne; 2 this lotel dilcet 
ll; 


EE 1 
uer aſſayleth mannes loule fyꝛſt with thought on⸗ 
ly cthen with ſtrõge ymaginacid / which foloweth 
euyl delectacion:æ vnclene mocyõ / and lo at thelaſt 
the enemy entreth into the mynde with dedely con 
ſent to lyn. and koꝛthere was no reliſtente agaynſt 
hym in the begynnynge / he holy entreth in the con⸗ 
cluſyon. And euer the moꝛe remyſſe a ſoule be in re 
lyſtingethe moꝛe vnmyghty it is made to relyſtect 
the enemy moꝛe ſtronge and cruelle. There beſome 
that in the beginynge oktheyr zuerſyd lutred gret 
tẽptacyon:ſome in the ende of theyr lyfe:and ſome 
by che ſpace ofalle theyꝛe lyfe. And lome that in the 
pceſſe of al theyʒe lyfe hauebut c mal tẽptaciõ ⁊ all 
this cometh ofthe great wyldome c equite ot god; 
that paſleth the ſtate c the merites of euery ſoule: c 
oꝛdereth al the trouble r temptacy9 in this wozlde 
to the ꝑpetual helthe of his electechyldꝛen. + therfo 
re wel hulde ol no wyledeſpize whan webeteptid 
but the moꝛe mekely retourne to our loꝛde with de 
uout-p2ayer+belech hi foꝛ his fadly mercy c pite to 
directe c pꝛebue vs in al tẽptacion. And after thapo 
ſtel Paule that it wolde plele hym lo euer to puent 


vs with his grace that we be nat ouercome wythe 
myght of tẽptacvon. And amonge al the allectiues 


wherby we may educe our loꝛde to aſſyſt vs i oure 


trouble is pfyte mekenes:fo2 (as Dauid laythe ) he 


ſhal ſaue c exalt thoſe that be meke in ſpirit ĩ tẽpta⸗ 
ciõ c tribulaciõ man is ꝓued howe moch he pfiteth 


c his vertueis moꝛe manyfeſte. It is no great mer 
uaileyfadeyout ma without tẽptaciõ haue feruoz 
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The kyzſte 


okſpyꝛite. But they that in tyme of aduerſyte can 


aplye themlylke to haue feruour ot ſpiryte it is a ly 
ne ol ſtableneſſe c grace foꝛ to come. There be ſome 
that be kept fro great tẽptaciõ:c vet in mal ct day⸗ 
ly tẽptacions they be oftymes ouercome wyth litel 
_ teptacio,Therfozein great teptacio they euer fere 
to be ouercome. ¶ The. xiii. 


Chapter ot vndilcrete iugemẽt tobe atioyded, 
g vue hedethat thou conlider welle thy pꝛoper 
markes / be nat redy to iuge the dedys of a- 
nother that ꝑteyneth nat tothe nefoꝛ whomethou 
ſhalt gyue none acoũt at thy deth. Man laboureth 


in vapne oktymes in iugyngeother men: x lone offẽ 
dethꝛbut in ſerchyngehisownedefautes c conſide 
ringethem he euer laboureth krutfully. And weco 
monly be redy to iuge akter dur affeccyon and ma⸗ 
nytymes weerrekrom trouth in iugement foꝛ our 
pꝛide and ſynguler loue And gode wereourentent 


and delyꝛe we holde nat be lo greatly troubled in 
the rel iſtence ol our ſenſualle deſyꝛes. But there is 


ſome inwarde inclynacyon oꝛ outwarde affectyon 


that withdꝛaweth vs fro the very affeccydc delyze 


that we ſholde haue Therebe many that in thiges 
that they do rather ſech theyre ownelucrethan the 


pleſure of god oꝛ the comon ꝓfyte ot many other. 


they thynketheyze myndeis ſet a patylyed yfthey 


obteyn theyr ptzpolexifthe2trary foꝛtune they be 


: moued with ipaciecex be myſcotent, And foꝛ diuer 
[itees of aftectiõs:deſires:a opiniõs that be among 


the people oktymes — Tdebates 
U 5 | 


Parte. 
amonge frendes citezins and deuout religious pe⸗ 
ple. It is hardeto leue a cuſtome of longe continu⸗ 
aunce:and no manis glad to foꝛſake his pꝛoper ap⸗ 
petyte:vnderſtondinge a deſyꝛe. And thou bemoꝛe 
redy to apply to thyn owne realon a vnderſtõdige 
than to the holy doctryne okleruauntes ot ielu criſt 
Jt chalbelonge oꝛ thou be goſtely lightned foꝛ our 
ſoꝛde ſendeth nat the great habundaunce of ſpiry⸗ 
tual lyght but to theym that foꝛſake theyr owne x 
per appetytes & realõs xfolowehymby mekenes. 
The. xv.chapt᷑ ofthe pfyte ot warkes d9ei charite 
t Hou ſholde nat do a moztalleſynnefo2louex 
fauour ot any creature:netoꝛ no erthly crea⸗ 
ture oꝛ woꝛdly pmocyon,Fo2therbythouſhuldeſt 
put thy ſylfe out oftheloue ofour loꝛde and ieoper⸗ 
dy oftheloſle of euerlaſtynge pmocyon. And ſome 
tyme it is expedyent to leue a gode dede foꝛ thegret 
neceſſyte of our neyghbour oꝛ elles foꝛ a better dede 
to be done: wherby webe nat hyndred in tue but 
rather pꝛomoted. The outwarde operacyon beit 
neuer locommeudable in the ſyght of thepeple wy 
thout charyte it auayleth nat in thelyghtof god. 
whyche accepteth moꝛe the faythful entent and fer 
uour of mynde:than the many kolde multiplyenge 
ok great warkes oꝛ of woꝛdes. Tho perlones done 
mochethat oꝛdereth their lyfeto the honour ofgod 
and rather to the ꝓfyte of the comõd welthã to their 
ownelynguler ꝓkyte. Therebe many woꝛdly peo 
plethat thyinke they do many thynges of charyte 
but they be rather done ofcarnalyte as alłtho that. 
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The kyꝛſte 
dotheyꝛe wotkes by the meane ol carnal affeccyon 
ꝓper wyll: hope of ꝓmocyon: c alway hauean ive 
to theyꝛe owne lynguler auayle. But chaꝛiteeuer ĩ 
clyneth to do that: that pꝛincipally may do honour 
to god: and obteyne the goodes goſtely rather than 
tepo2al:and in bodely godes it pꝛeſerueth the comõ 
welk atoꝛe apꝛiuate c ſinguler welle: and thechary⸗ 
table man enuyeth no man fo2 any pzyuate ioye oꝛ 
pleaſure:neheſckethnattomagnifyehymſylfbug 
to magnikye c gloꝛitye god and ĩ hym to be bleſſed 
He commendeth no man by adulacion but herefer 
reth al cõmendaciõ honour godenes to god kinal⸗ 
by ot whomecometh al grace and in whome al ble 
ſyd treatures reſteth perpetuall æ in fynallfelycite; 
O hethat had but one ſparkyl ofcharyte wolde re 
pute al woꝛdly pleaſures and loue but vanpte⸗ 
+ C CThe.xvi. Chapter howe aman (holde luſtrethe 
dekautes okhis neyghbour. 5 

t PYoſefautesthat we may nat amende in our 

ſylfeno2 in other we muſt pacyently ſuffer til 

that weſe what our loꝛde wyl woꝛke oꝛ oꝛder ther 
in:and thynke that it is oꝛdayned of dure loꝛde foz 
to pꝛoue our pacience wythout whyche our mery⸗ 
tes be lytelkto be pondered, And it is expedyent foꝛ 
vs to pꝛay to our loꝛd that weby his grace may pa 
pacyently ſuffer oure neceſſarye dekautes, If thou 
monyſſhe by bꝛoderly cozreceyon thy bꝛoder oꝛ ſu⸗ 
ſter ones oꝛtwyleoktheyꝛe dekaut It they receyue 
natthy monpciõ:ſtryue nat with them but comyt 
-- Utogod;thathis * all his 
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Parte. 


ſeruãtes there is no euyl i this would butheknow 


yth howe he chall oꝛder it to ſome wele & goodnes 
And ſtudye pacyently to ſuffer the defautys and 
infyrmytees of other Foz thou haſte many imper 
feccyons in thy ſelfe whyche other ſuffer in the At 
thoucanſtnat make thy ſafe as thou wolde bein 
euery condycion howethan ſhuldeſt thou delireto 


haue an other to thy pleaſure we wolde gladly ha 


ue other perfyte and yet we laboure not to amend 


deth ſhuldebeſtraitly cozectex oure ſelfemoꝛecul 
pable vncozzecte It dyſpleſeth vs to ſe other haue 


be reſtrayned by lawe and ſtatute and we dely reo 
ure ſelfe to be at lyberte wythoutlawe oꝛſtatute c 
ſo it appereth that we ful leldõe pꝛayſe oure neygh 
boure as our ſelfethe which we ſhulde do if wewe 
reperfite, Ourloꝛdehath ſo oꝛdeined that weſhal 
lerne eche one of other to berepacyẽtlithe burdẽ ot 
an other foꝛ ĩ this woꝛld ther is no ma without de 


faute no ma without burdẽ no maſufficict ofhi ſel 
fe in wyldom 902 pzudencexXtherfozewemuſt echeo 


ne of vs helpe to bere theburdẽ of other eche one to 


con foꝛte other helpe other inſtructe thẽ x moupſihe 


the, And who is ofmoze vertue it appereth by the 


occaſyðs ofaduerlyte Occaſiõs maketh not a pſo 


ne fraile but thei chew whether he be ᷣtuꝰ oꝛ viciꝰ 


1 Fthouwylthauepes (eto come topes. 
and concoꝛde wythe other thou muſte matze 
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oure owne offencys we woldethat other that offe 


gret lyberte a pꝛwuilege deſyrynge that theyſhuld 


¶ The. xvii.chapt howe a ꝑſone ſhulde oꝛder hi ſel 
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The kyzſte 
a reſtraynynge in many thiges ofthyne owne wil 
it is no lytyl vertue to contynuein acompani with 
out dyſlenciõ oꝛ debate and ſo totontynueBlelled 
be tho perlõs that whether theibe religiꝰ oꝛ ſeculer 
that fereth to offende god a in their cõuerlaciõ hur 
tyth no ſoule æ ſo endeth their lyfe ĩ the loue of god 
ct oftheyr neyghboure. And thou wilt ſurely ſtõd i 
vertue repute the as an outlawe a a pylgrym vpõ 
erthe and repute thi ſelfe vyle foꝛ the loue ofcryſt it 
thou wylt be his diſciple c kolow hi who ſo euere 
kyth in thys woꝛlde any thynge but god # thehel⸗ 
the ok theyrſoules they chal fide no thyngebuttry 
bulaciõ x ſoꝛowe that ꝑſone can nat lõge ſtõdeicqet 
nes that laboreth not to meke hilelfeihis ꝓper re⸗ 
putacyd ⁊ to be ſubiecteto other remẽbꝛethat thou 
tamyſt to thys wozldetoſeruexnotto rule aft᷑ thy 
ꝓperpleſureæ know thouthat god ofhis goodnes 
hath called the to the relygiõ okcriſtis faith that by 
paciecexvertu? labourethou maiſt be made apt to 
reynein toye/and reſteFo2 as golde is pꝛoued in the 
furnes ſo man by trybulacyonin the which noma 
may longe cõtynue without hemekehilelfewyth 
all his herte bi the exãple of our ſauyoureroteofal 
mekenes. ¶ The. x vit. chapter ok the examplys of 
0 Thou dulleſoule cCholy ſaypntys. 
beholde the quycke exaumples ofthe holy 
ſaintys that haue bẽ afoꝛe vs i whomeflozyſſhed 
theperfeccis ofrelygyon c faythand cõſyder how 
litelle thou doeſtein the relpecte ofthem and thou 
may reputethilyfei vayue Thelelaintis clouers 


Parte. 

ol dure loꝛde hathe ſerued god in great abſtynente 
hunger / thyrſt / colde / in pou re aray in laboure and 
katigacion in watchynge / reſtynge holy medytaciõ 
perſecucyõ gret oppꝛeſſiõ # many repꝛeues O how 
gret a greuous trybulatyõs ſuffered the holy apoſ 
tyls martyrs confeſſours c vyrgyns and all other 
holy ſoules that haue folowed the ſteppys of oure 
laupourethep haue hated the impedymẽtes okthe 
lyle ok grace in this woꝛlde that they might poſſeſſe 
the krute ofeuerlaſtynge lyfe foꝛ tocome. O howe 
ſtrayte c abiectelyfe ledde the holy faders in wyl 
nes howelonge and greuꝰ temptacyons ſuffered 
they. And howeferliy haue they be aſſailed withe 


the gooſtly enmy c howe many tõtynued feruent 


pꝛayer haue they offered to our loꝛde O toconſider 

the gret rygours abſtynencethat they haue taken 
what zele a feruoure they had toſpyrytual pfitho 
we gret c cõtynuall batelthey had to ouercome vi 
ce and in all theyr lyke a laboure howe pure c right 
wys was their entẽte euer to god On the daythey 
laboured t in the nyghte they reſted in pꝛayer c yl 
they in the day laboured bodely yet they pꝛayed in 
their minde d euoutly And ſo ſpent they all thirty 
me pfytably # hadde ſo gret pleſureinthe ſeruyte 
ol god that they thoughte euery oure was [ſho:te 
and had lytyl mynde oz none oktymes ol theyr bo⸗ 


dyly releccyon. ¶ The.xix.chapter ofthe good re- 


_ Iygyuserercyſeofa relygyusloule, 


1 Jkeasapſoneofhonowreis mozepeci?ly bi 
lene in bodely veſtursthat appereth to man 


Che kyꝛtte 
dutwardly ſo they thuld indenottr e thẽtelke acco2 
dig to excede other with vertuꝰ in their ſoules d cõ 
ſcvẽce wheri almighty godloketh c delyth wha it 
is ẽdued wyth fayre vertuꝰ c ſpecyallſpizitualme 
and womẽ which chulde ſtudyto endeuouretheir 
ſelfe to appere in the ſyght of oureloꝛde pure as an 
gels. And euery day weſhuldeifozſe our ſelke to de 
uocion and feruoure offayth as iłwe were newly 
conuerted to the lawe and faythe ok ieſu cryſt æ foꝛ 
as mocheas we of dure ſelfe may nother do welle 
ne yet bygynne to doo wele than let vs euery daye 
with alle our inly ſtrength a might beſeche our loꝛ 


hithat therby we map continue to his vieſure and 
oureperpetuallſaluacyon , we be manyjtymes in 
mynde to do welle and by a lytel occaſion webelet 
tyd. The purpole ofkryghtwylmen dependethemo 
re ofthe gꝛate and dyrectyon of godethan in theyr 


poſethe. L ette vs infozce our ſelfein that we maye 
to thetcontynuaunce ot our gode purpole and yette 
we be lyghtly lettydetherol. And though we may 
not contynually bein the keruent loueand medita 
tion of god: yette lette vs determe oure lelfeto vie 
it at the leſtedons 02 twysin the day and apple vs 


to vertue. And annere to thys purpoſea keruente 


inuocaciõ ⁊̃ pꝛaier te god foꝛʒ hia natural pite ⁊᷑ fað⸗ 
ly cõpaſſiõ to giue vs. graceto cõpleniſſhe fulfyl 
thys purpoſe And atnyghtegoynge to reſtethan 


de that we may ſo deuoutlybegynne the ſeruite of 


ownepꝛouydence. Foz man intendethebut god dil 


let vs diſcuſlethe dedis that we haue donethat dal 
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offendegod.# yf weſyndethat wehauemadetraC | 
greſſyon in any offence/aſke we mercy wyth al our 
hert. As it is great ieoperdy an enemy ozatraitour |. 
to a pꝛynce:oꝛ to a kynge that knoweth thecryme: 
fozyfthatmanſhuldeflepein the kynges palayes 


oꝛ amedingeſome pfitable thige foꝛ the como wel 
And ſpiritual labours be moꝛe ſurely doneilecrete 


to our linguler and ꝓper auaũtage and it is nat ex 


maner on theholy day c anoth er on the feriall day 


monꝛe hyghe feſte and lolẽpnethe moꝛe inly deuociõ 
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amougethetrueleruauntes ofthekynge /hechulde 
reſt in gret ieoperdy / lo that pſon that ithis woꝛlde 


reſteth in lynne amonge the leruauͤtes okgod okthe 

whyche yt ſomebecharitably dyſpoſed as godeaũ 
gels #vertu?-men:yet there be many euelle as fen- 
N — — euer beredy to do vengeãce & 


uci:ttherfoze agaynſt thole we muſt contynuelly 


be armed with vertuex meke reſtreyningeagainſt 
| glotony: tthoulhalt ouercome al other vyces. and 


in any wylebe ware of ouer moche ocyolyte but o⸗ 
ther be exertyled wyth redynge wpytingepzaynge 


place than incomon: c be wenatſlowein thoſe thi 


ges that cholderedõdeto the honour ofgod#coms 
ꝓtyte of man: redy to thole thynges that retoꝛne 


pedient to continue alway in one labour / but i one 


onethe tyme oftribulatiõ and tẽptacid another in 


thetyme okpeale. And okthefeſtiual day weought 


to ſolẽpnyſeit atoꝛdige totheſ olẽpnyte / ſo thatt the 


by ryght ſhulvewehaue, nd whanneonefeſteis 


3 (Thefyaft; - 
gone we chulde o2der oure ſylfe to another feſteas 
thefygure ofthe euerlaſtyngefeſte olheuen whych 
as foꝛ a time is delaidetyl webe moꝛeredy 4 anour 
ned wyth charitex other vᷣtues our merytes cõ⸗ 
plenyſſhed foꝛ the which our loꝛde hath pfyxed a ty 
mein the whych we ought to be cyrcülpecte wat 
ching in vertues labour ofthe which ſpeketh oure 
ſauiour ĩ the goſpel ofluke Bleſſed bethat leruaut 
that is founde wakig ĩ the cũming of oure loꝛde J 
ſayelurely to vou ſayth the euangelyſt that our loꝛ 
de hal ꝓmote him to thepiace of eternalle felycyte 
where he dhal hane all plealure and goodnes that 
any creature may of reſon delyre ¶ The. xx.chap 
turis muche cõuenyent foꝛ relygyus people howwe 
they ſhulde kepetheyr lolytary lyfe and lylence. 

a Md thou wylt wythdrawe thy ſelfe from cu 
_ riusandluperfluus woꝛdes from ocyolite c 
vnpꝛokytable langagethan thou ſhalt fyndetyme 
lufkycyent#aptetohauegood medytacyons c to 
remembre the gret bfifites that god hath done foꝛ 
the. The moſt holy men c women that euer were 
auoydynge all wozdly cõpany hath choſen to ſer⸗ 
ue god ĩ lecret placys one holy man ſayd J come 
neteramogecopanybutJ depte wyth leſſe V tue 
as it lemethe me as we maye lee by experyence it 
is moꝛe dyffyculteto kepe ſylence in company thi 
to be ſo cyꝛcumſpecte that we offende notĩ no cireñ 
ſtaunce ot ſpeche It is muche moꝛe lure koꝛ a rely⸗ 
gyus perſon to abyde at home in ſolytary contem⸗ 
placyon than tobe a bꝛode in the woꝛlde where he 


map ly -obtls beben in many folde tetptacits 
Therkoꝛe they that intende to come to ſpirytualp 
kection thei muſt with ourelauioure auoyde the tu 


peple that with ſuerte apere to the woꝛlde but thei 
be glad to be dymyſled fro woꝛdly occupacon And 
there is no man lure in pꝛelacy but he that is redye 
to be ſubiecte. And nonethat lurely com maundeth 


lurely ioyeth but he that hath teſtymony ofa gode 


in tymeto 
people is full of the drede of god and euer the moꝛe 


the moꝛe meke tt obedyent they 
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multuus cõpany ofpeple and ther be norelygyus | 


but they that be redy tobe obedyent And no man 


conſcyes Mone ſpeketh ſurelibut thei that beglad | 
kepeſcylece And euer the luretiofblilſes 


grace a vertuꝰ theyr ſoulys were anowrned with 
were both to god c 
man Theſurety ofeuyl people ryſeth ol pꝛyde and 
preſiipcyon e in the cõcluſpõ it dylceyueth thẽ And 
if thou be monke of the cherterhoule anker oꝛ an⸗ 
keres as lõge as thou lyueſt in this life euer be wa⸗ 
re otpꝛelumyd ſurety & thike that many holier thã 
thou in the lyghte of the woulde koꝛtheyr in warde 
elacvon c pꝛeſumptyõ haue peryſſhed & therfoꝛe to 
auoyde thys inwarde vayn glozy x preſũpcyõ it is 
expediẽt that we be exerlyled with tẽptaciõ O that 
relygyus ſoulethat wolde c it myght cõtẽpne alle 
tranlytoꝛy Joye and nether wolde neit miſtred to 
dele wyth the woꝛlde Howe pure a tolciecemight 
it preſerue:© that ſoulethat wolde putte awey al 
woꝛdly belines & wolde laboure allonly fo2 godly 


thiges c gooltly godys kputte all theyr cõ fidẽce in 


Thefyzfts 
god howegretpeaſexgetnesſhuld thatſoulehaue 
Ther is nopſone woꝛthy to haueheutlicololacon 
but ik thei exertyte their ſelfein holy cõpunctiõ c pe 
naũce.Cõpunctiõ is remẽbꝛaũtce ot our ſines wyth 
gret diſpleſure which muſt be done ĩ lecret place as 
dauyd ſayth. Lette thy inly ſoꝛowe foꝛ thi tines be 
donein thy ſecrete chamber O thou religiꝰ perſone 
thou maiſt finde that grace in thy celle which thou 
maiſt lightlilele without ĩ the woꝛlde And thicelle 
welle inhauntedſhall waxe ſwete: And if thou in 
haunte it not welle It chall inducethe into wery⸗ 
nes & diſpleſure Jfthou wyll in the beginigofthy 
couerſacio ideuourethy lelfetobrige theito acuſto 
metoabydein thy cell with remẽbꝛaũce that foz;a 
litel tyme ocupyingethi ſelfe weletherethouthuld 
therbi come to euerlaſtig liberte c the, abidige that 
ſhuld be ful pleſaũteto the. The deuoute ſoule ĩ ſy 
lecexgetnes moch pfyteth e ther cometh to thi vn 
derſtãding the knowlege ofthe hyddelcripture o 
god. There it may finde the wat of cõtriciõ & teris 
wherbi it may walſhe & clẽleit ſelfe fkrõ line And e 
uer themoꝛe it withdꝛawe it ſelt kꝛo all woꝛdly tu⸗ 
multuꝰ beſynes the moꝛe familiar dere it chall be 
to god And tho ꝑſõs that withdꝛaw thẽ zo theyr 
woꝛldli fredis a knowlege our loꝛdewith his aun 
gels chall dꝛawe nyer e abyde with theJtis ful ex 
pedyent foꝛ a religius ſouleto ausyde the vnpꝛoky 
table pleſure of woꝛldly ſyghtys nother to delyre 
to lethe woꝛlde nether ol to beſeen why woldeſte 
thou ſeethat thyngethat biryghte thou maſt nov 


ther vnderobedyencethaninthy pper wilrefrain 
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haue And if thou my 


daunte to thynges vnpꝛokytablethou ſhuldeſtreſt 


in mozeqetnes Butifthou haue delyteto herene 
ueltilethou muſtſometymetheroflufkertrybula⸗ 


cyon ofherte ¶ The. xxi.chapter is otthe cõpũctiõ 
a Md thou wil plite ſperitualli (of mãnis hert 
pꝛeſerue the in the dꝛede of god and ſtonde ra 


ghte haueit vete thou ſhulde | 
haue lytyl contynuauncetherwyth foꝛ the wozlde | 
paſſeth wyth all hys pleſatedelytys The ſenſuall 
delyres dꝛaweth r moueth a relygyus plone to gg 
a bꝛodebut whã ſhoꝛte rennynge oꝛ plelure is paſt |: 
what remayneth but remozle of cõſcyẽs xiqetnes |. 
okherte. Jt is oftymesſenethataglad goyng out 
folowith aſozy returnynge And a mery euẽtide ko 
loweth a ſoꝛy moꝛne tyde / foꝛ al carnall a lenlualle 
ioy entreth wyth delite bodely but i cõcluſyõ it dil 
plealeth a hurteth. what mayſte thou ſe wythout 
thy cloyſter that thou maſte not ſe wythiBeholde : 
there heuen c the elementys wherok al erthely ſubk 
ſtance be kourmed what can thou ſee vnder the le 
that may any pace abyde. If al woꝛdly pleaſursx - 
bodeli werepſet what chuld it bebut a vaine light 
litt vp thy iven to heuen c pꝛay our loꝛde of mercye 
foꝛ thy ſynnes c neglygence leue the vayne thiges 
to thole that be vayne c attẽde totholethiges that 
our loꝛde comaundeth #ſhet the doꝛe ok thy ſoule 
and call thy loꝛde Jeſu to the c abyde with hiithi >: 
celle.foʒ thou chal not finde ſo greate pes ĩ no other 
place. And thou wolde not go fourthe ne gyue att 


al thy ſenſualpartes wyththeb2ydelofreaſon's te 
peratice, Dauepfytecopunctis ofkhert # thou ſhalt 
kynde inly detocyon,Copunction c ſoꝛowe foꝛ our 
fynnes ſheweth many thynges to vs that a dyſſo⸗ 
lutebehauer hideth a leſeth. It is meruayle that 
any perſon in this woꝛlde ꝛliderige his exile c gret 
ieopardiſe can be mery in any woꝛdly thynge, Foz 
the vnſtabylnes of hert a negligẽce ol our defautes 
we pceyue nat the loꝛowe ol our ſoule therfoꝛ we 
oftymes laughe vaynly at thoſethynges whereat 
welhulde rather wepe There is no perkytelyberte 
netrewe ioye but in the gode 2 lcience a the dꝛedeok 
god. That perſon is happy that hath grace to auoi 
de theimpedimentes ofholynes ol mynde and can 
alſemble al the vertues ok theyꝛe ſoule in very true 
compunction and meditacvon of god That perſon 
is happy that auoydeth euery thyngethat may of 
relon offende his cõſclence. Than they that be ouer 
come ok coſtomable ſynneletthem ſtryue myghte⸗ 
lyagaynſt theyzecoſtome.Fo2 euel coſtom may be 
ouercomeby godecuſtome.Yauethy conlideracy- 
2: onfy:ſteofthyſylfe;and monyſhhethy ſylfafozeal 
bther krendes. It is nat expedient that man in this 
lvykehaue man conſolacions woꝛdly andyfweha 
ue nat dyuyne conſolacvons it is foꝛ that we haue 
nat truecompunctton of herte:oꝛ ellesthat we re⸗ 
fuſe nat vayneconſolacyons ofthe woꝛlde weſhul 
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dereputeourſylfevaynex vnwozthy to haue diul 
neconſolacyons / vut rather we delerue mochetry⸗ 
bulatyon. The vertuous loule — itconſpder 


it ſylfeoz another it fondeth mater of tompunctyõ 


Parte. 4 


and ſoꝛowe:foꝛ it knowethe that none lyuethe in 
this woulde without tribulaciõ The mater of true 
contricyon and compunction euer be dur ſynnes x 
vices wherby webe lo dilpoſed that we may ſeld6 
beholde perkytely heuenly thynges. And thou wol 
deſt as bylely remember thy deth as thon doiſt the 
length of thy lyke thou chuldeſt moꝛeferuently ap⸗ 
plye thy ſylfe to amendethe. And yfthou woldeſte 


verkytely remember the outragyous peynes okhel 


and purgatoꝛy I ſuppoſe thou woldeſte be glad to 
luſter tribulacyon / peyne and labour: here in this 


wonꝛlde with that thou myght auoydethole outra 


gyous peynes ot euerlaſtinge dampnation But foꝛ 
thole thyinges be nat in our conlideracion: and foꝛ 
we applye our ſelfe foꝛ woꝛdly plealurs therfoꝛ we 
continueremyſle and coldefo2 lacke of grate and in 
ly deuocvon. And foꝛ the mynde okman is nat con⸗ 
ſtantinvertue:therkoꝛethe body is moꝛekrayle and 
lyghtly offendeth. Therkoꝛ pꝛay deuoutly c meke⸗ 
ly to our loꝛde:that it wolde pleaſe hym ofhisgra- 
ce togyue vs thelpyꝛyteotcõpunctyon ⁊ ſay withe 
thepiofete. Godelozdefedeme with theb:edeofcs- 
triciõ c with the abũdaũce ol teris foꝛ my dꝛynke. 
The. xxii:chapt᷑ ofthe2fidacts ofthemiſery ot mã. 
w here ſo euerthou be oꝛ whether ſo euer thou 
dconuertthe:thou art but a wretche wythout 
thou conuert thy ſyife vnto almyghty god. where 
foꝛe art thou troubled:ykthat anye thynge happen 
nat to thy pleſour. what creature in al this wozlde 


| Thekyzſte 
hath al his pleour. Se nat wethat almyghty god 
ſulfred many iniuryes and wronges, a that perſõ 
hath moſte auauntage in hopethat moſteſuffereth 
pacyently foꝛ the loue ot our loꝛde. The frail woꝛde 
ly people beholdynge onely outwardethynges lay 
thꝰ. Beholde howe gode a lykethis man hath how 
ryche:howe great poſſeſſids:howe myghty power 
howe ſtronge and fayꝛe a nature. But tholegodes 
be of litelkcertente euer in mouinge and they be pol 
leſſed euer with labour e fere Therfoꝛe beholde the 
heuenly godes that halbe poſleſled wyth al pleſur 
and neuer fade. (Thefelyciteof man ſtondethenat 
in abũdaunce of woꝛdly godes but it reqͥreth thyn 
ges neceſſary foꝛ this woꝛlde. Euer the moꝛe ſpyꝛy⸗ 
tual a man delpreth to be / the moꝛe bytternes he p⸗ 

tepueth in this woꝛldec moꝛe derely pceyuethethe 
lautes of our coꝛruptiblekynde. c therloꝛ the ꝓfyte 


Dautd deſyꝛed of our loꝛde to be delyuerd from all 


luche neceſſary defautes that ĩ maner let men to co 
me to pfeccyd. But wo be to them that knowenat 
theyr mybye c wo betothem that hauetheyꝛ grea 
telt plealure in this myſerye ⁊ coꝛruptyble lyfe: foꝛ 
and luche myght euer lyue here they were content 
dilpilige in maner the true felpcite tocome: where 
euer man that cometh is moſteptytly ſuſtylid. O 
bhowe vnhappy a vnkaythful creature that by inoꝛ 
” Dinatedeſy:eoftraſytozy æ erthely thynoes art ſo 
blinde that thou haſt no ſpũall taſtebut of carnalle 
fſhynges. But at the houre ofthy dethe thyn iyen 
(halbe opened with peynes — 
= li. 1 
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* howevyleglytelofreputacys thele thynges were 
wherin thou dydiſt put thy vnhappy kelycyte But 

the holy ſayntes and the deuout louers of god ha⸗ 
ue nat pꝛyncypally attended to tholethynges that 
were plealaunt to the fleſſhe oꝛ thoſethynges that 
hath tempozally floꝛyſſhed in this woꝛlde but alle 
theire hope cc entent was in this woꝛlde to poſleſſe 
the godes eternal. All theyꝛe delyꝛe was exalted to 
the moſte hye and inuil ible goodelyſt it choulde be 
dꝛawen to erthely thynges by the mene okofthun? 
ges vylyble. O thou dull loule that perſeuexeſte in | 

outwarde tribulacyon oꝛ inly temptacyon#iboth 
ouercome remeinber that in tyme oktribulacion oz 
temptation is the moſte frutful tyme ofmerite. Foꝛ 
thou muſte go thꝛughe fyꝛe and water afoze thoe 
tome into the place offynalleconſolacvon andreſt; - 
And thou ſhalt neuer ouercome vyce but by violen 
te: we may natlonge be without lynnetydeouſnes 
oꝛ ſoꝛo was longe as we here this frayle bodye a 
bout wyth vs. we wolde be gladdeto haue qupet⸗ 
nes from alle ſynne and myſerye: but fkoꝛ aſmoche 
as we haue loſt innocencyeby ſynne webenat e 
thy to haue here the plate okioye and felyciteThers 
foꝛe we muſt by pacyence abyde the mercye ol oure 
loꝛde: vnto the tyme that our mylerable moztalite 
be perfytly chaunged into thelyfe perdurable and 
immoztalle, O howe frayle is our humayne lyna⸗ 
ge euer pꝛone and redy to vyce. This day thou arte 
confeſſed ofthy ſynnes:the next day thou retozneſt 
vnkyndely to thelameſynne. owe thou [purpo-- 


The kyrſt 
feſt toceſſe fro thy ſynne and within the*paceofan 
hour thou falleſtevntothelame:as thoughe they 
had madenop2omys nepurpolecontrarye. And 
therfoze wehaueſufficient occalion ofhumylyacio 
wherby wemay manyleſtly perceyue onr ownei- 
kyꝛmytees c vnſtabilnes. And that vertue that we 
longe tyme laboured ſoꝛ # by grace obteyned is ſo⸗ 
ne loſte by neglygence. And we berempſſe ⁊ negly⸗ 
get nowe whan we be moſte myghty to laboure, 


byl in bodye. O howe vnhappy be tho that repute 
themſylfe ure ceſlynge to labour agaynſt vyce as 
they were ſure in gode lyfe. iyt there is no token i 
maner ok pfecciõ in theyr lyke: they that thike the- 
lylfe perſyte as J haue rehercid it wereexpedyente 
that they were inſtructed as Poupices begynners 
to growe in mozepertyte vertues; 
¶ The.xxiii. Chapter ofthe meditacyon of dethe. 
p Noupde foꝛ thy ſylke whyles thou artehere: 
fo: thou ſeeſt that this day a man is: and the 
moꝛoweheappereth nat. And whan heis wythe- 
d2awen from thebodely ſyght / he is lone foꝛgoten 
goltely. O the great dulnes and hardnes okmänes 
hert that moꝛe myndeth and pꝛouydeth foz traſito 
Cy thyngespꝛelent:than eternallethynges foꝛ to co 
me. It thou woldeſt in euery woꝛde: warke a thou 
ght remẽberas thou chuldelone dyethan thou ha⸗ 
uinge a gode conſcience thuldeſt nat ſo inoꝛdinatly 
kere dethe. It is moꝛe pꝛokytable to auoyde ſynne 
than to flee dethe. Ithou be aten this dave to 
iii 


what ſhal we do whan we waxe dullkin wyt & fe- 


144 Gl ; 
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| Parte N 
dye by theſame reald thou l halt nat be redy to mo 
rowe: foꝛ tomoꝛoweis a dayvncertayne and thor 
knoweſt nat whetherthou ſhaltcontinuetherto oz 
nay, what auayleth it to lyue longe and the lyfe to 
be lytel oꝛ nothyngeamended. A longe lyfeencrea⸗ 
ſeth nat alway vertue: but dyuerſe tymes ſynne # 
vyce, wolde god we myght beconnerfaunt euere 
day in this woulde without an ye offence. There be 
many that count many peres ot conuerſacyon:but 
ful fewe ol krutefulllyuinge. O it is ferefull to dye 
but perauenture it is moꝛe ieoperdous to lyue len⸗ 
ger. Bleſlyd be tho perſons that continuallye haue 
the houre of deth akoꝛe theyr{yght:and that enery 
day diſpoſethemlylfe to dye. Reduce tothy remem 
bꝛaunce ſomeperſone thatthou haſtelene departe. 
and thynkethat lyke wyle thou muſt nedys depar 
te. whan thou ryleſt in the moꝛning dout whether 
thou thalte continue in bodely helthe vnto nyghte 
And therfoꝛe euer diſpoſethy fylfetobe redy that 
deth neuer may fynde the vnredy nea llepar: and 
remember howe many do departe lodaynly. and 
whan they leſte hauebyleued they hauegone. The 
ſonne of man both god and man dur iuge halle co⸗ 
me that tyme whan weleſte wene as heſayth him 
ſylfe, whanne thy laſt hour cometh than ſhalt thou 
repent fulle foze of thy remyſſe and negligent lyfe, 
Dowegracyous-and happy is that ſoule that now 
in his lyfelaboureth to be inthat ſtate as it deſireth 
to be foundein his dethe. To contempnethe wozl- | 
deperkytely:a great delyretopꝛophyte in vertux 


| 
| 
f 
| 
, 


| 


thy body noweby penaũce c than thou maiſt haue 


ſhalt nat lyue oone day to the ende. Howe manye 


Thelecõde 


Joue ok dylcyplyne: labour in penaunce: a pꝛompte 


wyll to obedience/redy to foꝛlake theyze owne yl 
theſuppoztacyon ofeuery trybulation foꝛ the loue 
ok our loꝛde theſeſhall enducevs too haue a greate 
tonkidenceto departe happelpe oute okthis wonlde 
It is mochebetter be tyme too pꝛouyde foꝛ thy ſel⸗ 
feand fynde thy goodes byfoꝛe thethan to truſt to 
other that perauenture chalknought oꝛlytel ꝓuide 
fo:the, And thou laboure nat nowebyſelyefo2 thy 
ſelfewho hall bebeſy foꝛ the in time to come Now 
the tymeis very pꝛecyus. but it is lamentable too 
fpendethat tyme vnpꝛokitably where wempahte 
deſerue godes of the which we l huld line d ioye et⸗ 
nally the tyme hal comethat thou woldeſt beglad 


to haue one day oꝛ hour to amẽde thy ſelle in but J 


knowenat whether thou ſhalt obteyne it o2 naye. 
O thou vncircũſpecte ſoule ofhowe greate peryl c 
fere myghtis thou deliuer thy ſelfe of noweifthou 
wolde nowe kere to ofkende god & luſpecte the com⸗ 
ynge ol dethe. Studye nowe to lyue ſo that in the 
houre ot thy deth thowe may rather ioye than fere 
Leꝛne nowe to die krom the woꝛlde that than thou 
mayſt begiĩne to lerne wyth criſte L ernenow tocõ 
tempne al woꝛdly thynges that than thou may fre 
ly wythout any impedyment goo to criſt Chaſtiſe 


ſerten conlydence of rewarde O thou vnwyſe mã 
why makyſt thou ſo great a ſurepꝛouilon toꝛ the 
tyme to coome whan thou arte not ſurethat thou 


Parte k 
h auebe deceyued thynkynge to lyuelonge code en/ | 
ly hauediſceſſed, Poweoft tymes haſte thou herde | 
of thoſe that be departed howeſomehauebeſlaine | 
wyth ſwerde: ſome drownede: ſome fallynge fro | 
hyeplate haue bꝛoken they? necke:ſomectigehaue 
beſtrangled:ſome with kyꝛe: ſome wyth y2o:ſome | 
wyth theues haue be deſtroyed a lo the endeok eue 
ry man in this woꝛlde is deth: and the lyfe ot man 
in this woꝛlde as aſhadowevanyſſhethe awaye. 
whoſhalrememberoz pꝛay foꝛthe after thy dethe 
thou knoweſt nat. Therfoꝛenoweinſtoze thy ilfe 
of ryches ĩmoꝛtalkthat ſhal cotynue after thy deth 
Euerlobour foꝛ that thynge that may honour god 
and helpe thy ſoule x attende therto: ſtudye to ma⸗ 
ketheſayntes ofheuen a thefrendes ofgod thy [re 
des: and they ſhalle receyue theinto euerlaſtinge ta 
bernacles: Thou relygious loulebehauethy ſylfe 
vpon erthe as a pilgrym ᷑ a ſtraũger:Foꝛit pertey |! 
neth no thynge to the to intermyt ofthe belynes ok 
this woꝛlde. Pꝛeſerue thy hert kre and dyꝛect itto 
our loꝛde.foꝛ thou haſt no Cyte here abydinge and 
therfoze dyꝛecte thy dayly moꝛninge and pzayervp 
warde:that after thylpiryte departe kro thy bodye 
it may be woꝛthy tobe graciouſly tranſlated into 
thatceleſtialk and perpetuall Cyte. 
¶ The. xxiiii. Chapter is ofthelaſt iugementek pey 
* deputed koꝛ ſynne. 
{ Mal thy labours beholde the ede & howthou 
hal ſtõde afoze the iuge to whome no thynge 
can be hyd. he that day lhal nother be moued with 


2 „ 


Che kpꝛtt⸗ 


| rewardysnozpzaternoz any other taulethat may 


be allegid but heſhal iuge that is rightwis O thou 
myſerable vnwyle lynner what chal thou anl we 


rethat day to thatloꝛdeknowige al that euer thou 
haſt done Ikthou fere lõtyme in thys woꝛlde the 
face ot a moꝛtall man whyche thou haſt dyſplaſed 
howe moche moꝛe chuldeſte thou feere the face or 


thys thy eternall iuge., why pꝛouideſt thounot foꝛ 
the daye ok iugement. whan there maye no man be 
accepted oꝛ defended by another , But euery man 
ſhall and were foꝛ his owne lelfe. Nowe thy welle 
oꝛderyd laboure is fruttull thy wepynge accepta⸗ 
ble thy moꝛnynge woꝛthy to be hardethy loꝛowe 
purgeth xis latylfactozy; Thepacyent man that 


fo: hys owneiniurye hathe an hollom purgatoꝛy⸗ 
And lykewyſe they that pꝛayefoꝛ theyr ennemles 
it in theyr herte foꝛyeue theyr offencys a they that 


tary not too acke fozgeuenes of other koꝛ theyr of- 
fences, andbe mozeredy too remptte thannetobe 
wroth. And they that by vyolence reſtreynetheyr 


ſelfe fro linneand euer be bely too make the body 


obedyent to the ſoule. Alle thole haue an hollome 
purgatoꝛy in thys lyfe. It is moche moꝛe pꝛotyta⸗ 
ble nowe to purge oure lynne and kytte itawaye' 
than to abyde the purgacyõ therok with thefyreof 
purgatoʒy. Uerely we deceyueoureſelfeby inoꝛ⸗ 
dynate loue that we haue to our ſelfe; what challe 
thelyre come to deuoure buttethy lynne Euer the 
mozethou ſparyſte thy ſelke owe and ſo folowyſt 


moꝛe lamenteth foꝛ the malyte ot ſynners Than 
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Parte. 5 
theſenſuall appetytethemozegzenouſeſhalbethy | 
peyneafterwardeand moꝛe greuus the kyre. And | 
therfozeloke what thynge man motegreuuſlyof | 
kyndethe in and therin ſhalle be hys moozepeyne |- 
The llouth full perſoneſhalbepuniſſhed with bze | 
nynge bꝛondys The gloton thathatheconſumed | 
metys c drynkes ſuperfluuſ ly to the detriment ok 
their body # the ĩiurye ol the poure that famiſſhed | 
fozhungerthanneſhalle they famyſſhefozhunger | 


in ſo moche that yl they wolde delyre a d2oppeof | 


water to mytage that excedynge ardoꝛe that they 
hall ſufferthanne it challe not be poſſpble to them 
to obteyne it. The lecherous people and theinoꝛ ? 
Dinatelouers ot theyr luſtys chall becompelled too 
dꝛynke the ſtynkynge andabhompynableinflamed :- 
pyche and bꝛymſtone And the enuyus peoplechall 
wayle c howle as wode hoũdes And ſo euery ſine | 
Thall hauehis pꝛoper tozmente#peynecozeſpodig | 
to hym And the obſtynatepꝛoudect couetis ꝑperſõs 
ſhall be replenyſſhed wyth all confulyon #penury 
Ther challbe onehouremoꝛe peynkull c greuouſe 
than here a hundred pere in bitter penaunte Ther 
chall neuer be conſolacyon ne reſteto thoſe that be 
dampned oꝛ chall be dãpned but herethe troubled 
perſons haue ſometyme alleuiaũte of theyr paines 
and conſolacyon oftheyr krendys Benowebely 
lozyefo2 thy ſynne that in the dayeof iugement 
thou may haue ſuryte wyth holy ſayntes whych 

than t hall ſtonde in greate conſtance agenſtethoſe 
that haue vnrightfully vered them, And loke as 


SO? - 


vyle veſture ſhall chine and the gliſterige garmẽtis 


The fyfte 


they be nowe iugyde or other men lo thanneſhall 
they iuge other. Thannethepotreobedyentloule 
| ſhalllhauegretconfydence@the obſtynate pꝛoude 
man hal quake a fereon euery ſide Thã ſhal they 


be reputed wyle that hathe lerned in thys woꝛlde 


okour loꝛde to be abiecte c dy pyſed Thanneſhall 


all trybulacyon paciẽtly ſuffered be ful ꝓfytable c 
euery iniquite hall troublethe aucto2 therof Tha 
ſhal euery deuouteſouletoye#euery wicked crea⸗ 
tuꝛeſhal wayle# moꝛne than chall the fleſſhe that 
hath ben with reſone chaſtyſed be moꝛe glad thã ik 
it had be alway in delectacyon c pleaſure thanthe 


ſhalle be derke and vyle and the pouꝛe cotage moꝛe 
ol pꝛyce than the greategloꝛyus palys edykyed foꝛ 
pompe ⁊ pꝛydethan hall be moꝛe alowable acon 


ſtant pacyente than all pſurped power than challe 


thetrue obedyence of a meke relygyꝰ ſoule be moꝛe 
exalted than any wonldely cautelus pzudencethan 
chal a clere conſcyence be moteioyfullthan the arro 
gaũce ot poetis oꝛ phyloſophers than thecõtempte 
of ryches (hallbe moꝛe ol pꝛycethan the treſoure of 
all the erthe Than thou ſchalt haue moꝛe delectaciõ 
in deuoute pꝛapyer thã in the delectable kedige And 
thou ſhalt moꝛe reioyſe ofthy lylece that thou haſt 
kepte than ofthy longe ſuperflu? ſpeche Thã ſhal 
the holy werkis be moche moꝛe ol pꝛycethannethe 
fayrexpleſante woꝛdes Than hall a ſtraite life 
peynful be mote pꝛofytablethan all woꝛdly delecta 


tion Lerne nowe to ſuffer (malle trybulaciõs that 
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Parte 
than thou may be deliuered kom gret trybulaciõs 
It thou wyltein any wyſe by contynuaũce okthy 
kynne oꝛder thy ſelfeto the kyre make erperyence, 
Putte thy hande in the kyre If thou may not ſuf- 
ker thys lytelle peyne:howe l halle thou indure too 
luffer thy hole body perpetually to be putte in the 
fyre It nowe a lytelle poſſyon make the ſo inpacy 


tothe. Thanne gyue hede. thou mayſte not haue 
the full plelure bodely here and in the lyketo come 
the abundaunte of ſpirtiuall ioye Therfozeifthou | 
wyltafterwardereyne wyth cryſtein ppetuall ple 

lure folowe hym here in thys lyfe wyth penaũces 
Ik thou hadde lyued frs the beginige ol the woꝛld 
to thys daye in alle honoure and pleſure that were 
pollyble to be haddein thys lyfe they ſhuldenowe | 
be all paſte as a dꝛeme that hotly apperetheand | 
loneis foꝛgoten And yfthou ſhuldeſtelyue nowe 
lykewyle to the woꝛldes ende and thannedeparte- 
what chulde remayne ol theleplelures nothynge 
Than we maxye conclude that alle wozdly plelure 
is but vanyte and all other thynge in thys woꝛlde 


is vanyte lauyuge the loue of god e hys ſeruyce oz f 


thynge oꝛdꝛed totheſe That ſoule that loueth god 
with all his herte it nother fereth detheinoꝛdinatiy 
tounentys Jugemente ne helle. Fozperfyte loue 
hath lure paſſageto ouùre loꝛde who ſo euer hathe 

delyte to offende it is no meruayle yt thy dꝛede de 
the and theyr Jugemente iytteyfthe loue of god 
mae not wythedzawethefroſynne thanne yt is 


1 


ent what chall the intollerable paynes of helle doo 


; CThekyꝛzſte 
gode d expedient that thouceſſeofſynnefo2thefere 
blthe pepnes of hel. And that plonthat pꝛekerrethe 
any woꝛdly loue atoꝛe the loue ołf god can nat long 
ſtondein the ſtate of grace: but hechal ſone be tyed 
in theſnareofthedeuylle, 
¶ The. xxv.chapter okthe feruent emandacvon of 
all the lyfe of man. 
| Okethatthou be wakynge ek diligẽt in the b⸗ 
uyce ot god # thou religius ſoule remẽber by⸗ 
ſely whether thou art come why thou haſt foꝛla⸗ 
ken the wonlde. was it nat fo that entẽt that thou 
ſhuldeſt become a ſpiritual man oꝛ woman #tolo- 
ue t ſerue god only. Therkoꝛeintyte thy ſylte to ha 
ue feruourto ſpiritual ꝓtyte.Foꝛ thou chaltſhoꝛtly 
receyuethy rewarde ok allthy labours and in that 
heuenly inheritalicechalbe nouther loꝛowe ne fere 
Nowelabour alytel æ than thou chalt fynde grete 
reſt and perpetual gladnes yfthou wilt faythfully 
ct feruently abydein vertuous labourethoulhalt 
fynde withoutdout that ourlozdeſhall feythfully 
ſt abũdaũtly rewardethe,andhauehopethatthoy 
ſhalt come to victoꝛy. But it is expedient that thou 
therin haue nat to gret ſurty:lyſt thou be negligẽt 
02 exalted therby in thy mynde. There was a cer- 
tayneperſõ that was oftymes flowige in his myn 
debytwene fere and hope: and on atymebeing full 
ofanguiſſhe and ſoꝛowe in a churche felle pꝛoſtrate 
tothe grunde laynge thele woꝛdes. O yl IJ myght 
knowe whether J chalperſeuer and ouercomethis 
great temptacyon that Jam ny herdeanon the 
t 


Parte! 
anfwere of our loꝛdechewed to hym i his ſoule ſa⸗ 
vnge what woldeſtethou do yfthouknewell that 
Do nowe that as thou woldeſt do thantand ther⸗ 


ol god:and ok his klowinge and vnſtedfaſt mynde 


by thou mayſte haue luerte / And loo anon he was 
reconfozted;andcommytted hymſylfe to the wyll | 


was payſed and woldenomozeby curious inquy | 


ſycion deſy2etoknowe what ſhulde befalltohym 


in tymetocome:but rather he ſtudied toknowthe 


wyl ofgod;heſtodyed toconfermehis wyll to the 
wylleofgodtas welle in the begynninge as in the 
endyngeofenery dedethat hecholde do. The pꝛo⸗ 
phete Dauid exoꝛtynge euery manvnto Stueſaith 


thou ſhalt befed wythethe krutes therof. Theron 
tynualke grouge and labour of temptacion and tri 
bulocyon wythdꝛaweth ryght many from pꝛokyt 
and feruent emendacyon. Uerely tho that enfoꝛce 


theyzſylfe wyth myghty applycacion to ouerctome 


thoſethyinges that be greuous and cotrarieto the 
helthe oftheire ſoules: they ꝓkyte excedynge other: 
and man in moꝛtitienge ot his lenlual partys and 
ouercomige ofhymſylfetherinhelpecially pfiteth 
and cometh to moꝛe abundaticeofgrace:but euery 
man hathe nat in lyke to ouercome ozto moꝛtykye 
A feruent louer oł god yr he haue moo and gretter 
paſſyons oꝛ lettyngeſhaltmozeſpiritually pꝛokyte 
thã the vᷣtuous plon that hath les feruour to Vᷣtue 


Therebetwothynges that ſpecpally helpea loule 


tacometo vertue:to withdzaweitſilfe violẽtly fro. 


* 
* 


| 


7 


| 
| 


Do well and hope in god: Inhabytethe erthe and 


| 


| 


The kyzſte 
thole thynges that coꝛrupte nature is incdlyned tor 
feruently to laboure fo; that grace oꝛ Btue that we 
pceyue we haue mooſte nedeto. Gyue hede in anye 
wylethat thou auoyde thole vyces in thy ſilfe that 
thou art moſte greued oꝛ mylcotent withyn other 
men: and be glad to gader vertue of euery vertuoꝰ 
creature as the hony Be gadꝛeth his hony ofdiner 
ſe kloures ſo conlider al thoſethat thou art conuer⸗ 
ſaunt with. Chele of echone of theymelome vertue 
refuſyngetheyꝛe vyce:take the fayꝛe flour krom the 
bꝛambelle and hurt nat thy honde of the thozne, 


And ykit happen the to be hurt indeuer thy fylfeto 
be recouerde wythout delay As thyn iye zledereth 
the warkes of other lo thou art noted of other, O 


howe iocunde ct mery is it to be conuerſaũt wythe 
cõpany ot honeſt name c famefapthfull and teruẽt 
in theloue ofgod And contrary wyle it is greuous 
tobeacompanyed with tho that be dildꝛdred both 
to god r manꝛthat nouther as louers nefeythfulle 
[ubiectis hauecõplenyſſhed thole thiges that they 
bt called to. Howeiuconuenient thyngeisa perſon 
to be neglygent in thole thinges that heis called to 
of our loꝛde:⁊ to gyue hede to thole thiges that he 
is nat boũdeto. Reduce to thy remẽbraũce the ſtate 
of thy perfeccyon that thou art called to the ymita 
cio of Jeſu cryſt oꝛbuyte.alyð well his lytechowe 
ferre thy lyle dilcoꝛdeththerkro æthouchalt fynde 
thy lylle no goode dyſcypleno? ſcoler but rather a 
truynde oꝛ apoſtata. That relygyous ſoulethat de 
youtly exercyſehit a on paſſiõ of our 


_ thynges thatbecomaunded to it. And a negligent 


Parte, 


lowdeſhalfyndetherin althynges pzofytableane- "F 


ceſſary foꝛit + abundaũtlye #ſhalnatnedetoſeche 
any better thingethan in this lyfeis conteyned. © 
that ſoulethat myght alway hauetheremebrauce 


of Jeſu cruciſyed:howelone#ſufficientiiſhuldeit | 


be enfourmed With knowlege neceſlary. A feruent 
religious ſoule paciently ſuffrethx oblerueth thoſe 


X a remyſſe religius ſoule hath tribulatio vpon try 


bulacion.and ſuffrethanguyſſhe c tribulacion on | 
euery party æ that is foꝛ it lacketh inly conlolacyon 


and is reſtrayned frome outwardeconfo2t « That 
religious perſone that lpuethe without dilcyplyne 
is redy to kalle to ruyne. And that man that euer ſe 
keth moꝛe large maner æ lybertein his lyke: halbe 
alway in anguyſthex trouble and euer chal dilple⸗ 
le hym other that lyke that he hath begon oꝛels fox 


hehathe lekt a better. Take hedehowe many religi 


ous pepel foꝛ the loue ot god x euerlaſtinge ioy and 


ſtrayte religvon. They be wythdꝛawen fromethe 
wWoꝛlde and delyꝛe nat to be greatlyeconuerſaunte 
wyth the woꝛlde / they be poꝛely fed content wythe 


liberte nowe obedyentlye lyuethevnder therulek 


vyle & groſſe clothynge:they laboure moch andſpe 
ke butlytelſuperfluouſly they watchelonge and ſo 
ne ryleꝛlonge in pꝛayer and holyredinge ofkrutkul 


doctryne / and that they may cometo euerlaſtynge 


lyberte. Theykepe theyꝛe ſylfekrothe ſpateokthys 
ſho:t lyfe vnder obedience and in p2yſon, Conſyðd 
theholyozdersofrelygyon both ofmen @ women 
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. Theſecöde 
as thoſeofthecharterhouſe obſeruantis minoꝛs + 
mynoꝛes holy anksn2s 4 ankeres how belily they 
labour night a day topleſexſerue our lozdeThele 
quycke examples of lo gret multitude chulde iduce 
the to be aſhamed too be ſo indenoute remyſſe in 
the leruyte of god O howe iocunde ð plelant a lite 
fhulde it beto a ſoule that hadde no woꝛdly thige 
to do but to loue god contynually with all his hert 
in warkes a woꝛdes O yk we myghtcotinuei this 
lyke wythout bodely refeccyon as etynge a dꝛiking 
llepinge oꝛ other bodely neceſſites and gyue hede al 
only to holy meditatyon c gooſtly fedig c refeccõn 
ofoureſonle.than we chuldebe moche moꝛe happy 
than webe nowein leruige c attendynge mozefo2 
bodely thynges than gooſtly ꝓkytte. whan man co 
myth ones to that pfeccio that he lechethe cõſolacy 
on ok noo creatuꝛe thanne begynnethe he to haue a 
ſpyrytuall talãge in god. ec when he is cõtẽte wyth 
euery foꝛtune as wele wyth aduerſyte as plperite 
cofourmig c referrynge al his werkes to god to ſer 
ue and obey to hys wylle, Euer remẽbꝛe the ẽde ot 
euery thynge that thou beginneſte a alſo that time 
loſte can not be recouered and thou ſhalte neuer op 
teyue vertue wythoutlabourea dyligence# whan 
thou begynneſte to beremyſle in ſpyritual labours 
than thou beginneſte to waxe euille Jfthon applie 


thy ſelfe ſpiritually to moꝛe vertue thou ſhalte fide 


greate pealſe and thanne by grace ofgod x#louethat 
thou haſteto vertuethouſhalt fyndetheſpirytual 
exercyſe in vertueeuer moꝛe * lyghter A 

fil | 


¶ here begynnethe the ii. boke or Johñ Gerſon of | 


Parte 5 | 
teruent+tloupngeſouleis euer redy to all thynge 
thatbeexpedient tothepleſure ofgod c ſpiritual p 
kytte okit lelfe It is moꝛelabour torelyſte vice and 
inoꝛdinate paſſyons than to be occupyed in bodely 
labours and y thou wyl not gyue hede to auoyde 
theleſſe line thou ſhalt lone be inducyd to the moꝛe 
And wha thou haſte bꝛoughte the day tothe eucti | 
de in vertuꝰ occupacio without eny gret diſpleſure 
to our loꝛdethã thou maiſt be gladde c luerly take 
thy reſte in hym And euer afoꝛe all other ſoules gik 
hede to thyne owne ſoule excyte c moue thy lelle 
to vertue and what lo euer thou doeſt be neuer nec 
ligent in thole thinges that beneceſſary foꝛ thyſou | 
le q loke howe moche thou deſyreſte to pꝛofitte and 
lo moche applye thy ſelfe violently to goſtly #ſpy- | 
ritual labours. And thus endethe the firſteboke ok 
Johñ Gerſon of the imitacyon okcryſte. 5 


the inwarde a deuoute conuerlacion oftheſouleof | 
man. 1 


Fter the lentence ol oure lau youre Jeſu | 
Chꝛyſtethe inwarde reyne ok god vs in 
theſouleofman;Returne thy ſelfe with 
al thy hert to our loꝛder foꝛſake the ioꝛdi 
nat loue ofthe wouldex thy ſoule l hall fynde reſte 
lerne to cõtẽpne out warde thigis a applie thi mide 
to in warde thyngis thou ſhalte pceyuethat the 


a 


Cͤhelecöde | 

kuyngdõ ok god Thall come to the wherwith comith 
| peas ioye in the holy gooſt that is not graũted to 
no wycked man Ik thou wylte pꝛepare in thy ſou 
leacondynge manlpon cryſte halle come abyde 
here to thy inly confolacyon Alle the pꝛyncypalle 
ioy c delyteh that god hathe in man is in the obe⸗ 
dyence and vertue ofthe ſoule there he is cuſtom⸗ 
ably wyth meruelus {wetnes&gret famylyaryte 
confo:tably fedynge it wythegooltly ſpeche c doc- 
tryne O thou fayth full loule pꝛepare thy herte too 
cryſte thy lpoulethat he may cometherto: and by 
hys goodnes maketherin a manſyon Foz heſayth 
in thegoſpelfof Johfi:whoſolouethe me he ſhalle 
obſerue my cõmaũdemẽtis c my fad c J with the 
holy goſteſhal come to hym & make with him tha 
bitacyon by grace vnto webzingehim to theceleſti 
allehabitacion ofglozye. Make redy a plate in thy 
ſoule to hymthat creatte it æ lette no thynge haue 
intereſle therin that may offende hym Jfhe abyde 
with thethat is loꝛde of all richeſſehow maiſt thou 


bepoꝛe he ſ halbe aſuffycient and a faythfulle pꝛo⸗ 


uyſourefo2 the in all thynge expedyentte foꝛ the in 
whome thou muſt moꝛe conſtaũtly hope c byleue 
thã in euery creature foꝛ allcreaturs moꝛtal be mu 
table and thoughethepꝛomys neuer lolurelye yet 
they mape be ſone chaunged But cryſte that is the 


lwete lirmament euer in one abydingemay nat of 


eny wyſle bꝛeke hys abſolutepzomys By a krende 
| thatis moꝛtalł neuer ſo keythtulle o2 beloued pet in 
F that that he is moztall#fraylehe may bechatiged 


Parte 

They that thys daye be thy frẽdis to moꝛow may 
be thyne ennemyes and therkoꝛe put no fure conky 
dence but in god whome thou ſhalt loue x fere abo 
ue all thynge Here wehaue nocerten habitaciõ but 
wherloeuer we be in this woꝛlde we be as pilgris 


t ſtraungers (hall neuer haue true reſte without 


we be vnyte to cryſte Fyxe thyne iye ofthy ſoule 
ofthe pꝛeſent thinges in this would ofthepilgzims 


bewty ofthoſe thigis that bẽ in their way but thir 
mindis renne moſt of the ende okthir iourney Se 


vleof erthly thynges Bewarethat thou inclyne 


that gone by the way whych be not taryed dy the 


lette the tpe ok our loules be fired pfitly ĩheuẽ wher 
be trueiyes and than c hall we be leſſetaryed in the 


nat ſo moch vnto erthly thiges that thine appetite | 
benot therwyth attached thou made lubiete tos 
the gret enemy the woꝛlde d lo ſpyrytuaily periſſh | 
Lette thy meditaryon be alwaye ofhithatismoſt | 


hygh a directethy cõtinuall pꝛaier to cryſt Jfthou | 


all trybulaciõs bodely # goſtly And fere not moch 


examples ot our maſter cryſt that was moſte vyle 
reputed and in hys moſteneceſſyte fozfakenof his 


(ufferand bedyſpyſed# wedeſyretobemagnified 


cannotoccupyethy mynde in thehygh cotempla- | 
cyon okgod reſtethan in the paſſyonofourſautour | 
and let thy conteplacyd reſte in his bleſſed woũdis 
and there thou ſchalt perceyueſynguler confoꝛtein 


okthe detrattacyon ofeuillſpecheofthe wozdly pe 
opylleyfthou gyuenocauſetherto Foꝛ wehaue 


krendys and aquayntatice Criſte oure leder wolde L 
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p _ (Thelecove 

| glotheto ſuffer iniury oꝛ wꝛonge. Criſte hadde ad 
uerſar vs detrattours and we wolde haue all to 
be our frendes c benefactours. Howe chulde thy 
pacyẽce be crowned without aduerlyte And thou 
wyll ſuffer none aduerſytehowe lhulde thou be 
the louer of cryſt. Ifthou wylt rayne wythe hym 
in perpetuall plefureſuffer wyth him herein tẽpa 

trybulacyons; Ikthou myghte onys perfytly ent 
in the inly deuocyon of ieſu cryſte perceyue a litel 
ofhis feruentlouethan thouſhuldeſt but litel foꝛce 
all woꝛdly auaũtage oꝛ dyſauaũtage but ſhuldeſt 
rather Joye in iniuryes and cotemptesſhewed to 
the. Foꝛ the perkyte loue ofgod incyteth man to cõ⸗ 


all inoꝛdynate affeccyons x may wythout defaute 
holy conuerte hym elfe to cryſte and in hym haue 
periytereſte æ fruicyõ. He that pꝛaileth the gode ol 
the woꝛlde notte as they be extemed ofthe woꝛdly 
peplebut as they be ofpꝛyce in theyr lelfe that pſõe 
is very wyſe c rather inſtructed of god than of mã 
(That ſoule that hathe at lyberte the inwardemo⸗ 
ciõs of vertu & põ derethe but litel the out ward thi 
ges he abydeth nother place noꝛ tymeto haue ver⸗ 
tu? exerciſes i godelite. The inly mã may ſone vn 
texcalle to gider his inly powers & vertuꝰ ol his ſo 
ule foꝛ they be neuer holy occupied with outwarde 
thiges The outwarde laboure oz exercyſe isnecel⸗ 
lary foꝛ a tymeit letteth hys ſoule but litel ofhis ꝑ 
keccõns foꝛ euery thynge that behappythe to hym 
wether it be aduerlyteoꝛ pſperyte he referreth yt 


tinue him elle in the inly lone ol god that is fre fz 


tdly coſolacyd outwardethou mightyſtehauethy | 
che excedeth al wondly # tranſl itoꝛy confozte as he 


the lubiecteto the pꝛelate. 


Parte. 
to the wyll of god Lokehowe moche moꝛe amã lo 
ueth any woꝛdly thige thã it chulde be louid ſo mo 
che his myndeis diſtractexletef2othetrueozdyna 
te loue of god Jfthy ſoule were ꝑkitly pourged fro 
all inoꝛdynate affecciõns euery auẽture foztune | 
comig to the'ſhuldebetotheaugmetacioofvertue 

tgraceto thy ſoule The cauſe why many thiges | 
dilſpleaſeo2 trouble theis that thou art not yet pfit 
ly mottified in thy ſelfenepourged fro alfiozdina- | 
te loue of erthlythynges Thereis no thig that dyl 
oꝛderyth oz filythetheloule of man as ipurect diſoꝛ 
dꝛed loue of creatures Ifthou woldeſt ſekeno woz 


medytaciõ c heuẽly cõſolacvõ in thy ſoulethe why 


ten excedethe erthe | 
¶ The ſecondechapter okthe humble lubieccion of 3 


Ho lo euer be wythethe oꝛ contrary too | 
thelaboure wyth all thy myghteto ha⸗ 
ue thy loꝛde god with the ĩ euery viage | 
- 92thig that thou doeſte c thã thou may 
ſte ſay with Dauid the ꝓphete god is my helper 1 
ſhalt nat fere the ennemy of man. The moſteimedi | 
ate meneto haue god with the is to haue a godecle | 
neconſcyente And loke to who lo euer god puttith 
furth his handeto helpe theretan no aduerlitehurt | 
hym And ykthon r. au cpe ſcylence and pacyence 
thou ſhalt without dolle perteyue the helpe of god 
in thy nede. He knowethethetyme and the wayes 


w 


_ CTheſecdde 

of delyterauceand therfoꝛe rekrayne c cõmytte thy 
lelke to hym. It perteyneth to hym to helpe and de 
lpuer the faythfulfobedyentſoules kro perylle and 
iuperdye. It is expedyent foꝛ our humyltacion and 
merytte that ſomtyme other people knowe our de 
fautys and lynnes that they mayecoꝛrecte vs #re- 
pꝛeue vs, whanne man foz hys owne defautys hu 
myleth hym elfe thanhehathemozecompaſſts of 
the kraylteot other and recoſileth him ſelfeto thoſe 
that haue offẽded hym a cõtrary wyſeherecolileth 
thẽ to hym. Almyghty god ptecteth & defedeth the 
meke mã obedyent a hym heknoweth x cou ſeileth 
ct enclyneth hymlelfe to hym a lendeth gret abun⸗ 
dance ot grace to him x ſheweth his lecrete counlel 
to hi Allo he enuiteth him & dꝛaweth him by grace 
benignly @aftcrhishumiliacis c depꝛeſſiõ he ẽhaũ 
lethhitogloꝛy The meke obedyent ſoule ꝓued by 
| Iniury@confuſid map reſtein pele.Foꝛ in as moch 
as it is cõtẽpned of the woꝛldeit is in maner 2ſtray 
ned to flee a reſte in god and neuer eſtimate thy ſelf 
to haue perkytly pꝛokitte withoutethou repute thy 
ſelfemoſte vyle ok all other. 

¶ The iii.chapter ofthe reſtkulle #quyettepſone, 

[| Ohkethou kirſt be quiettethy ſelfe#the thou 
mayſt the better pacitye other Apacyet mã 

is moꝛe cõmendable c ꝓſytablethan a gret lettred 
man ipacyent A perſone that is paſſionatte lightti 
beleueth thewoꝛſte partyeinoly in euery thing 
That perſone that is contente aplyeth euery thig 
beſt and that ſoule that is not wele cöõtẽt is inqete 


thoſethyngesthatbenot lyttynge a omyttetheto 


dttende to the dedys ofother Thou arte redy to er 

fraylteofthy neyghboure But it were moze accoz | 
ſelfeJfthou wylt that other ſuppoꝛte c ſuffer the | 
rite by the which mã chuld be moſt wzoth wythe 


his one oſtẽtes it is no gret mat ofpacies to becs | | 
uerſãte with meke tractable o2 charitablecopanye | - 


vertue c pacyencetobe auerlãt paciẽtiy with fzow | 


Parte, 3 
by dyuerſeſuſpicios#notherquieteihiſelfeneyet | 
ſufferetheother to be in peale #ſpekethe oftymes F* 


ſpeke of thoſe thiges that wereexpediettobeſpoke | 
of Hetõſidereth what other beboũde to do e is ne! 
gligent in that that perteineth to hĩ ſelfe Hauefirft |* 
a zele e a relpecteto thy ſelfe a then thou maiſtbetk 


cuſe thy ꝓper errour c defautis c wil not cõſid the 


dige to eqͥte too excuſetheneighboute# acculeth | . 


thou muſt lötime charitably ſuppozte & ſuffer o⸗ 
ther mẽ how kerre art thou fro pfitehumilite#cha |. 


foz with ſuche plõs euery body ĩmanerdelith natu 
rally to be accompanyed but it is a ſygne of greate 


arde wrathtul euyl manered people that bered 
to pꝛoue our pacyfs with 2tradicon ituries ; w2o | ' 
gys Bleſſed bethole that emongeſte this people be | 
pacyent foꝛ to them by theyrpacyeus pteyneth the | ' 
kingdom ofheuen And that perſonethat by grace 
can applyehym ſelle moꝛe toſufferpacyentiyſhall |: 
obteyne moꝛe pes may be called a conqueroureof 
hym ſelfe z ouer the woꝛlde a loꝛde a frendeof crit 
and the inherytoure ol heuen. ¶ Theliii,chapt of |: 
pure mynde and a true entente, 5 
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(Theſecode | 

m An is eleuate ælyft vp from erthely thynges 
vnto ſpiritualł thynges by faythe and clẽnes 
okmynde as by the meane oftwo wynges Thy en 
tent muſt belymple wythont any duplicyte: # thy 
alleccyon oꝛ delyꝛe pure from al diſoꝛdynaũte The 
ſpuymple c true entent beholdethe god: but thepure 
myndeappꝛehendeth a taketh taſt ofhis ineffable 
ſwetnes, It thou befrefrom al inly and jo2dinate 
affeccyon ther chal no gode operacyon let the from 
the wey ot perfection. That perſon that intendeth 


both the pleaſour of god # the ꝓfyte o his neygh⸗ 


bour may haue true c iniy lyberte ok mynde ykthy 
herte were pfytely oꝛdꝛed euery creature ſ hulde be 
a myꝛroure otlyfe a boke of holy doctryne to the 
There is no creature ſo ĩperfyte oz vyle but ĩ ſome 
maner it ſheweth the godenes of god: yfthy ſoule 
were poꝛe from al ioꝛdinate aftectiõsthouchulde ſe 
tp2ayle euery thyngein due oꝛder. A pure ⁊ clene 
hertepcepueth heuen d hell comonly Theinwarde 
dyſpoſycion ot man is ſhewed by his outwardecõ 
uerlacys there is no iove in this woꝛldeto the ioye 
of a clene 2ſcienceAnd 2trary wylethereis notrou 
ble oꝛ inquietacion in comparyſon okthe trouble ot 
theminde dilcötent ofeuel ⁊ſcience: As the vꝛenxut 
in the fiꝛe is clenled from his ruſt a made clere æ chi 
nynge / ſo the obedient ſoule made hote in the fyze ot 


ue of god and ſoheis chaunged into a newe man. 
whan a ſoulebegynneth to be nen in vertuous 
E i 


tribulacyon is pourged from theruſtofſynne and 
made clere in conlciente and made ardent in the lo⸗ 


tely in the way ok god than it extemeth thelabours 
oz troubles but lyght: the whyche afoꝛe were gre⸗· 
uous and impoꝛtable⸗ 1 
¶ The. v. chapt okthe pperconſideracion ot man: 
mene okour pꝛelũption oꝛ tẽptacion welackebothe | 
lyght that we haue is but lytel c yet welele it ſone | 
ouerſene:that we wyll nat oꝛcan nat ꝑceyue our 


wonꝛle. There be dyuerle that eſtimate and thynke 
theyꝛe dedes be done ofzele and charytethewhiche 


inturies thatbedoneto vs:but weoſidernatwhat |- 


derynge howehe ſhal gyue a count ofhis ꝓper offe | 


— Tg þ 
labour.thanitferethealytellabour and receiuethe 
gladly outwardeconſolacid,Sut whan itbegyn- | | 
neth pfytely to ouercomeit ſylſe:c to walke mygh | 


t Here cholde no vertuous ꝑſon haue grete con 
fidence in theyr ſylfe. Foꝛ manytymesby the | 


grate and wyledom oftreweiugement. theſptiall 


by our neglygence. And diuerſetymes we beſofar 


perblyndenes. Diuerſe tymes webe enel in our de 
dis and in defen{yon oꝛ cxcuſacyon oftheym webe 


they do by ĩmoderate palſyon and carnalyte we be 
redy to repꝛeue ſinalł offences ĩ our neighbours to 
excuſe our ꝓper grete offeces:weberedy to notethe 


other ſuffereth ol vs: If we woldecoſider wel our 
ꝓper offences weſhuldemozepaciently ſufter æ iu 
gethe delautes okother. The vertuous ꝑplon conly 


tes:conlidereth but lytell the offences of other: foz | 
whome helhallenat ant wer. Thou ſhalt neuer be 
inly deuout without thou kepe ſcylẽce okothermẽ⸗ 
nes warkes z wozdes c dylygently beholde thyne 


 __ _(Theſecdde 
owne.Jfthou gyuethyn attendaunceto god# to 
thy ſylfeonely:the outwarde conuerſacyõ of other 
ſhal theles moue the where art thou whã thou art 
nat pꝛeſent to thy ſylfe. Ithou 2lider al otherthin 
ges:thy ſelfe nat cõlidered Whatlhal it auayle the 
Thou ſhalt pfyteſpecyally in goſtly liuĩge ykthou 
plerue thy ſelfefrotumultuous woꝛdly occupacyõ 
ct that religious ſoule may nat gretly pfytegoſtiye 
that motheapplyeth it lylfe to ſeculer occupacyons 
Let nothinge be ſo derely accept to the as thy loꝛde 
god oꝛ thingeoꝛdꝛed to hym: ct eſtymate al delecta⸗ 
cid oꝛ pleſureofany creature nat oꝛdꝛed tohy3 but 


thige vnd god a his laintes but ſmalofkpzice, God 
ofhis ĩcõpꝛehẽlible godenes repleniſſethethe woꝛl⸗ 
dex is theperkyte lolace of ſoule æ gladnes of hert. 
¶ The. vi.chapt᷑ ołthe gladnes of a gode cõſcience. 
t Heconſolacionofagodeſouleisinconſidera- 

tion of a gode cleꝛe conſcience. Labour euer 
to hauea godeconſcience and than thou ſhalt becõ 
tinually in gladnes:and myghty to berepacientlye 
aduerlitees:Fo2 a godecõſcience is euer glad amõ⸗ 
ge aduerſitees & in contrarye wyſe an euel conlcy- 
ente is euer ferekulimpacient and inquyete. Thou 
mayſte reſt ſurelyif thy hertebeynge ryght repꝛeue 
the nat. Benotymeglad but whan thou doſie wel 
The euell people haue neuer true oz perfyte reſt: ne 
perceyueth nat theinly peas ofmynde: foꝛ as oure 
loꝛde layth by his pꝛophete Jſaye, there is noſure 
peas to wycked people: and ikth * — ey be 

2 


vayne aſoulethatpfytely loueth god #reputeth al 


dentein theyꝛelylfe that they thikenothyngemay | | 
remeue theyme krom theyꝛe eſtate. Haue no conky⸗ 


Patte 4 
furenedotbtnataduerſitehatingeſogreatconfy |. 


deuceinſuche maner okpeople:foꝛ without they be | 
retourned fromtheyr iniqtethouſhaltſethe wra- | 


theofgodfalvpon theymeandtheyze ſubtyle and | 


falſe way ſhalbemade vayne:andthey2thoughtis | 
ſhalperyſſhes they alſo, It is nat greuous foꝛ ap⸗ 
kyte louer of godto iopein tribulacys: foꝛ thatis no 


ne other but to ioyein the croſſe ot Jeſu cryſte. The 


honour oz ioyethat is gyuen to man of man is but 


boklmallł quantyte:c ther foloweth that ioye foꝛ the | 


moſtepart heupueſſe. The ioye ofgode people is in 
the conlcience oftheyme and nat in the vayne com | 
mendacion of men. and the gladnes oftheymeisof | 
god d in hym x theyꝛ ioye in vertue c ofgode lyfe | 


Tho that delyꝛethe true c eternalłioy foꝛleth litel 4 
of tẽpoꝛal felicite. That perſon hath tranquillyte# | - 


reſtofhert that nouther delyꝛeth woꝛdly comeda- | 


ykthou be dilpꝛeyled: a whan lo euer thou betom⸗ 


mẽded oꝛ dilpꝛayſed thou art as thou art æ as oure 


loꝛde the ſercher oflecrete myndes knoweth the lo 
thou art vertu? oꝛ vici?;xyfthou 2ſider wel what 
thou art withifo:ththouſhalt litelfozceofthe out 
wWardelãgage ok the people. man beholdeth theout | 
Wardeparteokthebut god beholdeth thehezt man 
2{ideth the warkes but god the entẽt of euery dede 
Itis a godeſygueota meke ſoule: that euer dothe | 


cyon ne kozleth nat oftepozaldiſcomedacio Thon 
art nat moꝛe holy yfthoubecomededneleſſe Stu? | 


| The ſecode 

and vet extemeth it ſpike to do but lytel oꝛ nought. 
That ſoule that inquireth nat ne delyꝛeth nat out 
warde teſtimony foꝛit ſelfe:it is a ligne that it ha⸗ 
the tommpt it ſylfeholy to god. The pꝛobacion of 
a vertuous loule ſtondeth nat in the commendacy 
on oftheir ſylfe but ol god The ſtate of the inlyver 
tuous man is pꝛicipally to oꝛder his minde to god 
by obediens e loue c be at lybertefrom al outward 
inoꝛdinate affections #deſyzes, ¶ The.vii.cha⸗ 
pter of the loue of Jeſu aboue al thynges. 

b Leſſyd is that ſoule that pertytly knowynge 

Jelu cryſteloueth hym aboue althynge and 
foꝛ his loue contempneth it ſelfe:as it is ſyttig that 
a kynge be moſtepꝛyncipal in his owne reame So 
it is acoꝛdyngethat Jeſu be oꝛdꝛed as pꝛincypal in 
the ſouleok man / the whycheis his reame as he lay 
th hym lylle in the golpel ofluke. The kingedome 
of god is wythin vou: that is to ſay in the ſoule of 
afeithfullouerof Jeſu; Theloue ok a creature is 
vayne c vnſtable:buttheloueok Jelu is feythfulle 
and perſeueraunt. That ꝑlſon that wylk reſt oz be 
ſuppoꝛtede of a diſceyuable oꝛ roton ſtaffe muſt of 
neceſſyte fal therwith. c contrary wylebe a loul ne 
uer ſo feble oꝛ frayle yfit wylk reſt oz applye it ſelfe 
with al ſpual ſtrength therofto Jeſucryſteit chall 
bepfytely ſtablyſſhed # madeſtrongeihym. Loue 
hymxkepehym afozeal other. Foz yt al other freu 
des foꝛſake the / he wyl nat leuethe nelulter the ky⸗ 
nally to periſſhe. And thou muſtlomtymeok necel 
ſyte be departed from al thy krendes orthis woꝛld 
E iii 


bit 


But ideudur thy lelfet 


Parte 


uingenoꝛ diengtthouſhaltfyndehymſo feythful 
tothethat whan al other fayle of ſocour & helpeto⸗ 


auoyde al inoꝛdinateloue of creatures. Jeſu wylle 
gladly ihabite # abyde with the. what ſo euer thou 
do to man: oꝛ receyue ofhym nat oꝛdꝛed to Jeſus 
is as vayne ⁊ loſte.Be nat adherent ne put nat thy 
confidens in that thynge that is as an holowe ſtok 
oꝛ a rede hauinge no ſubſtaunce to ſuſteyne the:eue 
ty man lyuynge in amoztalbodye:ſayth our loꝛde 
is relembled to hay. and al his bobely pleaſure chal 
lone ade c tal as dothetheflozowzes ithe medowe 
Irthou attende ct gyue hede tothe outward appa⸗ 
tens of man:thou chalt ſone be diſſeyned, Ifthou 


wylt beſely lech ſolace #lucrethouſhaltfidemany 


tymes diſplealour c detriment.ifthou ſechethy lo 


And in lyke wyſeifthouſeche thy ſylfe / thou ſhalt 
kynde thy lylke / but to thy deſtruction. Fozhethat 
lobourethto haue al other thynges and ielu 2tepne 
is moe enemy to hym lylke than al his aduerſary- 
es ouer althe woꝛlde maybe. ¶ The. vil. chapter 
of thefamylyer amyte and loue ot Jeſt; 


ihelus hath al thynge that is gode wythout 
any dyfticultees pꝛone and redy to euery vertyous 
operaciõ And where ielus is nat pꝛeſent by his gra 


okepethis gret frende Jha | 
c chou ſhalt nat be ſeperatefrom hym neyther ly⸗ 


wardethehe khall neuer fayle, And ir thou wylte 


de ielu in euery thynge thon chalt truly fyndehym | 


w' what oulethathath thegracyouspzeſes of | 


te / there is euery dede ol vertue in maner peynkulk 


Þ The ſecond 
| (Thereis nopertyteinly and gooſtely conſolacyon 
but whan ielu ſpeketh in the religius ſoule Did nat 
Mary mawdelepne aryle ſone whan marthahad 

chewed hy2thathy2mayſtercryſteieſu was nygh 


whan tryſte calleth a ſoule from lamentacyvon and 
wepynge a ſpecyvally of mynde. O thou foulehow 
harde and vndeuout art thou whan ielu is nat wi 
the the by aſſyſtenee ol his grate. Is it nat moꝛe da 
mage to lele his gracethã al the woꝛlde. what may 
the wozlde auaplethe wythoutthegraceofthema 
ker therof: It is in maner a peyne ok hell to be ſepe 
rate fro Jelu / a it is a pleſaunt paradyſeto bevnyt 
and knyt wyth hym by grate. And ther ſhal none 
aduerſyte ne other enem e ouercome the / as longe 


as ieſus is with the / and that ſoule that leketh him 
and kyndeth hym hath founde thetrelour okal tre⸗ 


ſouzes:and ifthou lele hym thou haſt moze dama⸗ 
ge:than thoughethou l huldeſte leſe al the wo2lde: 
(That perſon mayebecalled moſte poꝛe that hathe 
nat iełus / and he is moſte ryche that hathe hymby 
grace:itis great wyſedome and cũninge to becon⸗ 
uerſaunt with ieſus to kepe him with the Labouz 
to haue ꝑfyte mekenes to be qupetea deuout and 
lelu ſhal abyde wyth the. Ifthou aply thy deſires 
ino2dinatly to outwardethynges / thou reiectis the 


in warde grace ol ieſus.and than thou ſchaltbe full 


deſolateoftrucamyte and frendſhyp.fo2 without 
his grace and goſtly confoꝛt / thou ſhalt neuer haue 
pfytely goſtely gladnes in hym afoze al other: And 


ct cleped hyꝛ. That may becalled an happye houre 


„ 
=! 


cometh toaſoulethanitis madeſtronge to euerye | 


Parte RY N 
alſo we ſhulde rather wyl to haue al the woꝛldetõ 


traryeto vs:than to offedehym. Amogealthyde | | 


re a ſpecial frẽdes cheſe Ihũ as moſte dere feythful 
c ſpecial whomethou ſhuldeloue foꝛ hym ſilfex al 
other ĩ oꝛdertohym . Foꝛther is none otherbut he | 


that hath al degrees of godes c amyte but he alonn 
ttherfozeinhym #foz hym louebothethy krendes 


ct allo thy enemyes: a pꝛay foꝛthem thatthey maye 
knowe god e pytely loue hom. Neuer coueit to be 
cõmended c loued ligulerly Foꝛthat of ryght bels 
geth to our loꝛde to whome none may becoparede, | 


atnres if thou wylt knowehowelwete Jeſus is* | 
But none may taſte ok his kwetnes without he be 
puent with grace: ſpecyvally called of our loꝛde: al 
other callynges ſet aparte: ſo that thouſyngulerly | 
abyde wyth hym alon. whan the grace ok ourloꝛde 


thige that vᷣtue reaͤreth. a whan grace depteth fro | 
the loule it is faint a krayle vnapte to do oꝛ to ſuffer 
that Vᷣtue cõmaũdeth: but it be with grete diſticul? 
te peyne:but vet leue nat thole dedis ol ᷣtue a dil 
payꝛe nat:but ⁊foꝛmethy wyl to the pleſure ol Je⸗ 


lu cryſte foꝛ after winter foloweth ſomer after the 


nyghtthedayꝛatter thetempeſt the fayꝛe wether 
¶ The.ix.chapter ofthe delolacyon of woꝛdly con 
lolacyon, 
| Tisnogreatmayſtry tocontempnethe cõſo 
_ lacionofman:whan that theſouleis pꝛeuent 
wyth henenlyecofozte;butſothly that ſoule is full 


myxe neuer thy loue with any ĩioꝛdinate loue ofcre 


_ ___ (Thefecond 
herde beſted that is deſolatte of confoꝛte bothe of 
god and man and vet ikit can pacyently ſuffer this 
f;̃oꝛ the loue ok our loꝛdeit deſerueth to be conkoꝛted 
ok hym what greate maſtery is it to be mery de⸗ 
uoute whannethou perceyueſte the grace ofgod in 
thy ſouleredy to helpe the That ſoule rydethe 
tkulle pleſauntely whom the grace ok our loꝛdeſup⸗ 
pozteth and bereth vp. what meruel is yfthat ſou 
lebe not ouer charged wythe trybulacyon that is 
ſuppoꝛted of hym that is omnypotente #is cõueid 
by hys infynyte wyldom we be glad to haue con⸗ 
ſolacyon a ſuppoꝛtacvon in al our life and labours 
and \ſozy to be wythoute them oz too foꝛſake oure 
owne pper appetyte c pleaſure Theholy martyr 
layntelaurens was ſo feruente in the loue ofoure 
loꝛde that he gladly foꝛſoke not alonly the wozlde 
and hys {pecyall beloued krende c pꝛeſt lixtus but 
alſo hys moꝛtalle lyfe by paſſyon moſtefryblez fer 
ful he ouertame theloue of man by the loueofhys 
maker c hemadecõmutacyon oftranſyto2y conſo 
latyon #1yfefo2 euerlaſtynge ct ſolaciꝰ life Here we 
may lerne to cõfoꝛme oure wyl to the wyl #plefur 
ok god whan he okhis grace takyth to hys mercye 
any ofourefredis be they neuer ſo dere and ſpecial 
to vs Foꝛ lyke as wecome tothe woꝛld by his wil 
dt cõmaũdemẽte ſo we muſte departe krothis moz⸗ 
talllyfex tẽpoꝛalł cohabitacion It is no lytylle ne 
ſhoztebatelaman to ouercomehym lelfe x to 020 
all his affeccyons to the plelure of god The veraye 
true louer ot god # ſtudiꝰ delire of tue is not bely 
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p2ay to the my loꝛde god;lofynallyehe pcured the 


Parte 4 
to acquyꝛe woꝛdly confolacyono? ſenſual pleſurs | 


ne bodel delectacyons: but rather glad foꝛ theloue 


of god to exercyle theyꝛeſylfe in harde and peynful | 


labours whan theſpialz diuyne2ſolacionisgraii | 


ted to the foꝛ a time repute that ofhis godenes and 


nat ofthy deleruinge:benattherofioyfultomoche 


ne plumetherok vaily but betherofkmeke#circum | 
ſpecte c timerous in al thy actes.foꝛ that hour ſhal 
paſſes tẽptacion & tribulacion ſhal come. And wha 
they come take nat ĩimoderate thought oꝛ ſoꝛow ne 
of no wyle deſpeyꝛe nat but mekely c paciently abt | 
be the diuyne alolaciõ:toꝛ heis ofpower to graunt | 


tothe mozeabundaticexcontinuaiiceofſpital con | 


folacton ⁊ ſwetnes than thou had befoꝛe. And mar 


uaylenatofſuchealtercacis in thy mynde foꝛ thou 
art nat the fy2ſt that haſthad erperienceoftheſefoz | 


the holy ſayntes pꝛophetes priarkes c apoſtlesha- | 


uehad lyke altercacyons ol mynde ſomtyme mern 


by diuine conſolacions c ſomtimes ꝓued by with- | 
dꝛawynge of ꝛlolaciõ ⁊ beiapped with tribulacto# | 
veracion. The ꝓphete dauid hauingethe 2lolacio? | 


motied therfro without ende canon whan hehad 
experitte otthe ablence otthis grace heſaideto our 
loꝛde thou haſt withdꝛawẽ thy delectable chere of | 
thy pꝛelẽce 41 am made deſolatex troubled betwe 
netheſe.ii.extremites of ioya tribulaciõ take we no 
diffydẽce but rather pꝛay we with dauid lainge F 
chal nat celle to cry to the foʒ mercy #Þſhal mekely 


bſenceofthediuinegraceſaideheſholdeneuerbere | 


F1 Che ſecon 3 
| frutexeſfect ofhis pꝛaier as he teſtifieth laing Our 
lonꝛde hath herde mea hath mercy of me cis made 
my helper d afthe layth. Gode loꝛdethou haſt four 
ned my foꝛoweito ioy c thou haſt belapped me wi⸗ 
th ioy. If almyghty god hath ĩ this wile delt with 
the great excellent ſayntes wethat be of lmal repu⸗ 
tacio may taketherof2fidencein godꝛthoughe we 
haue lomtyme keruour ok ſpyꝛyteæ ſõtymelacke or 
deuocyon c ſpũal cõſolacion:foꝛ his ſpyʒyteof holy 
oſolacion cometh and departeth at his pleaſure as 
the holy man Job laithe. Thou graciouſ iy viſited 
hym inthemozntide:andſhoztly akterwardethou 
ꝓuedhym hy mater okpacyẽce. And therfoꝛe wher 
inchal J truſt oꝛ in whomeſhal J haue conkidẽte. 
but in the great mercy of god a hope of theheuenly 
helpe: Af I myght haue the alſyſtence okgoode de⸗ 


uout men / the helpe ofholy bokes / and the royall x 


noble pꝛoceſle otſcrypture / allo incited to deuocyon 
by the mene oklwete melodious ſonge.althele thi⸗ 
ges may lytel auayle:whan J amleft to my kzayl⸗ 


te and pouerte without grace:then ther isno better 


remedye: but by pacyence to remoue our owne wil 


tconfo2me vs tothe wyll of god. Jhon gerlon the 


autour ofthis tretyſeſaith:heneuer had knowlege 
ofreligius perſõ but hehad at ſomtyme ſubtracciõ 
t dymynucion of goſtely lwetnes: feruourt deuoci 
on. There was neuer religious ſoule lo illumyned 


oꝛ ſo rauiſched i the viſio of our loꝛd but it was pꝛo 


ued by tẽptaciõ other afoꝛe oz afterwardeFoz ther 


benone woꝛthy to haue thehyghe diuine ꝛtẽplacid 


_ofvnclenes, But the ſpixitual plelures delirxes be 


Parte | 
but if they be exercyſed fyrſte with ſome tribulacts | 
fo: the loue ot god It is prouided by the gret wyr 
do of god to theelecte ſoulys to haue tẽptacyõs as a 
ligne oꝛ tokẽ of cõſolaciõ to come. Foꝛ to thoſethat | 


be ꝓued paciẽt by tribulaciõ is ꝓmiled ot our loꝛd 


heuenly rewarde a aſolaciõ as it apereth by theſe; | 
tẽce ot the holy gooſte ſhewed by the mouth ofthe | 
holy euãgeliſte Johũ ſeinge who ſo euer ouercoith | 
tribulaciõ by pacyence vice ⁊ ſine by reſyſtẽceſhall 
be fed wyth the krute ofthe tree of life that is with | 
the clere dyuyne vylyon + vnſpecablefrutcio of the | 
bleſſed godhedx allo the diuine 2 ſolaciõ is gratited | 
tomifo2 to make him mozeſtroge to luffer aduer⸗ 
lyte And anone kolo with teptacioleſt that mã take 


any elaciõ ofthe gooflly confolacyon The deuil ſle 
pythe not ne thy fleſchly appetitis be not yetmozty | 
kyed # therfozepparethy lelfeto batelkoꝛ thou haſt | - 


enmyes on euery ſidehe that neuer ſelith to aſlaile | 


the. ¶ The. x. chapter ofyeldynge thankes to god 
w hy lecheſte thou fo: hys gracys; | 


reſte whan thou arte oꝛdeyned in thys kyke 
to laboure Applye thy ſelfe moꝛe to pacvence thã to 
conſolacyon oz pleaſure toothe croſſe ot penaunce | 


ſoſeculer 02 woꝛdly but yfthey myghte hauecon 
tynuaunceoflſpyritual 2{olacio they wold gladly | 
accept it. Fo2 theſpyrytualle ioyes excede alle other | 
woaldly ꝛſolacyons & bobely plelurs All wozldly | / 
A bodely pleſursbetrãlitoꝛy d myxte with ſde dele 


rather than to tẽperal ioye ⁊ pleſure Ther is none 


(Theſecode 
purehoneſt andioyfulk pceding of vertues + graũ⸗ 
ted ol our lozdealonely ro pure and clene myndes. 
But this tranquillyte of goſtely conſolacyd is ma⸗ 
ny times ouerflowen by the outragious tepeſtis of 
tẽptaciõ. The falle lyberte oflyuingex great 2fide- 
ce in our owne ſylfe be two thynges mochecontra- 
ry to heuenly vilitacyon and conſolacid. Our loꝛde 
ſheweth his godenes to man graũtingetohym the 
grace ot goſtly conſolacion. But man lhewethehis 
vnwiſe negligence whan he wythdzawethe2digne 
thankeneiputeth nat this graceonely to our lozde 
and ther foꝛe we be nat woꝛthy to haue his mercy- 
ful grace to abyde with vs. Gꝛate is euer graunted 
to the meke loules that euer be redy to velde thãkes 
togod foꝛ his mercitul benefaites,+contrary wyle 
grace is withdꝛawen from the vnkynde c the elate 
perſon. I delyꝛe nat to hauethat coſolacion by the 
whychethecompunction ofhert may be myniſſhed 
02 remoued / ne that delyꝛe oꝛ louethat withdꝛaw⸗ 
eth 2teplacion #incyteth my kraile ſoule to elacyon 


neeuery \wetnes gode c holſom. There be dyuerle 
thynges ful dere to man that be nat accepte to god 
welhouldeacceptegladlyethe grace wherbye we 
may be made humple c timerous to god and mote 
pꝛompte to foꝛſake oure pꝛoper appetytes & wylles 
That ſoule that is perfytely enfourmed wyth the 


rewarde ok grace a lerned with the rod o lubtrac⸗ 
yd ot grace hathe none audacite to alcribe any vᷣtu 


02 grace to it ſylfe;but rather it 74 x 2fellethe 
i 


Euery excellency is nat holy: neeuerydeſy2e pure: 


Parte. 


it cylle poꝛe c naked. yeldethou to god that is his | 

to thy lylfethat is thyn:that is to ſaye thanke dure 
loꝛde foꝛ his graces & thy ſylfefo2 thy ſynne fo2 the 
whyche iugethy ſyife woꝛthy to haue peyne c ſub | 
traction oł grace. There may no loule attaynethis | 
hyghe degre ok grace oꝛ perkection ne ſtonde therin | 
without it grundeit ſylke in humplite k obedyence | 
Tho that be moſte pcious æhighei the light or god 
be moſte vyle c lowe in theyꝛe p2oper 2lideratiõ. 4 
the moꝛe pꝛecious that they be igracethemozeme- | 
ke they be kul ol troutheorheuenly glozy nat auidi | 
ous of woꝛdly vanyte. Tho that be roted c pfitely 
kyxed in the dꝛede a loue ol god: may nat ornowiſe 

beobſtynate oꝛpꝛoude. And tho that alcrybe al the! 
goodes that they receyue to almyghty god they be | 

nat delyꝛous ofthe veynecomendacio of man but | 
they rather deſy:etheglozy a cõmendaciõ whyche | 


bythou ma 


is of god alon: and they labour that god be honou⸗ 
red c loued of al his layntes:æ they refar all theyꝛe 
labours to theſame ende. Bethou kynde in peldin 
ge thankes to god foꝛ the lmall bñfaytes that ther 
yſtedelerue moꝛe great ꝓfytablegra⸗ 
ces. Nepute the leſte gyktes of god great and the na 
tural dyffoꝛmytees and ſpecyall tokens oflouer fo: 
they bemedicynes c meanes to meke our ſylfe, Jf | * 
we woldeconſider perkytely the honour dignite | » 
of theloꝛdethat graũteth vs thole gyktes weſhuld | : 
exſteme no gytt lytel ne vyle. Howe may we Juge 
that thyngelytel in acceptaciõ that is gruen of the 
gret kige maker et gouerner okthe woꝛld without 


* 


| The ſecõ de 
whoſe wylk's puidence there kalleth nolefefro the 
tre. And therkoꝛe he gyuethe to dyuerle of his electe 
people:peynes tribulacions bodely t goſtely as me 
nes ofcuerlaſtyngepzomocyon, who do euer deſyꝛe 
to retayne the grace ot god let hym be dilygent ĩ vel 
dyngethankes loꝛthe graces that he hath receyued 
And ener aplye thyſylke to wyledom c mekeneſle, 
lyſt that thou lele the grace that thou haſt reteyued 
Ifit foꝛtune by tẽptaciõ oꝛ fraylte to be withdraw 
en from the lay inly in thy loulethat thou haſt deb 
ued theſubtraccyon therof:and paciẽtly c humbly 
pPzꝛap foꝛ the recoueringe theꝛof:thou mayſte nat by 
thypꝛoper merires be reſtoꝛed tothe mercy c grace 
loſte by ſynne: but by the mene ok thefaderiy petye 
and moſte mercyfull paſſion of Jelu cryſte. 

¶ The. xi.chapter ofthetmall noumber ok the lo⸗ 
uers ofthecroſſe ot Jeſu; 


ok his heuenly kyngedome: but therebe ewe 
that wyl take his croſſe and folowe hym. There be 
many del pꝛers ok his conſolacion:nat ok his trybu⸗ 
laciõ:he hathe many redy to be partiners okhis ta⸗ 
ble repaſte:but none ofhts abſtinence c penaunce 
Almen wolde be glad to haueioye with hym: but 
lhere be nat many that deſyꝛe peyne and tribulaciõ 
+ fothislone. Many koloweth hym to be pattyners 
| : Ofthefraccyon of his bꝛede: but therebe fewe that 


wyl paciently dzinke with hym ofhischaliceoftri- 


bulacion. And many merucloully commendehym 


Helus thehenenlykyngehath many louers 


kozhisgreat my — of theym belothe 
© it | 


| Parte; $ 
tofolowetheſhames vileteofhiscroſſe, There be | . 
many thatlouchymin p2oſperite and loue a blyſſfe 
hym as longe as they receyue ok hym pꝛolperyte & 
conlolacyon. And yfhe withdꝛawehymkylke fo a | 


ſeaſon fro them byſhewyngenotokens ofpleſure | - 


02 2ſolacyon:they falleſoneto lamentable coplay- 
ninge a delperaciõ. Tho that louethatloꝛdenat ko: 
pPlperyte ne 2ſolacion of mynde alonly but pꝛyncy⸗ 
pally foʒ hymſylfe they blyſlehym as hertely in te⸗ 
ptacyõ trybulaciõ oꝛ any other neceſſyte as they do 
in theyꝛeperkyte pſperite, And yfhelhuldegyueto | 
them euerin this wozldeaduerſyte:yetthcy thulde 
euer loue and thanke hym. O howe myghty is the 
pureloue ot Jeſu nat ꝑmyxed wyth any ioꝛdinãce 


of fauour oꝛ atfectiõ. Tho that leche of god pꝛinty⸗ 


pally by pꝛaier o2 any other Btuous pleſtrebodely | 
oꝛ goſtely may be called ratherconetous marchai- | 
tes than lyberal louers thereaſonherofwe way p | 
ceyue fo: thoperſons aplyethey2elertuycexloueto | 
our loꝛde foꝛ his benefaytes c they bue louethebñ 
faytes akoꝛe god ⁊ they loue the bñfaites 4 giftes in 
that they bepfytabletotheyrſilfexſoluingly they 
may beryghtfully called louers of their ſelferather 


tha of god. It is ful herde to finde any ꝑlõ foſptial | 


that is perfytely fre krom al inoꝛdinate affectyons' | 


That plon fhuldenat be pfytable o2deſyzcronely | 
okthole that be nere hym: but ofthefarextremytes | 


of the woꝛlde Ita perlõ were lo Btu? that he wold | - 


leue al the woꝛldes lubſtauncer do grete penaunte 


c had al knowlege: and werekeruent in deuocyon | 


CeChe ſecdde 

vet he ſhulde nat attaynethemoſte excellent « gret 
pfeccyon in lyuinge:to the whych he may nat apꝛo 
che without al other thinges foꝛfaken he vnterly re 
noũte his owne ſylfex holy foꝛlake his owne wyll 
ct liuinge c beinge at lyberte ⁊ fre krom al pꝛyuate 
ſeueral affectiosx deſy2es,and wha thou haſt done 
al that thou knoweſt to be done exſteme d iuge thy 
ſafeas thou had of thy lelfe no thing done a as the 
auctour oftrouthe our ſauiour ſayth:whan weha 
ue done that is poſlible to be done: yet we be ofoure 
ſelfe vnpꝛofitable ſeruaũtes d nat woꝛthy to be re⸗ 
warded but ok his grace. than we beynge poꝛe and 
fraylei body x ſoule voyde of al merytoꝛius vertue 
may cõueniently ſay wyth thepꝛophete Dauid. J 
am delolate ⁊ poꝛe. There is none moꝛe ryche none 
moꝛefre ne at lyberte oꝛ mooꝛe of power than that 
ſoule that knoweth it lylfe: and wyl be redy to foꝛ⸗ 
ſake nat onely al woꝛdly thynges. but alſo it ſelfe 
repute and iugeit ſelle moſte vyle oral other. 


of the holy crolle 
t Herebe many that repute the woꝛdes of oure 

ſauyour harde and peynfull whan he laythe 
we may nat be his diſciples without we denieand 
renounce our owne wyll: and take the croſſeand fo 
lowe hym. Butit chalbe moꝛepeyneful and ſoꝛow 
ful without comparyſon fo: toherethe woꝛdes of 
mouthein theextreme andlaſtiugement: whanne 
hethalpzonownce the wozdesofperpetualvipna 
cyon fayngetotherepzobate ur Go pekro 

: lit 


The.xrii.chapteris of the royalł and victozio? way 


Parte DR 
me koꝛ euer to the perpetuell kyre. that is oꝛdeyned 
fo: the deuyll his angels Thothat nowe here the 
woꝛde ol god and be gladde to folo weit. then they 
challe not be a ſtonyed oftheyr owne partye herige 
the woꝛdes ol dãpnaciõ ol the repꝛoued people whe 
our Loꝛde chall come to deme all the woꝛlde the ſy 
ne ofthe crosſ hall be heuen. ſo tho that be trewe 
leruantes oktheloꝛde that was crucikyed. cat that 
day hauige his coniſans oz ſignethat is to ſape the 
cros of penaũce: then may they haue kul lure acceſſe 
to him their mayſter à Juge. why lereſt thou to ta 
ke the cros ot᷑ ſhoꝛt penaũce Wherby thou mayſtco 
me ſuerly to the ꝑpetuel iopfulł kigdom. in the ver 
tue okthe cros is ſpũal helthe c lyfe ꝓtectiõ from ou 

re enempe. infuſiõ of heuẽly Cwetnes, theſtregth | 
ofmyndethe ioye of thelpiryte. there is p2ofytable 
ct excellẽt vertuewith ꝑfeccyõ of holynes of lyuinge | 
There is no helth ofthe loule ne hope okheuenly ly 
de. But hy the vertue of the cros. therfozetakethe | 
vros of penaũce ⁊᷑ folowe Ihũ thy leder ito euerlal⸗ 
kynge blys. He hath gone afoꝛethe / berige thecroſſe 
and therupõ foz thy loueſuffred deth. then take the 
cros oftribulacion / liknes oꝛ other diſeales c deſyre 

to ſuffer dethe fo2 his loue. yt thou wylt be aſlẽblyd 
to hym in pactently lulfrynge peyne tribulacyon ck 
heth. than thou halt be partener ot his pleſurecon 
lolatyon ꝑpetuel lyfe d ioye. Than beholde what 
vertuecometh by the holy cros. and what abũdãce 
of grace by the ardent deſyre to luffer dethe koꝛ the 
loueot our loꝛde. There is none other way tocome 


| The ſetond 

| tolife4inly pes: but by the wey of the croſſeof pe⸗ 
naũte c contynual moztyficacon ofour rebellyous 
ſenſual partis, Go whether ſo euer thou wilt #en- 
quyꝛe what ſoeuer thou deſireſt:butthouſhaltne- 
uer abowethe vnder the fende a mozeercellent4ſy 
re wey than by the wey ofimitacis oftheholy cros 
Diſpole thy ſelfe c oꝛder euery thinge aft thy ꝓper 
wyll a deſire a thou ſhalt fynde thou muſt euer ſut 
fre outher frely # by thy wyl oz violently #ayenſte 
thy wil «ſo thou halt nat auoyde thecroſſe outher 
ofſykeneſſex peyne ĩ thy body / oz ellis tribulacont 
thy ſoule. Sõtyme our loꝛde deleth with the as he 
wolde fozlake the / a ſomtyme by his wyldomehe 
ſuftreth the to be iiured x vered of thy neighbour: 
t ſomtyme of thyn ownelelfe: e there is no reme⸗ 
dye ne alienacõn. but thou muſt pactentlyſuffre. to 
it pleale the great philicõn to lendea legiansc reme 
dy to the. Foz he wyl that thou lerne to ſufkre tribu 
lacõn that therby thou mayſt be made moꝛe hũble 
ct holy 2uerte thy lelte tohym , There be none that 
pceyueth oz inly c hertly foloweth the glozioꝰ paſſi⸗ 
on ok criſt as tho that foꝛ his lone oꝛ the ꝓfiteoꝛ theꝛ 
ſoules hath had ꝛloꝛmable peyne. This croſſe of tri 
bulacis is euer redy x abideth the ĩ euery place:and 
therfoze thou maiſt nat auoyde it iany place. Foꝛ if 
thou were lecluded fro al the woꝛlde. vit thou ſhul 
deſt haue erplens ofthis cros of tribulacid ithy ſelf 
Cõuerte thy ſelfetothoſeaboue the. oz els tothole 
that ben vnder the. and about the and loke within 
the. And in all theſe thou ſhalte fyndethecroſſeof 


FL TL 


2 Parte MR 
temptacyonand tribulacion:and therkoꝛe it is erde 
dient tothe euer to arme thy ſylfe wyth paciente: it 
thou wylt haue inly peas and the crowne of perpe⸗ 
tual triumphe and ioy. Endeuour thy ſylfetobere 


this croſſe of tribulacion paciently and it challeſul 


teyne the myghtely #ledetheto a ioyful ende wher 
thou ſhalt neuer bere the burden ok anye kynde of 
tribulaciõ oz tẽptaciõ. If thou bere this croſſe ayẽſt 
thy wyl than thou bereſt a burden that moꝛe char⸗ 
geth thy lilfe and therfoꝛein as moch as thou muſt 
okneceſſyte bere it:applye thy ſylfethat thou paciẽt 
ly luſteyne it. and dout the nat ik thou abiecteit and 
put it away:but thou ſhalt haue another: and per; | 


keſt thou to auoydethat neuer moꝛtall creatureyet | 


myght eſcape, what ſaynt fro the begynnyngeof | 


the wouldetothis dayhathcometoheuen without 


this croſſe ot tribulacion. Mo nat theſonneofgod | 


our ſauiour:the whyche krom his kyꝛſtecomyng in 
to this woꝛlde: vnto his departige was nat theſpa 
ce ofonehoure alyenate from the peyne ofthe cros 


and tribulatiou Jt was behouable that criſtchuld 


ſuffer dethe and aryſeagayne: and ſo to enter into 


his gloꝛy. Howe ſhulde thou lyntul creaturethyn | 


ke thatthou ſhulde goto heuen by any other way 


than by the playne / tyght and hyghekynges waye 


that is to ſay the way of the crolle. Delyꝛeſt thou 
to come to heuen by pleaſure and ioye, Nowelythe | 
the ledar oflyfe wyth al his martyꝛs haue paſte be 
the way of tribulacyon and the croſſe, who lo euer 


auẽturea moꝛeheuy and greuous to ſuſteyne thun 


2 The lecode 

intende totome ts heuen wythout the way of try⸗ 
bulaciõ c thecroſſethey exe from the right way foꝛ 
althe way okthis moꝛtal lyfeis ful of myßy c crol 
ſes oktrybulaciõ. And euer the moꝛethat aſoulep 
flyteth in vertue the moꝛe peynkul croſſes c greuo? 
ttrybulacions it hal fyndepartly fo2 the ſende aſſai 
leth moꝛe ſyerlly thole perlons whomehelecth en 
creaſemozein vertue. The lecondecaule is. fo2 the 


moꝛe ſtrongly a ſouleencreaſe i vertue the moꝛe de 


lyꝛeit hatheto be eleuate from the incõmoditees of 
this temperal exyle:x to be at lyberte in the perpetu 
al io ye pꝛopercountrey But the ſoule thus vexed 
with many kolde afflyccyõs may lingulerly be re- 


confo:ted whan it pceyueth that foꝛ euery trybula 


tion paciently æ by grate ouercomeit ſhalberewar 
ded with the kruteokeuerlaſtinge lyfe And euer the 
body is punyſſhed wythe peyne c tribulaciou: the 
mozeſhal the ſoule receyue ot ſpyꝛitualł ſtrength x 
conſolacyon. And ſomtymethe louleis ſo reconfo?2 
ted in aduerſyte and tribulacion that it wolde nat 
be wythout theym conlyderynge that therby it is 

madeconkozmable to our ſauiour cryſte. And allo 
itconlidereth wel that the moꝛe peyne e tribulaciõ 


it may ſuffer foꝛ his loue the moꝛe acceptableitchal 


bein hislyght. Howe may this bethat man by pa 
cienceſuffereth and delizeth that nature kleethand 
hateth nat by no vertue in man but by the liguler 
grace ot Jelu cryſte. It is natthenaturalkappety⸗ 
teokłman to loue and ſuffer apeynfullcroſe to cha 
ſtyſe the bodye and lubdueit to the ſcruyce of the 


—— — — — — — 


Parte. 4 
ſpirite, to fle honours / c gladly atcepte reßues and 
iiuries:to deſpyle hymſelfe: c deſyre to be deſpiſed / 
paciently toſuffre al aduerlites with hames a reß 
ues / æ to delyꝛeno ꝓſpite in this woꝛlde. Beholde | 
thy ſelke well / « thou ſhalt well ꝑpceyue that ifkthon 
haue theſe thinges afoelaide: thou haſt nat theof | 
thy ſelfe:but if thou wolt applyethy ſelfex haue cõ 
kidens in godtheſhalſendethefroheuenthat thou | 
ſhalhaue thes tuo? e alſo thy ſenſual ptys wyth | 
the wozldeſhalbe made ſubgettis tothe .xifthou | 
wylt arme thy ſelfe with the qcke feythathecroſſe | 
ofieſt criſt: thou ſhaltnat nedeto ferethe enuyous 
lubtilteofthe fende. than ppare thy lelfe as a feyth 
fulſeruant of ielu criſt to bere his croſſe 2ſtantly.co | 
lideringe howe he thy loꝛde did bere it fozthepeyn- |. 
fully a mercitully:oꝛder thy ſelfeto ſuffre many ad 
uerlites iiuries # wronges ithys myſerablelyfe: 4 | 
ſothouſhalthauehi with thewhe:ſoeuerthoube | 
c alſothou ſhalt fyndhim where lo euer thou hide | 
the. Than ifthou delire to be dere a frendetothy | 
redemer c haue part ok his ⁊lolacõn / del ire affectu⸗ 
ally to dꝛynke with hym of his chalys oftribulacißõ 
delire no 2ſolacons ne ꝓſpite but atthe wyl of god 
t oꝛder thy ſelfeto ſuffre trybulacõns / and repute | 
them as the moſtſpecial 2ſolacions, fo2 they bethe | 
redy menys to come to theheuenly* ppetualconſo | 
lacions, whan thou comeſt to that degre of paciens 
that tribulacõn is ſwete and pleſaunt to the foꝛ the | 
loue ot god: than exſteme thy lelfein gode ſtateand 
that thou haſt founde paradile in erthe, And as lon 


[1 3 (Thelerode 
geasitis greuoꝰ to the to ſufkercke 


ſtateofpacience:# wherloeuer thou fleeſt thou chal 
fuyndetrybulacyon nere a folowethe Jfthou o2der 


thy ſylle euer toſuffer pacietly # to haue remebraũ 


te ofthy deth than thou ſhalt ꝑceyue thy life i god 
ſtate c alſo ĩqͥetnes c reſt. Jfthou were lo perkyte 
that thou wererauiſſhed ſpiritually with paule in 
tothe thyꝛde heuen:thou chuldeſt nat be ſure ther⸗ 
by tobe without aduerſyte. Foꝛ our ſauiourſpeki⸗ 
ge ofpauleſaythe: I ſhal ſhewe hym howe manye 
thynges heſhalſufferfo2 my name. Than yfthon 
wyl ſerue and loue thy lozdepezpetuallythou muſt 
nowe luller a ſay many tymes to thy ſylfe: wolde 
to god J were able koꝛ to ſuffer foꝛ thename of my 
ſweteloꝛde Jeſu.Fo2therby thou l huldeſt gyue oc 
| caſonofſpecyaledidificaciotothy neyghbour gret 
|  glozwetothy ſylfe c exultation ofgladnes to theho 
Ip aungels. Al people in manerrecomendepacience 
but ther bekewe that wyl vle it. Thou that takeſte 
great labours c ſuffereſtemochefoꝛthe loue of the 
woꝛldeand woꝛdly thynges: by gretar reſon thou 
ſhuldebeglad to ſuffer alytel foꝛ the loue okthemo 
ſte truelouer cryſte. And euer the moꝛethou moꝛty 
ly dilcretely thy ſyllethe moꝛe thou begineſt to liue 


in the ſyght of god. Thereis no pſon apte to cõpꝛe⸗ 


| hendeheuenly thynges without theyſubmyttheir 
flylketo luffer aduerlitefoztheloue ot ofcriſte Ther 
is nothige moꝛe ꝓfitabble foꝛthy ſylfex acceptable 


nfozſeſt thy lille 
| tofletribulacion:ſolongethouartnat in thepkpte 


to god thitobepacient #gladtoſuffer loꝛ the loue 


Parte, 4 
ofhym And ik pꝛolpite a aduerlite were put in thy 
eleccion thou ſhuldeſterathercheſeaduerſytethan |- 
deſyre toberecreate with many coſolacios|Foz by | 
aduerſyetthou artemade confoꝛmable vnto cryſte | 
ct all hys layntys Oure meryte c pfeccyon ofſtate 


ſtondith not in grete plelant #delectableconſolacy | - 


ons but rather i greuous teptacons xtribulacons 
t penalyte oflyle Ifther had be any moꝛe expedy; | 
ent mene to the helthe of man than toſuffer peyne 
c trybulaciõ our loꝛdetryſte wolde haue chewed it 


by wozdys & exaumples. But he erozted hys dyl⸗ 


cyples x all other that woll folowe hym to heuẽ to 
take thecroſſe as the moſt mediate meneto folowe | 
hym layinge who lo wyl folowe me to heuen they 
mult denye theyr owneſelffo:ſakigether pp wyl | 
ttakethecroſle of penaunce c ſofolowe me After | 


 Alltheſe thigesredde# perkytly ſerchydit folowtih | 


as afinall 2cluſis that it is behouabylto vs to ent 
in tothe kyngdom ofhenenby many trybulacdns | 


¶ Here begynneth the. ui: boke. 
¶ The kyrſt chapt zteyneth thein warde ſpekig of | 
oure loꝛde Ihũ cryſtto mãnys loule that he hathe 
lpecyally choſen; es 
Oo layth ſuchea faythruttowle Flſhalle | 

| attende&here what oure loꝛde ſhallſpe | 
keinme,Bleſſydis that loulethe whyche 
herythe our loꝛde god ſpeke in it and that 
conceyuetheofhys mouthe a woꝛde of conſolacion 


* _ Thethyzde 

Bleſſyd betheerys: that here the ſtyll ſpekynge oꝛ 
rownyng ok almyghty god d ponder nat the diſcei 
te kul callynge oꝛ pꝛeuy mouingeofthe woꝛldeblel 
ſyd be the eres that reſt nat in the klaterig oꝛ wozld 
ly voyce outwarde ſownige ; But rather herynge 


trouthethat ſpeketh # enfourmethemannesſoule 


iwardly. Blellyd bethe iyen thatbeſhyttothede- 
lectableſyght of outwarde oꝛ woꝛdly thynges and 
that gyue hede deuoutly to goſtly thynges.Blellig 
be they that by grace a by the lyght of ſoule pceyue 
the true inly entent of ſcripture:c that pꝛeparetheʒ 
dayly by erercyſeofſouletoconceyue theceleſtyall 
p:euytees,Bleſſid bethey that labour belely iſoule 
to beholde c loue god almyghty c his pleaſouri all 
thynges: a fo: that auoyde from them al wozldlye 
belynes oz vely2esthatlet ſuche deuocyon: O thou 
my ſoule attende and gyue hede to the pꝛempſſes 
thytthy ſenſes oꝛſenſual partes:that thou mayſte 
here goſtly what thy loꝛde ſpeketh in the inwyrde 
inſpixaciõ. T loꝛde d louertaith to the: am thy 
helthe peas fe euerlaſtynge Joyne and knytte 
the ſurely to me at thou ſhalt fynde reſt and peas of 
conſcience:and after this euerlaſtinge peas and like 


ges: and diligently leche euerlaſtingethiges what 

be alltempoꝛal chynges but deceyuable and what 

may any creature help the ik thy loꝛde god that ma 

dethe koꝛlakethe wherfoꝛ / rekuleſt thou al woꝛldly 

thynges: ioynexcleueby cleneand ſtedfaſte loue 

Fleruiceto almyghty god thy red 2 that thou 
1 | 


Fozſake thy loue offoule x traſitozye@erthely thi- 


Parte. 


mapftehere alt attayne the eternal felycytei heus 


¶ The leconde chapter how trouthe ſpeketh iwar 
dely to mannes ſoule wythout noy⸗ſe. 
a Denout ſoule after that it hath herd the lwe 
teinſtyllant ſpkeynge ok his loꝛdegod: as a 
man enflamed wyth loue delyꝛethe moe oꝛlenger 
ſpeche wyth our loꝛde ſaynge wythe the Pꝛophete 
Samuel thus. Speke gode loꝛde foꝛ thy ſernaunt 
is redy to here the / J am thy leruaunt gyueme vn 
derſtondig toknowe thy comatidemetiss kainges 
Bowe a make my hert x ſoule to felexfolowe thy 

woꝛdes and inſtyl into my ſoule thy holyetechyug | 
& woꝛdes as the dewe dropeth vpõ the graſſe Jſay | 
nat as the chyldren ol Jſrael dyd to Moyſes. Spe 

ke thou to vs c weſhal here thegladly:let nat oure 
loꝛde ſpeke to vs lyſt we dye foꝛ dꝛede. So be ik nat 
wyth me godeloꝛde. But rather J beſeke the hum 
bly # deſizonlly with the ppheteſamuel that thou 
vouchelaue to ſpeke to me thy lylte I hal herethe. 
Let nether moyles ne none other ꝓphete but thou | 
godeloꝛdethe i warde inſpirour of al ꝓphetes ſpeke 
to mec in me. Foꝛ thou onely wythout them maye 
pfytely teche me. They wythout thy godenes tan 
nat pꝛophyte me. They may welle ꝓfer c vtter thy 
Woꝛdes:but they can nat gyue the ſpyzite of vnder 
ſtondinge they pfer kayꝛe woꝛdes but ifthou woꝛ⸗ 
ke nat with them they make none ardour inward 
they thewe kayꝛ letters c wrytinges but thou alon | 
openeſt their ſenſe they p2zofer great myſteries: but 
thou alon openeſt the clere vnderſtondyng olkthem 


The thyꝛde 

They ſhewethy commaiidemetes to be fulkylled / 
but thou allon helpes vs by thy gracetoperfourme 
them They ſhewe vs the way that weſhulde wal 
ke ĩ but thou alon doſt ꝛłoꝛt vs to gootheri. Theye 
woꝛke only withoutfozth but thou only illuminiſt 
within koꝛth. They onelye water out wardlye / but 
thou gyueſt vs the krute of grace and gode wozkes 
They crye & ſpeke to vs in outwarde wozdes, but 
thou gyueſt vnderſtondynge ofthat we here wher 
foꝛe Ibeſeke the that J may here the ſpeketo me. 
t nat moyſes / lyſt I dye c be voyde ok the frute of 
godelyuingeifJ be onely outwardely monyſſhed 
«nat enklamed iwardlythat nat thy woꝛdebeon⸗ 
ly herde / a nat fulled i dede / knowen / c nat loued bi 


lleued ct nat kept c ſo be to me dãpnaciõ. ſpeke thou 


godeloꝛde to me cthy ſeruaunt ſhal be redy to here 
the:foꝛ thou haſt the wowdesofetnallyfeſhyt i the 
Speke to me IJ beſeche the the woꝛdes ok z ſolacyõ 
t2fo2t to my ſoule æ to the amendement ot my lyfe 
to thy euerlaſtingelaude and pꝛaylyngein heuen. 
¶ The. iii. chapt howe the wozdes ok god ſhuldbe 
mekely herde. A howe many pond them nat ĩ their 
conlcyence; 

o Urlo2deſpeketh to his deuout leruaũt ſaige 
deren lone gyue hedeto my woꝛdes they 
be ful ſwete p̃cellynge al wyſedome e cunninge of 
phyloſophers c wiſe men ofthis woꝛlde. My woꝛ 
dys be ſpũal x goſtely lyte / x nat paylyble ĩ mines 
mynde they be nat to be aplyed ne drawed as vay 
ne complacens / but to be herd ed 5 1 ſcyleuce 


} 
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and _w ofſouleand tobetaken with al humplite 
a delyꝛeottheſoule. The deyout leruaũt ofgod an 
ſwereth his loꝛde god thus lainge to hym. Bleſſyd 
is that man that thou doeſt enfozme and tech gode | 
loꝛdeto vnderſtõde thy lawes and comaitdemetis | 
that thou mayſt lo ſpare hym ithe day ok thy wra | 
the fro thy indignaciõ that hebenatloſtewythout | 
tõkoꝛte in the londe ot dãpnaciõ. Our loꝛdelayth a- } 
gayne. I hauetaught pꝛophetis with other fro the 
begynninge ofthe wozldehytherto: and yet J ces | 
nat toenfozmemen.but many therebethatbe har 
deanddefeto here my woꝛdes. Many heremooze | 
gladly the woꝛldly ſpekynge than godly oz goltly | 
ſpekynge. Many folowe rather ther flelſhly appe- | 
tytes oftheyr body: than the plealure oꝛ comaude- | 

ment of god. The woꝛlde ꝓmytteth and lomtyme 
gyueth vs tẽpoꝛal thynges a lytel of valour fo2 the 
whyche we lerue it with great del yꝛe. But god al⸗ 
myghty pmytteth c geueth vs hyethynges xeter | 


tayneſuch rewardes as he ꝓmytteth. whoſo ſer | 


maũdemẽtis:as itisobeyed to wozldly pꝛynces x 
maiſters? Almoſte none. foꝛ a lytel te oꝛ pᷣbend gret 

lourneys c harde labours be take in honde foꝛ ſuch 
woꝛldly loꝛdes c foꝛthe efnallyfeſkarlly wemaye | 
any labour oz any hardnes ſuffer, So a vylepzyce | 
is belely ſought: an excellent rewarde is put vnd 
Foꝛa peny to be goten oz won we wyl lyghtly put 
our body e loule in ieopdye c auẽture & koꝛ a vaine 


nal ĩ yet men be dul a lowe to his leruyce and to at 
ueth a obeyeth god almyghty in obſeruige hisc6- | 


F _ Thethyzde | 
thinge and a lytel ꝓmyſe we gyue okt our ſelfe day 
and night to grete fatigacyon. but alaſſefo2 god al 
might that is euerlaſtig goodnesa reward ofright 


to be had ĩ rewarde iheuẽ: we dildeyne belloweto 
ſuffiralitel fatigaciõ.Bethou a ſhamed ſayth dur 
loꝛde god to ſlowe folke e reßuith the with their b⸗ 
uice.that woꝛldli folke be foũde mozedlliget to thei 
re ꝑdyciõ.thã beto euerlaſtinge lye.they ioy moze 
in vanite than outher in trouth oꝛ ſtedfaſt thynges 


ppon. but thepzomyſeofourlozde god deceyuethe 

no man. foꝛ he is true à faythfulin al his woꝛdes c 
beheſtes to luche folke ſpecyally that ſerue him vn⸗ 
to they ende. Jam ſaythehethe rewarder of alle 
gode folke and thepꝛouer and helper ofall deuoute 


men. wrytemy woꝛdes ſayth hein thy herta thin 


ke vpon them. they ſhallbe to the right neceſſary in 
tyme oftrybulacyon. Thou chalt vnderſtãdein ty- 
me ot my vylitacyon thelethinges that thou rediſt 
byforex vnderſtand nat. J am wont to vilyte ſay 
the our loꝛde my ſeruaũtes in two maner wyle. 

that is tolaye by ꝓbatyõ and ⁊łolacyõ. J ꝓue thẽ 
dayly by rebukyngetheyr vytes d defautes. and J 
cõfoꝛte them agayneby exoꝛtacyvõ to vertue and to 
the encreſe ofgrace. Hethat hereth my woꝛdes and 
diſpileththez thath that ſhal iugehi in thelaſt day, 
¶ The. iiuchapthoweby pꝛayer we may opteyne 
to deuocvon. — 


» 


G iii 


wyſepeple.fo2 the vnſpekable and ĩeſtymable ioy 
heuẽ.oꝛ foꝛ the hye honour c gloꝛye inkmynable foꝛ 


and yet they beoft fruſtrate ofthat.that they truſt 
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Parte. 

and _ ofſoule and tobetaken with al humplite 
c delyꝛe oftheſoule. The deuout leruaũt ofgodan 
ſwereth his loꝛde god thus ſainge to hym. Bleſſyd 
is that man that thou doeſt enfoꝛme and tech gode 
loꝛdeto vnderſtõde thy lawes and cõmaüdemeẽtts 
that thou mayſt lo ſparehym ithedayofthy wra 
the fro thy indignacio that hebe natloſte wythout 
cõkoꝛte in the londe ok dãpnaciõ. Our loꝛdelayth a⸗ 
gayvne. I hauetaught pꝛophetis with other fro the 
begynninge ofthe wozldehytherto: and yet J ces 
nat to enkoꝛme men. but many there bethatbe har 
de and deke to here my woꝛdes. Many here mooze 
gladly the woꝛldly ſpekynge than godly o2 goſtly 
ſpekynge. Many folowe rather ther fleſchly appe- 
tytes oftheyr body:than the plealure oꝛ cõmaũde⸗ 
ment ok god. The wozldepmytteth and lomtyme 
gyueth vs tẽpoꝛal thynges a lytel of valour foꝛ the 
whyche we lerue it with great del yꝛe. But god al⸗ 
myghty pmytteth # geueth vs hyethynges deter 
nal æ yet men be dul c lowe to his leruyce and to at 
tayneſuch rewardes as he pmytteth, who lo ler⸗ 
ueth x obeyeth god almyghty in obſeruige his cõ⸗ 
maũdemẽtis:as it isobeyed to wouldly pꝛynces xx 
maiſters? Almoſte none. foꝛ a lytel te oꝛ pᷣbend gret 
lourneys & harde labours be take in honde foꝛ ſuch 
wo!ldly loꝛdes c forthe efnallyfeſkarlly we maye 
any labour o2 any hardnes ſuffer, So a vyle pꝛyce 
is belely lought:⁊ an excellent rewarde is put vnd 
Foꝛa peny to be goten oz won we wyl lyghtly put 
our body & ſoule in ieopdye c auẽture + fo2 a vaine 


Thethyꝛde 
thinge and a lytel pmyſe we gyue okt our ſelfe day 
and night to grete fatigacyon.but alaſſefo2 god al 
might that is euerlaſtig goodnese reward ofright 
wylepeple. foꝛ the vnſpekable and ĩeſtymable ioy ĩ 
heuẽ.oꝛ fo: the hyehonour c gloꝛye inkmynable foꝛ 
to be had ĩ rewarde i heuẽ: we dildeyng belloweto 
luffir a litel fatigaciõ. Bethou aſhamed layth our 
loꝛde god to llowe folke e repuith the with their b⸗ 
uice.that woꝛldli folke be foũde moꝛediligẽt to thei 
re ꝑdyciõ.thã beto euerlaſtinge lye.they ioy moꝛe 
in vanite than outher in trouth o2ſtedfaſtthynges 
and yet they beoft fruſtrateofthat.that they truſt 
vpon. but thepzomyſeofourlo:de god deceyuethe 
no man. ko he is true a faythfulin al his woꝛdes x 
beheſtes to luche folke ſpecyally that ſerue him vn⸗ 
to theyꝛ ende. Jam ſaythehethe rewarder of alle 
gode folke and thepꝛouer and helper ofalldeuoute 
men. wrytemy woꝛdes layth hein thy herta thin 
ke vpon them. they chalkbe to the right nereſſary in 
tyme oftrybulacyon. Thou chalt vnderſtãdein ty⸗ 
me ol my vylitacyon thelethinges that thou rediſt 
byforex vnderſtand nat. J am wont to vilyte ſay 
the ourloꝛde my ſeruaũtes in two maner wyle. 
that is toſaye by pbacyd ande2folacys, Þ ꝓue thẽ 
dayly by rebukyngetheyr vytes c defautes. and J 
cofoztethem agayneby exoꝛtacyõ to vertue and to 
the encreſe ofgrace. Hethat hereth my woꝛdes and 
diſpileththez thath that ſhal iugehi in the laſt day. 
¶ The. ituchapthoweby pꝛayer we may m_ 
fo deuocy — 3 G 

lit 


5 Parte 
t Hou godeloꝛde arte alk goodnes. 


Jam natte 
worthy toſpeketo the Thy excellens is ſnche 
J am thy moſte pore ſeruaunte c moſteabiect woz 
me moſte poꝛe and 2temptybleof al other fo J am 
very noughte. no thinge hauynge ne no thynge ot 
valoure. Thou alone godeloꝛde art god rightwyte 
and holy thou art almyghty. thou geueſt al thynge 
thou fulkylleſt al thinges. leuinge alonly the ſynkull 
voyde of grace. Haue mynde gode loꝛde okthy me⸗ 
rites and fulkyl my hert withthy grace foꝛ thy woꝛ 
kynge is neuer voyde. Howe may Ilyue without 
grete anguiſſhe and perplixite in this wretchid lyfe 
but yt thy grace and mercy 2 foꝛt me. wherfoꝛ J be 
ſechethe that thou turne nat thy gracyo? kace of hel 
pe frõ me Tary nat thy vilitaciõ frõ me withdraw 
nat thy ſwete ꝛlolacyõ fro me. That nat my ſoule 
be arified # be made as dꝛy erth without the moy⸗ 
ſtour of grace. godeloꝛde teche me to knowe a kul⸗ 
kyl thy wyl techeme tolyuehumbly and woꝛthely 
in thy pleſure foʒ thou art al wyldomeĩ the whiche 
thou knewe me bykoꝛe the woꝛlde was a byfoze 
was bꝛought into this lyke by natural byrthe 
¶ The. v.chapt howe we ought to byleue truth x 
Oñeſayth our loꝛde (hililytebefozegodhere 
Walke byfdꝛe me alway ĩ truth r limplicite ot 
hertx al doublenes atoydefromethe in ſuche wy⸗ 
ſedo alwayeſeke me. He that walketh bykoꝛe mea 
alwey in trouthe:ſchalbe laue rom al ꝑrellis c Jo⸗ 
berdys. & trouth ſhal delyuer hym fro deceyuours 
e from thedetraccyd of pill men And pktrouthe de⸗ 


(Thethy2de — 
lyuer the. thou ſhalt be very frefrom the vaine woz 
dys of men in this wozlde r ſhal nat ſet by theym. 
It is trueſayth a deuout ſoule to god that thou ſat 
ſtebe it done aft thy ſaige. Thy trouth teche me ke⸗ 
pe meæbꝛige me to ſaluacyð à godeẽde and deliuer 
me krõ al euyl affeccio łrõ al inoꝛdinateloue ſo that 
Imap walke withe thegodeloꝛdein lyberte a fre- 
dom ok herte. Truth layth agayne to ſuche a ſoule 
I ſhal teche thethiges that be rightwyſe and plelã 
te bekoꝛeme. Remẽbꝛethy lynnes paſt withegreate 
diſpleſurex heuynes and reputethe nat any thinge 
ol valoure foꝛ any gode dede that thou haſte done⸗ 
Thynke verelythou art a ſynner bywrapped and 
boũdeĩ many paſlios a lines thike that of thyn ow 
ne lelte thou art nought ⁊ ſone turneſt to that that 
nought is thou art ſoneouercom with lin thou art 
ſone trobled ⁊ ot bꝛokẽ with paſſios ot ſin thou ha 
ſte nothige ot thy lelfe that thou maiſt magnify thy 
ſelle of. but many thiges thou haſte wherfoze thou 
oweſt to vylipẽde the. foꝛ thou art mozefeblethane 
thou knoweſt thyſelfe.Therkozelet nothyngethat 
thou doſteſemeto the gret ol pꝛice.oł al thiges that 
thou doeſt eſteime nothinge peyous oꝛ in valour oꝛi 
reputacyõc laudable.but that thigethat is eternal 
ſo that the euerlaſtig trouth be plelaũt to thebefoꝛ 
any thingeellys. a that al vilyteoꝛ ſyn ſpecyalthin 
owneſynx foulnes dil plele thelo that nothig be to 
the lo odioꝰ.as ſynne & wickednes the which ouz 
ght to diſpleale the moꝛethan thedamage oꝛ loſle 
ofany other woꝛldly thynge. Dome ther be that 


Parte 

walkenatclerly befozeme,buttheybeledby pꝛyde 
c curyolite to ſerche c knowe my lecretes c thehye 
thiges of my godhed. c lo theibe necligẽt aboutthe 
lelfeto knowetheyr lines and goſtly helth. uche p⸗ 
ſons fal oftẽ tymes into temptacios #greuous ſyn 
nes left to thẽ ſelf foꝛ their pꝛidercuriolite that they 
folo we. dꝛedethou theꝛolthetugemẽtes of god and 
the ĩpoꝛtable wrathe ol god almighty. Diſcuſſe nat 
neenſerche the merueloꝰ werkes ok god but ꝛlyder 
thou wel thy lines and wyckednes how oft and in 
how many grete thynges thou haſt ofteded atrel⸗ 
paſt agaynſt god. a how many godethynges thou 
haſtlettvndoeofrecheleſnes.ſom kolkether bethat 
beretheir deuocvon al in bokes. ſom in ymagis and 
ſom in outward tokens ac figures, ſom ther bethat 
bere me in mouthe okt naminge me in wozdebutli 
tell in herte. and lom other there be. that haue their 
intellecciõ oꝛ reſõ clerly illumyned with the light of 
vnderſtãdiger their altecte lo pourged oferthly thi 
ges that they al way alpyꝛe to eternal thinges gre⸗ 
uoully berynge to here cõmeninge ot erthely thyn- 
ges. takĩge but ſcarfly of uche thinges asbe neceſ⸗ 
ſarily req red tonaturallife.fucheknowe whatthe 
ſyiritoftrouth ſpeketh in thẽ the which techeth the 
to diſpyſe erthly thinges a toloue heuẽly goodes. 
to dilpyſethe woꝛlde c woꝛldely thinges & todely⸗ 
re euer heuen and celeſtyal thynges. 

¶ The.vi.chaptotthe meruelous delyre and a 
teo:theloneofgod; 


fee 
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o Thou fader celeſtial the eternal fader of my 
loꝛdeieſu cirſt J loue the bliſſethe.ſoꝛthou 
haſt vouche laue to remẽbꝛe c beholde me louingly 
with thy gracious 2ſolacon, O thou kader ofmer- 
cy c god of 2ſolacon J thanke the that thou cofo2- 
teſt me vnwoꝛthy to haue any cõſolacõn. I blyſſex 
p:ayle the alwey with thy only begoten ſon / kthe 

holy goſt without ende. whan thou godeloꝛde m 
louer as thou art of al mankynde ſhal come ĩito my 
herte al my iwardepttsſhalioy, Thou art my ioy 
thou art my hope / c refuge in thetymeofmy trybu 
lacõn.but foꝛ almoche as I am vit impkight ot ver 
tue ct feble in loue. Therkoꝛe I haue nedetobe com 
fozted a helped of the. wherfoze I beſeche theend⸗ 
les goodnes tovelite me oft tymes and inſtruct me 
with thy hooly dilcyplynes c techinges. Delyuer 
me krom paſſions / c hele my hertefro al inoꝛdynate 
deſy2es x affeccions, Se that Jinwardly be pur⸗ 
ged x eleuate from woꝛldly afteccions and may be 
made apte and ableto loue the godeloꝛde ſpiritual⸗ 
ly: ſtronge in paciens toſuffrefo2 the / and ſtable by 
ꝑſeueraunce in goodnes, Loue is agreatethinge # 
an excellent vertue: that makethe euery greuous dc 
hardethingelight / lwete / impoztyble thynge / ealy 
to bere.and bitter thinges lwete and lauoꝛable.the 
lone ofteſuperfightly impꝛented in mannys loule 
makethea man do greate thinges anderhoztethe 
hymtherafter alwey to del yꝛe moꝛe and moꝛeper⸗ 
fight thinges. Gooſtly loue delyꝛeth euer to aſcen⸗ 
detoheuenly goodes c vilypendeth al erthely thyn 
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gesꝛhis neceſlaryes ſaued. Such goſtly loue cottep 
teth tobe fre and alyenate from al woꝛldly occupa 
cyons:lyſt that his in warde lyght ok ſoule be der⸗ 
ked oꝛlettedꝛne his affeccyon to gooſtly c heuenlye 
thinges be letted krom his liberte by woꝛldly thyn 
ges: Mo thinge is moꝛelwetethan is loue: no thyn 
ge moꝛe ſtrongethanloue: nothynge hygher / lar⸗ 
ger / meryer / kuller / ne better in heuen oꝛ erthe. Foz 
louetometh ot god:ne it may nat reſt finally ĩ any 
creaturelowerthan god. It maketh a man renew 
and ioye.it makethe a man fre in his ſoule without 
any retaynynge of lynne. it maketh a man let nou 
ght by woꝛldlye godes:but departe wyth all that 
he hath to releue theindigens and mylery okother 
folke. Allo it maketh a man ⁊tent wyth that lytell 
that god lẽdeth hym:#nought to delyꝛethat ptey 
neth to other: foꝛ he reſteth aboue al thyngeerthly 
in oneperkytegodnes:that is to ſay / ingod almigh 
tytotk whome al other godenes effloweth c ꝓcedeth 
Suche apſon beholdeth nat onely thegyftes that 
begyuen to hym. but he attendethe aboue al thyn⸗ 
ge with loue and dꝛede vnto god thegyuer. Loue 
knoweth no melure. but itincẽdethe the louer out 
of meſure, Loue maketh a man to ele no hardnes 
ne other burden layde vpon hym. and it maketh a 
man nat repute any labour that is imputeto hym 
it maketh any man to delyꝛze ouer his power and 
myght. it compleynethe nat ofimpotencye any ty⸗ 
me: Foꝛ it makethe a man tothynke alle thynges 
poſſible to hyz c leful L oue thertoꝛe doth & may do 


Thethpzde 
grete thynges where the louer lyeth nat noꝛ defay⸗ 
leth nat. it maketh a man gladly to wake whan he 
is dul and diſpoſed to ſlepe w hanne a man is wery 
it maketh hym gat to atount it. whanne amanne 
is art? oꝛ troubled: it chaſethe away alle fere and 
trouble in warde. Fo2 as a quyckebꝛonde oꝛ flame 
offyreifit bemoued oꝛ blow it flameth vpwarde 
lo a goſtely louer in troubles is lyft vp by feruoure 
ofloue to god. and ſo by the helpe of god almighty 
he ouer palleth al ſuche peynes and trybulacyouns 
Hethat is àa gooſtely louer knoweth that the ardet 
deſyꝛe of mannes loule is a gretecryein theere of al 
mighty god. the whichetrye lay inwardly to almi 
ghty god. Thou gode loꝛde art my loue thou art 
al my delyre. and Jam thy creature. dylate my her 
te in thy loue. that J may lerne too taſteby the in⸗ 

warde mouth ok my ſoulehowel wetethou art in 

loue and what is to aman tobe lyquityed and mol 
ten in loue oz to lwymmetherin. J am holden and 
boundein loue ſothat J goo aboue my lelfe foꝛ gre 
te marueyle & feruour ofloue. J belekethe godeloꝛ 
dethat J may lynge the ſonge ofloue & kolowethe 
my louer by vertuous lyuige euer to alcẽde tothei 
pfytnes of lyuinge. ſo thatmy ſoule may be ſtreng⸗ 
thed in pꝛaylinge ot thy mageſtebyioyſullfoueof 
thy goodnes. J beſeke the alway that J may loue 
the moꝛethã my elke that I may euer loue my ſel 

fe ct al otheꝛ that loue the. foꝛ the ithe as thelawe 

oklouethat thou cõmãded moniſſheth. louetscwif 
te / clere / pyteous / mery/ and iocounde / it is ſtronge / 


Parte, 
pacient, wyle,feythfullonge abidynge, manly and 
neuer hyd but alwey redy, where ſo a man ſekethe 
hymlelle. there he fallethe kro loue. ſoꝛ loue is circũ⸗ 
ſpercte very meke c religyous. nat light ne gyuyng 
hede to vaynethynyes, Uery loue is ſobꝛe.chaſte. 
ſtable.qupet / a kepte in his bondys. Allo louema⸗ 
keth a man ſubiect and obedyent to his pꝛelate. It 
maketh a man ferme and ſtable in vertuous lyke. 
to ſeme vile and deſpecteo2 vnwoꝛthy in his owne 
light. Alſo it maketh a man deuoutetogod. Kynde 
t alwey to byleue ct truſt in hym thoughe he haue 
nat luche lauour oꝛ appꝛoximacõn to his goodnes 
that perkight folke haue. foꝛ no man here lyuynge 
may in loue wythout langour c heupnes. He that 
is nat alwaye redy to luffer r to applye hym lelfe 
to the wil or god almyghty his louer:he is nat woz 
thy to be called a louer / foꝛ it perteynetheto a louer 
to ſuffer gladly al harde a bytter thynges foꝛ his lo 
uer a nat to declyne fro hym koꝛ any 2trarioꝰ thing 
¶ The vii. chapter howe a true louer is pꝛoued. 
Ethat leuethe oz foꝛſakethethe loue 02 the 
5 vertue that he hathe begonne with: fo: a ly 
tel aduerſite oꝛ trouble.oꝛ that in ſuchetymelſeketh 
lightly woꝛldly 2lolacõn / heis nat pꝛudẽt ne ſtzong 
louer:foꝛ a ſtronge louer ſtandeth ſtably ĩtemptaci 
on / a he gyueth nat hede ne plateto thedeceytefulp 
lualions ot the enempe.he is nat bꝛoken by inpacy⸗ 
ensꝛby aduerſitees ne illuded oz dilceyued by / pꝛol⸗ 
peroꝰthynges. A wile #a pꝛudent louer pondereth 
nat the gylt that is gyuen: ſo moche as the loue of 


Thethy2de 
thegyuer.Heconceyueth rathertheloue ofthe gy⸗ 


uer than the gyft that is gyuen c pꝛepondereththe 
gvuer betoꝛeal thynges gyuen: A noble a veray lo 
Uer reſteth nat i the giftthat god almyghty giueth 
but in god that is the gyuer of al godes: that man 
is nat al diſoꝛdꝛed that ſõtymeleſſegceyueth oz põ 
dereth god almyghty o2 his layntes than he wold 
do. Foꝛthat gode a ſwete delethata man lõtime 
Pceyueth in his ſoule is the effect ofgrace gyuen to 
man in this pꝛelent lyfe c a taſte ſauour ofheuen 
ly gloꝛy:to the whyche we may natreſt ouermoch 
by 2fidenso2truſt ot loule:foꝛ it goethand cometh 
mouably #is nat pmanentA man to kyght oꝛ ſtry 


ue againſt the euel mocyonsokhis ſoule to ouer 


come the ſuggeſtiõs of the deuyl is à token of ᷣᷣtue 
ot great meryte. See therfoze what lo euer thou 
art that no ſtrõgetantalies ot any mat trouble the 
Bepe ſtyl thy purpoſea right itenciõ ofſoule to god 
c thou ſhalt nat fal. Thynke nat that itis illulyon 
that thou artlõtyme raupſſhed in extaly o2 exceſſe 
ofmidexſoretoned agayn to coſtomablelightnes 
ofhert Foz thou ſuffrelt rather luch diſcens ayenſt 


thy wylthan wylfully,Aslonge asſucheetrario? 


Diſo2d2ed o2 veine thoughtes diſpleſethexthou ſtri 
ueſt agaynethem whan theye ryſei the itistothy 
meryte tc no loſſe oꝛ hynderaũce. I knowe / laythe 
our loꝛd ieſu to his louer that theolde enemy to mã 
doth al way his power to let thy wyl and delyrein 
godenes c tohynd and letthe from al godeand de⸗ 
Uout exercyſe:as fro the woꝛchipthat — art boũ 
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Parte, f 
patient. wyle.feythtullonge abidynge. manly and F 
neuer hyd but alwey redy. where ſo a man lekethe | 
hymſelfe. there he fallethe fro loue.ſoʒ loue is circùu⸗ 
_ ſpecte very meke c religyous. nat light negyuyng | 
hede to vayne thynyes. Uery loue is ſobꝛe. chaſte, | 
ſtable. qupet / ã kepte in his bondys. Allo louema⸗ 
keth a man ſubiect and obedyent to his pꝛelate. Jt | 
maketh a man ferme and ſtable in vertuous lyfe. | 
to ſeme vile and deſpecte oꝛ vnwoꝛthy in his owne 
light. Alſo it maketh a man deuoutetogod. kynde 
t alwey to byleue ct truſt in hym thoughe he haue 
nat ſuche ſauour oꝛ appꝛoximacõn to his goodnes 
That perkight folke haue. foꝛ no man here lyuynge | 
may in loue wythout langour theuynes; De that | 
is nat alwaye redy toſuffer & to applye hym ſelfe 
tothe wil of god almyghty his louer:he is nat wo; | 
thy to becalled a louer / foꝛ it perteynetheto a louer | 
to ſuffer gladly al hardex bytter thynges foꝛ his lo 
uer & nat to declyne fro hym koꝛ any 2trarioꝰ thing 
¶ The viii. chapter howe a true louer is pꝛoued. 
Ethat leuethe oz foꝛſakethe the loue oꝛ the 
1 vertue that he hathe begonne with: foꝛ aly þ 
tel aduerſite oz trouble.oꝛ that in luchetymeſeketh 
lightly woꝛldly ꝛldlacõn / heis nat pꝛudẽt ne ſtaong 
louer:foꝛ aſtrongelouerſtandeth ſtably itemptaci 
on / e he gyueth nat hede neplaceto thedeceytefulp | 
ſualions ofthe enemye. he is nat bꝛoken by inpacy ⸗ 
ensꝛby aduerſitees ne illuded oꝛ dilceyued by / pꝛol⸗ 
* pero®thynges. A wile ca pꝛudent louer pondereth 
nat the gylt that is gyuen: ſo moche as the loue of | 


cometheſuggeſtios ofthe deuyl is a tokenofvtue 


dilo2dzed oz veine thoughtes diſpleſethexthouſtri 
our loꝛd ieſu to his louer that 


| Uouterercyſezasfrotheworſhipthat thouartboi 
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Thethpꝛde 
the gyuer. Heconteyueth rather theloueokthe gy⸗ 
yer than the gyft that is gyuen d pꝛepondereth the 
gyuerbefozeal thynges gyuen: A noble æ veray lo 
uer reſteth nat i the giftthat god almyghtygiueth 
but in god that is the gyuer of al godes: that man 
is nat al diſoꝛdꝛed that lõtymeleſſeceyueth oz põ 
dereth god almyghty oꝛ his tayntes than he wold 
do. Foꝛ that gode c ſwete deſizethata man lõtime 
pceyueth in his louleis the effect ofgrace gyuen to 
man in this pꝛelent lyte c a taſte ⁊ ſauour ofheucn 
ly gloꝛy:to the whyche we may nat reſt ouermoch 
by ꝛfidens oꝛtruſt of ſoule:foꝛ it goethand cometh 
mouably #is nat ꝑmanent A man tofyght oz ſtry 
ue againſt the euel mocyonsofhisſoulex to ouer- 


cot great meryte. See therkoꝛe what lo euer thou 
art that no ſtrõgekantalies of any mat trouble the 
Kepe ſtyl thy purpolea right itenciõ ofſouleto god 
t thou ſchalt nat tal. Thynkenat thatitis illu lyon 
that thou artlõtyme raupſſhed in extaly o2 exceſſe 
ofmidexſoretozned agayn to coſtomablelightnes 
ofhert Foꝛ thou ſuffrelt rather ſuch diſcens ayenſt 
thy wylthan wylkully. As longe as\uche2trarto? 


neſt agaynethem whan theye ryſei the it istothy 
meryte t᷑ no loſle oꝛ hynderaũtce. I knowe / laythe 
theolde enemy to mã 
doth alway his power to letthy wyl and delyrein 
godenes a tohynd and let the from al godeand de⸗ 


D 


Parte. 
deto hondur me with e my ſayntes d fro themedt 
tacion oꝛ remẽbraũce ot my pallyõ fro the remẽbꝛã 
ce oflines with bitternes ol loule kro thepleruacy⸗ 
on of thy hert fro euy1:x from wyll to ꝓkyte ĩ gode 
nes vᷣtue. Many vdel x euel thoughtes he ſugge⸗ 
ſteth to mãnis ſoule: to make hym both loth # we⸗ 
ry with pꝛayer c other vertuous exertyles lowecõ 
feſſio diſpleaſeth hym gretly. and ik he may he wyl 
let a man okhis cõmuniõ. Set nat by hymnebyle 
ue hym nat: foꝛhe layeth befoꝛe the many ſnaris of 
diſceyte. whan heſheweth to thy louleeuel thiges 
oꝛ vncleneDyſpitouſly ſay to hym / go fro methou 
foule wyckedſpizyt.Thowe wozkes that bꝛingiſt 
fuch foulethynges tointyſeme,Bethou aſhamed 
fo thou artfouleofthy ſilfe go fro met hou fals dil 
ceyuour of makyndethoulhalthauenoparti me 
Foꝛ my ſauyour Jelu chal ſtonde with meĩ my de 
tens as a ſtrõge warryour to thy cofuſlo. J had le 
ner dye ſuffer al maner peyne than to cõlẽt to the 
Holde peas & ceſſe of thy teptacios I wyll no mote 
here ne gyuehedeto the thoughethou vere me ne⸗ 
uer lo moch: Foꝛ almyghty god is my helpar who 
me J dꝛedehe is the dekendar of my lyfevpo who 
me I truſt. ve it the ſtrengthe ok caſtels withſtande 
me I hal nat dꝛede. Foꝛ our loꝛde is my helpar: a 
redemar. fight e ſtriue agaiſt ſuch intylemẽtis as 
à godeknight if thou lõtyme be ouercome by thy 
feblenes oꝛ fraylte:take than moꝛe cõ foꝛt ꝭ ſtrẽgth 
ofloulethan thou dyd bekoꝛe: truſtyngetherby to 
haue the moꝛe large grace #coto:t ot goda beware 


(The thyꝛde 
the alter ofpꝛyde e vaine gloꝛy fo2 therby bemany 


denes ot loule. So that thou therfoꝛebe ware and 
humblethe agaynſt the pꝛelũpciõ ofſuche pſones, 
¶ The. viii.chapter howe grace is tobehyd vnder 
the pal ofhumylyte. 
Oñeſayth the wyle man it is moꝛe ſuzec᷑ pfi 
table to the:to hydethe grace or deuocyon gy⸗ 
uen tothe: than to ſheweit out wonldly. Auaunte 
nat theofit:neſpekenat ofluche grate to other noꝛ 
magnykyethy ſylke therby. but thou ſhulde rather 
delpylethy ſylfe@dzedelyſtethoubevnwozthy to 
haue it oꝛ ſone by thy negligẽs toleleit. Man ſhul 

de nat cleue oꝛ truſt to moche to ſuche affecciõ why 
che may ſonebe toꝛned to theztrary. Coſider well 
whanthou haſt luche gracehowe wretchede a ne⸗ 
dy thou were betoꝛe thouhad grace, noꝛ the pfyte 
oʒ encreaſe ofſpũal lyfe is nat only wha thou haſt 
thesſolacis of grace:but whan thou with hum li 
te luftreſt the ſubtraccyon oftheſame:lothatthon 
leuenatthy pꝛayer ne other gode dedes. but wythe 
al thy vnd ſtondinge and diligens dothybeſt wha 
thou feleſt ſuch ſubtraccts oꝛ dulnesi thetorecouer 
theeſolacis ofgrace. Many therebethat be veray 
dulandipacient whan aduerſytefalleth totheym 
the way and lyfe offoꝛtune ol mã is nat euerin his 
power and elecciõ but ofthegodenes ok god is alle 
that we haue: the whych doth cõfoꝛt whan he wil 
and as moch as he wyl / and whome he wylas his 


ii 


led ito erroneous wayes and fal into incurablebli⸗ 


pleſuris and no moꝛe.ſõeꝑſ _ auedeſtroied the 


- d 
ſelfeby indilcrete delyꝛe ofgrace ol deuociõ fo2 they 
haue diloꝛdred theyꝛ ſtrengthe of loule ouer moche 
natponderingetheyzeryle#pozelymytes of reſon 
but rather folowed thedeſyze or hert c therkoꝛe foꝛ 
almocheas they pꝛelumed hyer thynyes than god 
des pleſure was that they ſhulde attaine totherfoꝛ 
they loſt theyꝛe grace befoꝛehad And lo they be ma 
dec left nedy a vyle. that plumed to enter the ſecre 
tis ot heuẽ:that they may lernenat to ßlume vpon 
them ſele: but alway wyth true hum ylyteto truſt 
to god almyghty. Suche plons as bebeginers abe 
nat yetpfytein the way of vertue d in our loꝛd god 
may lyghtly erre # be diſceyued but ifthey folowe 
thecounſel of dilcrecyon:oꝛ dilcreteperſons Such 
plons as lene to theyꝛe owne wyt #lofolowe it: c 
refuſe thediſcrete wayes of luche as hauelonge er- 
ercyled the waies of vertuetfalitogretiucounietis 
fynally.Sucheperſonsasbe wylein theyꝛe owne 
lyght wylſeldom beruled hubly by other. Better 
it is to a mantohauelytelle wyldom oꝛ cunninge 
with humplitethã to haue gret cunninge with pꝛy 
de oꝛ vayne gloꝛpe. Betterit is to the to haue tytell 
than to haue moche with pꝛyde à dãpnaciõ: He ly⸗ 
ueth nat diſcretely that gyueth hym al to lyghtnes 
dt vaynegladnes loꝛgetyngehym fylfe a the dꝛede 
ofgod:nat dꝛedinge to lelegrace.Alſo heis nat wy 
ſe ne vertuous that in tyme of aduerſyte: oꝛ other 
hardnes deſpayꝛeth a truſtethe natſtedfaſtly ĩ god 
He that in tyme ofpeale wyl lyueto lykerlye wy⸗ 
thaut dꝛede of al perylles heſhalbefoundeto dzed# 


Thethyzde 
fuland vnreby in tymeofbatayle.#man wolde al 
way abyde hůble x lytel in his owne ſyght a dyly⸗ 
gẽtly awaite on hym lelke:he ſhulde nat ſo lone fal 
to ſynne ct offence ot᷑ god. :gode a holſom cotiſeltis 
a man after that he hathceyued the ſpiꝛpt ol deuo 
tiõ c charyte to thynke howe chulde he do c what 
ſhulde fal to hym in the ablens of ſuche deuocyon 

whan tuch a cale happeth let a man gad that ſuch 
grate and lyght may retome agayne tohyz by the 
honour of god whiche withdꝛewe kro his 2 lolaciõ 
à ſeaſon to ſhewe his power « foꝛ mannes well · it 
is moꝛe pꝛotitable to manlõtyme to be lełt tohym 
ſelfe and to lacke ſuche grare a cd loꝛt:than alwaye 
to haue ſuche pꝛoſperous thinges at his wyl. Foꝛ a 
man is nat reputed to be ot mozemeryte oꝛ vertue 
in thelyght or god. ikhehaue many vil ons oꝛ con 
ſolacions gyuen hym:orikłhe haue clere vnderſtõ⸗ 
dinge of ſcripture / oꝛihe be auaũſed by grete c hye 
ꝓmocvon / but than he is of great merytec greatly 
in the fauour ol god almyghty ifhebepfyteimeke 
nes c tyiled with charyte alway lekige thehonour 
of god in his dedes: with 2tempte a delpyligeokhi 
ſelfas wel in the ſyghtofother men as in his own 
coueitigemozein humyliaciõ than tobe honoured. 
¶ The.ix.chapterhowe a man ſhulde nat repute 
hymſylfeot any vatour but vilypendehym. 
g Ode loꝛde Ilpeke to the olf my plũpcion nat 
with ſtödingethat J am but puluer æ aſſhes 
it I repute my ſelfe any better:thou x thy woꝛdes 
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3 Parte | 

agayne me ne Ican nat agayn ſay them. and it 
wyl vylypende e deſpyle my lylke c nat repute me 
any thynge woꝛthe as trouth apereth ĩ methã the 
grace ot my loꝛde god ſhalbeto me mercyfulk ande 
his lyght nere me and my humpliacion and obedy 
ens ſhalbe turned after this lyfe into enarlaſtynge 
exaltacyon and auaũcemẽt. There godeloꝛde thou 
ſhalt chewe me to my ſylfe Gely what Jam what 
IJ was c wherof J cam. Foꝛ J was c am nought 
t knoweit nat ik I be lekt to my ſelte without thy 
helpe godeloꝛde: than J knowe my lylle to be nou 
ght t kult of infyꝛmyte.and ik thou gode loꝛde wilt 
beholde me wyth thy grace andcoſolacyd anon Þ 
thalbe made ſtronge e be fulkylled with a new top 
t grete meruayleit is that J a wretche that alway 
ok my lelfe kal downwarde c may nat ryle agayne 
and by thy grace ſo ſodaynly arayſed agayne c ſo 
benignly lyft vp c halſed of the. This is thy chary 
te grace which puenteth a helpeth mei many ne⸗ 
ceſſytees ⁊ kepeth mebyſely from greuous peryles 
t many euplles / Iloſte my fylfeby inoꝛdinateloue 
of my ſylke a in ſekynge the agayne c ilouingethe 
agayne J haue bothe founde the me: ande ofthy 
clene ꝓfounde c depeloue Jam lyquified # know 
verely my lylle nought. Foz thou ſwete loꝛde doeſt 
to me ouer my merytis#x ouer al that I coude hope 
to haueot the. Blyſſed be thou godelo2de foꝛ thou- 
ghe I be vnwoꝛthy to any godes: et thy tnfynyte 
godenes ceſſeth neuer of wel doynge yetoſuch per 
ſons as be vnkyude c tar fro the Mate vs tobeha | 


Thethpꝛde 
= tonuerted to the godelozdethat we may be kyn⸗ 
dehumble meke and deuout tothe. foꝛ thou allone 
aͤrt our helthe: vertue and ſtrength: 
The. x.chapter.al that we haue oꝛ do is to be re⸗ 
ferred to godꝛ as to theendeofeuerythynge 
6 Offeſaitheour loꝛde to vs J ought to bethy 
laſt a ſeuerayne ende:it thou delyꝛe to beblel⸗ 
ſyd. And by this intenciõ halbe purged thyn affec 
cpöthatis oft tymes euel bowed downe to it ſelfex 
to other creatures, it thou ſeke thy lylle ĩ any thyn 
ge:anon thou fayleſt i thy ſelfe # waxeſt dꝛye wher 
koꝛe to me rekarre al thinges:foꝛ J am he that haue 
gyuen al thinges.coſid al thiges as wellige a lpꝛig 
inge out of thehyeſt e moſte louerayne gode c ther 
tone they tobe reduced to me as to their oꝛigynall 
beginninge. of me litel #gret poꝛe and richedrawe 
quycke water as ofthe wel oflyfe# who bueth me 
| Wyllinglyſhalfreceynegracefoz grace. But who 
hat hath glozy without me:oꝛ hath delectacion in 
any pꝛyuategode:ſhal neuer be ſtablyſſhed in very 


ner of wyle t ãgnyſſhed wherkoꝛe thou oweſte to 
alcryue to thy ſylfe no maner ol gode. Thou ſhuld 
nat commende noꝛ moꝛe repute thy ſelfetoꝛ any go 


denes that thou haſt: who euer thou bebut rekarre 
al godenes that thou haſt to god almyghty with⸗ 


out whõe we haueno thynge. God ofgis godenes 
gaue vswhat we haue e therfoꝛe he reqͥreth the ſa 
me to be ꝛlidered of vs with thankes to begyuen 


toy ne delyted in hert:but (hall belet in many ma⸗ 


agapnevnto hym: This js the veray wave to ex⸗ 


Parte 

chewefrom vstheſynneof vaynglozy,iffobethat 
truecharyte and heuenlygraceenterinto man: ng 
enuye:ne dildayne ol any perlõ:noꝛ pꝛyuateof mã⸗ 
nes ſelfechal haue place in hym. Foꝛ grace and very 
chaꝛyte ouercomethal ſuche vyces and it dylatethx 
enflameth mannes ſoule to god e to our neighbour 
if we perceyue and vnderſtõde wel wechulde only 
ioy ⁊ hopein our loꝛde god and in no wylein oure 
ſelle. Foz no manis godeofhymſelfebut god alon 
whyche is to be loued and bleſſyd oueralle. 
¶ The. xi.chapter howeit is ful cweteto ſeruegod 
to hym that forſaketh the wondetruly. 

n Oe gode loꝛde ſhalt repetemy ſpecheto 

the and nat ceſſe; I ſhall ſpeke in the erys ok 

my loꝛde god and kyngethat is in heuen. Howe 
meat is the multitude of thy \wetnes whych thou 
haſt hyd and hydeſt goode loꝛde foꝛ thetyme from 
theymethat lyueth here vnder thy dꝛede. And to 
thy perkyte louers and ſeruaũtes thou ſheweſtthe 
teffable 2teplatiueſwetnes ofthy godhede. in this 
thou gode loꝛde haſt ſhewed thy gretcharyte that 
whã J was nat thou made me: k whan J erryd 
c went out ofthe way thou bꝛoughteſt me againe 
commaund inge meto ſerue and to louethe. O wel 
of perpetual loue what ſhal J ſay otthehowe may 
IJ foꝛget the: whyche lo louyngliy doſte remembze 
me: and where J haue peryſched thou gode lo2de 
haſt chewed thy mertyeto meouer my hope and re 
warded me aboue my merite whatthakesſhal'J | 
gyue to the loꝛ this gracegiuẽ me. It is nat gruen 
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to al men to foꝛſake the wonder totake vpon them 
a lolytary lyfe.it is no gretethynge meto leruethe 
good loꝛde to whome al thy creatures be boũde too 
ſerue t pleale. But rather this is to me a gret thige 
tt merueloꝰthat it pleſeth thi goodnes to receiueme 
to thy ſeruyce#totoyneſopoore#vnworthy as 
am tothi biloued buaũtes. Lo al thige that J haue 
#that I may do the buice of. is thine. therfo2 J cã 
geue the no thige but thin owne. heuẽ d erth with 
ther contẽtes that thou haſt oꝛdeyned to helpeman 
| doth daily fulfylthy cõmaũdement after the oꝛder 
fkkorm that thou haſt oꝛdeined them to Alloy thou 
| haſtozdeyned angels to helpe comfoꝛt man. But 
| aboueall this. thyſelfe haſt vowehedlauetoo ſerue 
man pꝛomittyngeto veuetheto man. what ſhal Þ 
peue to the ageyne foꝛ thele fo2 a thouſande folde 
| bſifytes that thou ofthygrace c godnes haſt yeuen 
to me. G raunt me helpe and graceto ſerue the gode 
loꝛde al the dayes ol my lyfe. and at theleſtethat J 
map one dap buethe woꝛthely. thouart woꝛthy to 
haue albuice / al honoure eternal laude c pꝛalynge 
Chou art my very loꝛde god. ande Jam vnwoz⸗ 
thy and poꝛe buaũte. am boũdeto ſerue the with 
al my ſtrugthes ck neuer tobe wery of thy ſernyce c 
pꝛayliuge ſoo I deſyꝛec wolde it ſholdebe. Thou 
godeloꝛde fulkyl that want ol my partye.greate 
honourc᷑ gloꝛpe is to ſeruethe a to foʒlake al erthly 
thynges foꝛ the: They that gladly #wyllyngly do 
| lubmittheymtothy#rruyceſhalfhauegretegrace 
+ Uheythatfo:ſabe all wozldely beſynes d do chele 


toy #gladnesgoten,The:xii*chapt. Thedelyreof | 


t Ofelapthe our loꝛdeto his louer thou muſte | 
yet lerne many thynges that thou haſt nat yet wa 


withikoꝛth bothe. bewazetherofthat thou lenenat F 


. Parte. | : 
the harde a ſtrapte wey foꝛ thy loue. halbe refrel/ 
ſhed with theſweteconſolacyoun oftheholy gooſt 
ſhalkhaue grete lyberty ofſoul. O thou thankfulk 
ct loyful ſubiection # ſeruyce otgod wherby man is 
made kre krom lyn and holy in the lyght or god. 
thou holy and hye ſtate ofrelygyon which maketh | 
man egal to angels.pleſant to almyghty god ande 
d2edful to deupls a honorable too al feythfullfolke 
O thou fuyce woꝛthy alwey to be delyred c halled 
wherby almyghty god is goten and euerlaſtinge 


hert is to be examyned and modered. 


lerned. that is to ſy that thou oꝛder thy delyre c af 
feccidõ alway after my pleſure ſo that thou louenat ? 
thin owne deſire oꝛ pꝛolite but that thou ĩ al thiges 


à couetous louer æ a folo wer okmy wyl thou halte 


many deſyꝛoꝰ ryſige # mouingethe but ꝛlider wa 
whether thou art moued ithe foꝛmyn honoureon 
ly oꝛ moꝛe foꝛ thy owne auayle oꝛ pꝛofite. if Abethe 
cauſeofthy mouigethouſhalt be wel ꝛtẽt what lo 
euer I ſend vntothe. c if any thynge be hyd in thy 
deſy2eofthyneowne wyl oꝛ ſechinge: lo that thig: 
is it thatanoyeth and greueth the outwardly and 


to moch tothyn owne del ye. me nat toũcelid that 
ſamethige that vytoꝛepleled the / dyſpleleth theal⸗ 
terwarde. Euery thigethatmandeſy2eth is natto þ- 
be folowed choꝛtly, ne euery 2trary? affeccyonthil Þ 


* Thethßpꝛde 

ma lotheth oꝛ hateth is too befled at the firſt. It is 
expedient ſomtyme too vlea bꝛydell reſtreinige in 
goode affeccyons and clinynge or other belynelles 
| gofidyſcretebyhauoure folowethediſtraccyon oz 
bꝛekynge of mãnes mynde.that thou by thy indil⸗ 
| crecyon be nat an occaſyon oz ſclaunder too other. 
Allo that thou be nat ſodaynly troubled oz inqgete 
by other menys rel iſtens. It is ſomtymebyhofull 
to a man that he vfe vyolencex reliſt his ſenſual ap 
petyte.and nat to gyue hede what it delyreth ande 
what nat: but rather ideuour hi that it be ſubiecte 
| by vpolens to the loule.this ſẽſual appetyteis tobe 
ſubduid by diſcipline to the ſoule vntoit be madere 
dyto obey ĩ al thinges to reſon vnto it haue lerned 
to be atẽte with fewe thiges and neceſſary withou 
| tealgrotchinge ageyne any inzueniẽt thynge. 
Che. xiii, chapt of theinkoꝛmacyd ofpacyes and of 
| ſiryfeageyneſenſualyte 

l Ozde god ſapthethe deuoute ſoule vnto god / 
as Ikele a vnderſtõde pacyence is ful neceſſa⸗ 
ye vnto me. foꝛ many contraryous chaũces falł in 
this lyfe. howe ſoo euer J oꝛder my ſelke foꝛ peas to 
behadde. can not haueit without batayle nemy 
lykecan nat be without loꝛow and trouble wher to 
bur loꝛde ſayth Soñe thou ſayſte truly I wylnat 
that thou ſeke.ſuchepeas as wãteth tẽptacyõ and 
trouble oꝛ cõtradictyon.but coũtethethan to haue 
| folidepeſe whã thou art exerciſed with diuers trou 
bles ꝓued with dyuers aduerſites c ylthou ſaye 
that thou maiſt nat ſuffer ſuche peines ow may 
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howſhozthowvyleex fals is the wozldly glozyet | 


-fowle.ſothatmanas abeftevureſonablefozalitd þ 
pleſuxe oꝛ cõmodyteokthis traiiſitozy lyferennet) 


Patte = 
thou ſufer the fel peynesofpurgato2y.oftwo eufls || 
theleſſeisalway to beſuffred #chole.wherfozeſuf | 
firthou paciẽtly the aduerſites# euils ofthis woꝛld 
o2lyfethat thou may auoyde the peines euerlaſtig 
folowige herdaft toꝛſyn. Troweſt thou that worn 
dly mẽ that be ĩ welth e wozldly byſinesſufferno | 
aduerſyte thou ſhalt nat kynde one ſuche ye yfthou 
p ſent the moſte delycate perſone that thou can fide | 
but thou layſte to me ayen. They haue many delec | 
rablethinges & pleſures.and thei folow euer theyre 
owne wyll and therfore they poder nat theyztrow 
bles: But how beit that they hauetheyredelyrez | 
in ryches & wozldely plelures that they belacyatte 
with howelongetrowes thouitſhallaſt?Sothly } 
ſuch folke as aboũdeth i woꝛldly godes c pleſouts 
thallefonefayle and euanyſſhe as dothe thelmoke 
offyꝛe. No remeinbꝛaũte left ot᷑ theyr iopes byfoꝛe 
had, whichealſo whan they lyued was nat finally 
without gret angwyſſhe.tedyoulnes k drede.oftẽ⸗ 
tymethey receyue greate troubles a peyne ofſuche 
thynges as they haue greteſolas c pleſureibyfoze | 
koꝛ of rightwilnesit foloweth to tuch plones that 
thei fleyl nat without gret ztulyõ d peyne the del 
taciõs & wouldlipleſuresthattheihauebefozeſoug | 
htexfoloived with greteiozdynatedelitex+pleſure | 


pleſures, Suerly ther be very fals krkeland pe 
they be nat perceyued foz the blyndnesofmannss I 


into euertaſtinge deth 


thy pleaſour « deſyʒe. ut thy delyte and fyrethy 
loue in god:and he wyl graunt the thy peticyon x 
deſyzeofhert:Fle al woꝛldly inoꝛdinate pleaſours 
and delectacions:and thou ſchalt haue abundaunt 


and heuẽly 2ſolacyon,and the moꝛe thou plerueſt 


the krom the lolace ot erthelye creatures. the moze 
ſweteconClolacyons thou c halt fyndein almyghty 


god. But fyꝛlt thou muſt come to luch goſtely con- | 
ynes and lamentacion k 


folacyons with great heu 
with great labour æ᷑ ſtryle in thy ſelfe agaynſt thy 


ſeẽſual parties. Thy olde ſyntul cuſtome wyl gayn 


ſtondethein luche goſtly labour. but he ſhalbe va⸗ 
nyſſhed and ouercome wyth a better cuſtome The 
fleſſhe wyl murmure and grutche agayneſuchela 
bours:but the feruour ofthe mynde may refrayne 
hym. The olde enemye to mãnes ſoule wyl let the 
but thou mayſtchaſe hym away by pꝛayer and by 
plytable occupacio he and his wayes ſhalbe let. 


to be obedyenk after the exaumple ofcryſte. 


perioꝛꝛit is a tokẽ that his fleſſhe oꝛ body is nat ſub 
dued yet pfytely to his ſowle:butit oft grutchethe 
and rebelleth againſt it. Therloꝛe it thou wilt that 
thy bodibeno — to thy ſoulelerne 


The thyde . 
okſoule : wherfo:eſonneflee 
to folowe thyn owne wyl alway and folowenat 


¶ The. xttii.chapter howe an humble lubiect owe 


ſ\ Oftehethatlabouretheto wythdzawehym 
kro obediens he withdzaweth hym fro grace 

t whoſeketh toatteynepzyuatethyngesleleth co 
mograces & gittisa hethat doth nat obey tohis ſy 


ls Parte. 
thou to obey gladipe to thy ſuperioꝛ. Soner is thy 
dutwardeenemp ouercomeikthy inward man be 
nat deſtroyed 02 ouercome. There is no woꝛſe noꝛ 
moꝛegreuous enemy to man than his body ikit de 
nat acoꝛdinge oꝛ cõſentinge to his ſoule thou muſt 
vtteriy diſpyſethy ſyife,Jfthou wylpuayl agayn 
thy body. But thou loueſt thy ſelfe yet inoꝛdinatly 
Etherkoze thou dꝛedeſt to leuethy ſelſec to ſubdwe 
the fully to other mennes wyl what great thing is 
it to thethat art but erthe andnought toſubedwe 
theto man fo2 goddes lake. wha J god almyghty 
that made al thinge ok nought dyd ſubdue and lub 
myt me humdiy to man koꝛ thy ſake. was made 
hũble that thou ſhuldelerne to ouercomethy pide 
by my mekenes. Lerne thou alſhes to obey. Lerne 
thou erth d ſlyme to hũble the & to ꝓltratethe vnd 
euery mannes fete dy true humplite no thinge pſt | 
minge of thy lelte. Lerne to bꝛake thyn dwne wyll | 
d to apply to other ments wyl. Nyle ayenſt thy ſelf 
I ſufter nat pꝛyde to rapnein theꝛbut lhewe theſo | 
meke that alle men may walke vpon the and trede 
vpon the as vpon clay in the way. what haſt thou 
vayne man x vyle ſynner tecomplayneo? to gain 
lay theym that myſſayeth the oz vereth the: whych 
phaſte lo okt offenden thy loꝛdegode and haſte ſo oft 
delerued hell by thy ſyn ul lyuinge. but my mercy 
ful ive and ſyght hath ſparedthefoꝛ louethat Jha 
ue to thy ſoule:that thou myght knowe howe wel 
Ilouethe. that thou chulde be kinde c giuetheto 
truehumylite a ſubiectiõ foꝛ my ſake paciently (ut | 


Ow — Thethyde 
kervngechy pꝛoper contempt at deſpytes. 


¶ The. xv. chapter: ofthe hyd iugemẽtis ok god to 
be conlidered foꝛ the repꝛeſſyon of vayne gloꝛy and 


magnikvengeof man in graces receyued. 


t Hou gode loꝛde ſaith the deuout ſoule caſtyſte 
krpblyethy iugemẽtis vpo me:ſothat wythe 
gret kerethou alteryſt al my body # bonys togyder 
and my loule is troubled with great kere and dꝛede 
Iſtande aſtonyed x 2ſyder that heuins be nat cle- 
nein thyſyght. ikthou fonde thy aungels defectyue 
tt impure:and therkoꝛethou dyd nat ſpare theyme. 
what chal tal vpõ me that am duſt e aſſhes the aũ⸗ 
gels telle krom heuen. what than may Jp:eſume# 
| Surhpeopteasinſemingehad woꝛkes ofcõmen⸗ 
dacion hauefal ful lowe:and ſuche as were fed wy 
| themetevfaungels J haue ene be glad of wynes 
mete. There is therkoꝛe no holynes in man if thou 
loꝛde withdzawethy honde. Noo wyledomemay 

auayleifthou withdzawethy hodeof gouernatice 
Nolurechaſtiteis ithou defendeit nat. ne ꝓꝑ cu⸗ 
ſtodyemay pfyt mã:if that the helpe ol god be nat 
there. Foꝛ it we be foꝛlaken of god almyghty webe 
dꝛowned and weperyſche Andit webevilited and 
helped weberayſedevptolyfe, Ofoureleltewebe 
* bnſfable;butbythegodelozde webe conf2rmed: x 
made ſtedfaſt; webecoldeofourlſelf;butby the we 
beaccended and kinledi godenes. Dhowemekely 
Eobiect owe Ito conſider my ſelfe.howelymple c 
utel bemy gode dedis it Jhaue any ** pfoiide 


ty owe toſubmit me to thy hydxdepeſugem#etts | 
t nought O thou imeſurable weght. O thou ipal⸗ 


c humbles in god may nat beextolled by no vayne 
klaterige ageinſt his plelure ne heſhal nat be meued 
by anyflateringethatputteth his hole hopein god 


CThe,rvi.chapthowe a mã chulde make his pett 
thy plelure ykit be thy honourec᷑ yfitbeto me expe 


me it vn ykytable to my ſoulethã taketro me ſuche 
del yꝛe J beſeke the euery delyzetometh nat ofthe 
holy gooſt # though it ſeme to mã gode d rightwy 

ke pet it is harde to Juge truly in ſuche thynges 
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godeloidewherin J kynde my ſelfe ne dinge valẽt 


ſableſee, wherin Icã nat fynde me but al periſſhed 
X adnichilat. where noweis bycome woꝛdly gloꝛye 
what cofydecemay Jhaueofal vayneglozyethat 
Jhauebe exalted by byfoze, Lo alł vayne woꝛldly 
glozy is vanyſſhed by thedepnelleof thy hyd iuge⸗ 
mẽtis that thou haſt ſhewed vpon me. what is any 
man ĩ thy ſight gode loꝛde. but clay oꝛ erth . what 
may clay oꝛ erth haue any gliacõn oꝛpꝛide ageynſt 
his maker he that hath his hert truly roted by loue 


thei that vle lucheflatingebe noughte euaniſſhe at 
the laſt with the lounde of woꝛdes but the truthe 
of our loꝛdeſhal alway abidex allo they with him 


Ood loꝛde lay euery mã in his (eyõ togod. 
vetyciõ makig. yk this thigethat Nalkebeto 


ditt dt ꝓt᷑ytàble thã graũte me it and to vleit to thy 
honoure and ifthou godeloꝛde knowe it noyousto 


TER Che thyꝛde 
whether godeſpyꝛit o 
mone hum to delyꝛe this thinge oꝛ that: Foꝛ many 


tied c᷑ led by a godeſpyꝛit into ſuche delyꝛes. wher⸗ 
| ſozeweoweto delpꝛeeuery thyngethat we alke oꝛ 
'deſy2e:with drede ofgod c humblenes of hert And 
that / koꝛ man in al wozkes « deſy2es ſhulde comyt 
hym holly to god with rel ygnaciõ of his ꝓper wyl 


after thyplealure c moſte honoure.gyue me what 


thou wylt # whan thou wylt: Put me godeloꝛde 


wherethou wylt / a do wythe methynges as thou 
leruaũt redy to thibeheſt J deliꝛze nat tolyue to my 


ſylke but to thegode loꝛde my god e#lyfe: Ibeſecke 


thethat J may lyue wozthely to the. 


¶ The. xvli.chapt᷑ A pꝛaver c delyʒe alway to liue 


and do thepleaſour orgod. 
o Thou moſtebenigne Jhelu graũt me I be⸗ 


eke thethy grace thatit mai euer be with me 


I #wozke with me vnto mynende#gyueme grace 
Thy wylbemy wyland my wylle alway folowe 


| it, Sothat J 


inthe wonlde foꝛ thy ſake.Grafitmeabouealdeſy- 
res to reſt in the by goly peasofh Ai thou gode 
| 


2yl,02elles manes owneſoul 


” bedifceyuedinthelatterendethatſemed tobe indu 


; ſapnge/Godelozdethouknorwelte whatthyngers 
tomemoſtep2ofytable.do with me in euery thyng 


wylt / Jam thy creature alway ĩ thy handes: thy 


euer to delyze that thing that is moſte accept to the 


thy wil euer acoꝛdetherwith:æ neuer dilcozdefro 
map euer afſterme me to thy wyl. g y 
ue me graceto dyeto the woꝛlde and toal thynges 
that bein the woꝛlde: and toloue tobe vnknowen 


tobeſought in god. 


Parte. 


lodearttheveryepeas#reſtof mannes hert: And 


without the al thynges be harde a inqupete: cher 
foe I beſeke the that Imap euer reſt in the. Ime, 
¶ The. xvili.chapt᷑ very ſolace c contoꝛte is alonlye 


w Hat ſo euerthinge Jmapthynke oz deſpꝛeto 
my lolace and cõfoꝛt J loke nat foꝛ it here but 
IJ hope to haueit here after. Foꝛ if J allon had alle 
the godes and lolaces of the woꝛlde / and might ioy 
in al delytes and pleaſonrs woꝛldly: J am aſcertat 
ned that they may nat longe enduꝛe / ne J with thẽ 


wherfoꝛe I knowethat my ſoule may nat fully be 
reconfozted ne perfytely ſatyl fyed: but alonly ĩ god 
almyghtyꝛthewhycheis theconkoꝛzter of poꝛe men 


and the embzaſer ol meke perſons, Abyde therſoꝛe 
thou my ſouleabyde the pꝛomys ok god almyghty 
by godeliuinge and heuenly deſy2e:and thou (halt 
hauethe abũdaũte ot al godes in heuen. Foꝛ if thou 


ſent lyfe:thou ſhalt leſe the heuenlye thynges efnal 
Teinpoꝛal thynges be to the in vſage: and heuenly 


tempoꝛal: foꝛ thou art nat oꝛdeyned to iope ⁊᷑ reſt in 
them kynally. i thou had in polleſſyon all thynges 
create in erth thou can nat be blyſſed in them: but al 
only in god almyghty the maker ok al thinges ſton 
deth thy felycite ⁊ beatitude:nat ſuch blyſſe whiche 


is ſene and cõmẽded ofthelouers ofthe woꝛlde but 


ſuche ioy and felycite that godecryſten folke abyde 
and hopeto haue: whycheſpũal ꝑloner e they that 


to inoꝛdinately del yꝛe oꝛ loue the godes ot this pꝛe⸗ 


in deſyꝛe. Thou maye nat be ſacvat wyth thynges 
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Foz whan oneteptacion oz troubleceſſeth, another 
! cometh. Allo the fy:ſteconflycteo? trouble yet du- 
rynge. many other ſodaynly ryſe, Howe may this 
lpfebebeloued that hatb ſo many bytternes and is 
ſokul ot myleryes: howe may it becalled a lyke that 
gend ꝛeth lo many dethes a goſtely infectyons and 
pet it is beloued and wyth great gladnes delyted + 
loped i. The woꝛldeis oft repꝛoued foꝛ that it is dil 
| ceytfulleand vayne, And petit is nat ſone koꝛſake 
| whylethec6cupyſcenceofthefleſſhereyneth, ſome 
thinges i the wozldeinduceth man to louethe woꝛl 
dea lome other to delpyleit. thecõcupilcenteokmã 
nes kleſſhethe deſize okt mãnes iye ã pride ofthe hert 
But the peynes and the myſeryes folowynge gen 


J 
— 


myſerpes the euel delectacion ot mynde that is ge 


| der hate and cõtempte ofthe woꝛlde pet foꝛ al ſuch =— [4 


uen to the woꝛldly pleaſourouercomeththe heuen 


bp delpꝛe And luch carnal delyte reputeth feliciteto — 
{ bevnderſuchſenſualpleaſour,Fo2ſuch neytherſa? = 
_ uernetaſtetheſwetnes ofgod he the ĩwarde ioy of 

vertue. They that deſpile the wozldex# ludyetoly 7 
 texſeruegodvnd holy diſcyplynethey taſtetheſa - 
| Uourofheucly thiges ꝓmiled toſuch goſtlylyuers _.. | 
| theyalſoſevely thcerrourDdilceyteofthe wozlde; - 15 

¶ The. xxiii.chapter howe manchulde reſt ingdd 2 © 
+ abouealgyftesandgodeserthely, * 4 4 
{ © (Thoumyſoulereſtthou aboue all thinge in - 


dur loꝛdegod fot heistheetcrnalreſtofſayn- 

tes. Gyuemelwete Jeſu moſte louable ok alk other 

Face koꝛ to reſte in th — creatures / a 
— K | 


| | 
' bo 


— 
——— 


Parte 
boue al helthe and beawte:aboueal gloꝛp / honoure 
power x dignite:aboue al ryches cũninge ſubtylite 


oꝛ craftes/aboue alk gladnes:ioꝝ / fame / oꝛ lawde:a⸗ 
boue al ſwetnes / cõſolacyon / hope / oꝛ pꝛomyſſe: abo 
ue all meryte / delyꝛe / oꝛ gyftes: that thou may gy⸗ 
ueto my body oꝛ loule / aboue alł ioy oꝛ iubylacyon 
that mannes mynde may fele and compꝛyle. ande 
aboue al heuenly lpyꝛites wyth al other thynges vi 
lible c ĩuyſible that is nat thy ſelfe fo: thou godeloꝛ 
de amonge al thiges art beſt / hyeſt / moſte myghty 
moſte lufficiant:thou art moſte łwete / fayzeſt moſt 
louable moſte noble c gloꝛioꝰ aboue al i whome all 
other godes be pkytely / haue be c hal be. And ther⸗ 
foze what euer it be that thou gyueſte me (thy ſelle 
except /itisinfuffictant;Fo2my hert may nat vere: | 
ly reſt nehollybeetent;butin thethat ſurmoũteſte 

euery creature oꝛthige. O my moſte amyable ſpot 
lecryſteieſu moſte pure louer:and loꝛde ofeuery cre 
ature:graut me J pꝛay the winges of very lyberte 
that J may fle c reſt in the my keruent loue x deſire 
O whan ſhal it be gyuen to me fully to vnderſtode 
c ſehowelwete and gode my loꝛde god is⸗ whan 
chal I fully gader me in the / lo that foꝛ thyloue 1 
ſhal nat fele my ſelfe;but the alonty that excedeſt al 


c bere my ifilycite;xlametablemyleryethatJ am 
in with great heuynes. Foꝛ many euyls aſlayleme 
in this vale ok myſery they ſoꝛe trawble me and al; | 
lo okt blynde me: dyſtraythe and letteth me: that | 
maye nat haue kre acceſſe to the: ne haue thy lwete 


knowlege r melure. owe Joft ſozowet moe | 


Thethyꝛde | 
enb:aſyngethat theblyſſed ſpyꝛites haue ztynnal⸗ 
ly with al iocũdite ⁊ ioy. I p2ay the that my ſighes 
t inly delyꝛes with my manyfolde delolaciõs may 
moue chy godenes to enclyne to my delyꝛes: O left 
thelyght x clertye ok euerlaſtinge gloꝛy the ſolace c 
tonkoꝛt of wayfazingeſoules:my ſouleſpekethe to 
the wyth ſtyl delyꝛeꝛ my mouthe wythout voyce 
Howe löge taryeth my loꝛde god to come. J beſeke 
hym to cometo me his poꝛe ſeruaũt to my cõſolacy 
on agladnes. Sende he his hande ct power to dely 
uermefrom al angwyſſhe. Come gode loꝛde foꝛ wi 
thout the Itan haue no glad day oꝛ hour thou art 
my iope ct without the my mideand boꝛdeis voide 
Jam a wretcheand as a pꝛyloner ketred wythout 
al 2toꝛt agreued tyl tymethat IJ may be refreſſhed 
with thy pꝛeſens e lo reſtoꝛed to lyberte. ſhewe me 
therfozeJbeſckethethy kauour and gracto? pſens 
Let other ſeke foꝛ the what ſo euer they wyl no thi 
gepleleth me ne ſhal do but thou my loꝛdegod that 
art my hope c eternal helthe I ſhal nat ceſſeto pꝛay 
& cal to the tyl thou retome to meby thy grace ſpe 
keto meinwardly ſaige. Lo J am heretometothe 
tkoꝛ thou called me. thy terys c the delyꝛeofthy ſoul 
thy huyliocion æ ꝛtrition othert hath made mefciy 
ne fbzought metothe. And J agayneto ny loꝛde 
Sodeloꝛde I called the ⁊ haue delyꝛed to ioy in the 
dal otherthyngesl ett æ foꝛſaken koꝛ ti e. Thon loꝛde 
dpd koꝛſt excyte me to lechethe Blyſſed bethou that 
haſt wrought ſuchgodenes withthy buaũtak thy 
gretemercy, whatſhuldethy _ moꝛe do 02 ſay 

ii 


wyle atre we: aby thy ꝓuidens al thiges be gouer⸗ 


Parte 
byfoze thegodelowebuttohiiblehymto thy ma⸗ 
geſtealway myndekul ofhisp2oper fraylte# wyc⸗ 
kednes. Moneis lyke to the gode loꝛde in al the mer 
uelous creatures i heuẽ erthe Al thy wozkes that 
thou haſt wrought be very god: thy domes right 


ned. ¶aude a gloꝛy betothethat art the wyldome 
ofthe fad celeſtyal. My ſoule / my mouthe / with alk | 
partyes may louethe and pꝛayſethe wyth al other 
creatures wythout ende. Amen. (| The. xxiiii. 
cha. A remẽbꝛaũce oꝛ repetigofthebfifaitesofgod, 
g DOdelozdeopeniny herte in thy lawe andein 
thy ßceptes make meto walke. Make me al⸗ 
way to As ſtonde thy wyl and pleaſour c dyly⸗ 
gently to2ſider with reuerẽtethy bñkaites bothein 
— xi ſpecyal that I may dewly thanke the | 
owe &conkeffe foꝛ trouthethat J may nat gyue 
to the dewethakes fo: the leſte bſifite that thou gy⸗ 
ueſt and am vnwoꝛthy therof whã J conlider thy 
excellence and nobleneſlemy ſpyꝛyte faylethe in me 
fo: the great magnytude therok. Al thiges that we 
haue in body oꝛ ſoule within oz without naturally 
02 ſupnaturally wehaueofthy gyft + al they com | 
mendetheofwhomeal godenes cometh. a though 
lomeperceyueofthylarges mo graces oꝛ bñfaytes 
and ſome fewer: et al that wehauecometh of the: | 
Etheleſtegift may nat be had without the He that 
receyueth mozebounteouſlyofthy gꝛaces may nat 
toy therin as hehad them ofhisownemerytesnoz | 
he mapenat very woꝛthely exalte hym ſylfe aboue | 


The thyꝛde 


other ne vylypende his inkerioure oꝛ thepoure Foz 


hethat aſcrybeth nat to hym ſelf ne to his merytes 
but only too the goodnes ofgod is moꝛe meke and 
in gyuingethankes vnto god moꝛe deuout. And he 
that fo: all luche pꝛerogatyues repꝛeueth hym ſelle 
moſte vyle and vnwozthy of other: heis moꝛe apte 
topceyueofthe hand of almighty god mozelarger 
gyftes and hethat perceyueth fewer gyftes of god 
owe nat therfoze to behety ne wrotheneenuyo? a 
geinſt his rycher:butheoweratherthakethe good 
nes of god that lo frely # ſo abũdãtly gyueth to his 
creates without any plonal cõcepciõ al thiges com 
okthe. a ther foꝛethou art tobe magnikfyed a pꝛaiſed 
in al thinges. Thou knowiſt godeloꝛde what thig 
is expedient to be gyuen vnto euery man And why 
this plone recepueth ofthy larges moꝛe. an other 
leſſe:it perteyneth not vnto vs but to theto diſcerne 
the whiche alonly knoweſt euery mannis merptes 
Irepute it foꝛ a greate benefytegeuen to meofthy 
goodnes that J haue nat gret gifteswherby Ichol 
de haue any vaynel aude oꝛ pꝛayſige outwardly of 
thepeple. So yf mã colyder wel his vylite pouerte 


t grete indygence. he wolde nat beheuy +#t2oubled 


in hymlelke:but he wolde rather take ther okgrete 
tonſolacyon c gladnes ofſoule Foꝛʒ thou godelo2de 


choſe and doo contynually chele pore and humble 
t ſuche as the woulde dilptteth. to thy buyce c fami 


liarite.as is ſhewed manifeſtly by the apoſtles ſyn 


gulerly choſenofthe whomethou madepzices okal 
the woꝛlde, that nat —— eirguerlacid# 
iu 


Parte. 
lyuinge was without repꝛefe amõg mẽ ſo humbly 
tſimple without deceite a malicethat they fulfred 
gladly foꝛ thy name reßuige # ſcourgiges + greuoꝰ 
peines with deth at thelaſt the which albehoublex 
dilpytful to woꝛdly kolke. wherfozethere ought no 
thige lo glad thy louer # knower of thy bñkytes as 
thy wyltobefulfylled in hims theplelure of thy et 
nal diſpolycion, wherofhe ought to be lo wel 2tẽte 
and pleled asat theozdynaunceofgoditistohym 
aslefeto betheleſtexloweſt as an otheꝛdelyꝛeth to 
behyeſt and moſt reputed and to be content a peled 
with the loweſt place as an other with thehyeſt x 
tobe as gladly abiecte and dilpycable as other doth 
delyꝛe to be hye c aboue other ithe woꝛlde. Foꝛ thy 
loue # wyl gode loꝛde owe toßcel al other thiges d 
moꝛeto plele mã tha al other bñkytes giuen oꝛ tobe 
gyuen to man. ¶ The. xxv.chapt᷑.iiui.thynges 
bagneepele to man. * 

f Durethingesſon therbe that make a man to 
be in gretepele a lyberte of ſoule. yꝛſt is that 
a man {hal ſtudy rather to do and kolowe an other 
mannys wyll than his owne: An other is to chele 
tohauelesoftepal godes oꝛ woꝛſhippes rather tha 
moꝛe.The.iii.is to cheſe euer the lower lete oꝛ place 
ct tobe vnder alway & nat aboue. The fourth is to 
deſyre that he wyl ofgod be holy done in the. ſuche 
a ꝑloneẽtreth the endys of pele c reſt.¶ oꝛde ſaythe 
the deuout ſoule.thy woꝛde foꝛſayde is ſhoꝛte c cõ⸗ 
teyner of gretepfeccis it is lytel and Thoꝛt in pnun/ 
ciacyð c ful in lenceæ vertue. JfJ coude wel kepelt 


; Thethyde 
| Jſholdenatbeſoſonetroubled as amFo2 as oft 
| as Jam greued c dilpleſid. Ifidein me that J go 
ſo okt krom this doctrine butthou godeloꝛdethat al 
map. and alſo loueth wel and pkyte of mänisſoule 
encreaſe thy gracein methat 4 may acopliſſhethy 
wozꝛde vnto my taluacvon. : 
(The. xxvi chapt᷑ a pꝛayer ageyne euyl thoughtes 
I Ozde god J beleke the not to be longe abſent 
from me. but gyue alway hede to me in helpi⸗ 
geme. vaine thoughtes haue rylẽ agayne me with 
many trous that haue troubled me. Howe ſhall 
paſſe vnhurte and howeſhalJ bꝛeke them and el⸗ 
tape but yfthou helpe Thou ſayſteto thy ſeruannt 
Jſhalgo befozethe.+ Jſhalhtible them that ioye 
t truſt in erthly gloꝛye J (hal open tothe / the gatis 
of darknes #JÞ{halſhewethe my lecretis do gode 
loꝛde as thou pmyles dwel in mea chaſe fꝛo me al 
wycked & euyl thoughtes myhopex rekugeliguler 
is to fle to the in euery trybulacion c tocal vpõ the 


thy confolatyon; ¶ The. xx vii. chapter a deuout 
pꝛayer foꝛ theillumynacvon of mãnes mynde. 
'o Thou godeihelu clazyfye me with theclaryte 
of euerlaſtinge lyght c chale fro myn hert al 


maner derkenes. Stablyſſhe the great vagacios of 


my midethat J ſuffer bꝛeke dt deſtroye the vpolent 
teptacios that I am acõbꝛed with fight ſtrogly foꝛ 
me e kere away the euyl beſtes that is to ſay my le⸗ 
cheroꝰ ꝛcupiſſens that J am moued t tẽpt by.that 


pele maꝝ be ĩ meby thy vertue t might. ſo that lau 


with in ward cõ lidẽce to be helped pacietly abydige 


Parte, N 
de may ſoũdeto the in the hal of my ſoule cõmaũde 
the wyndis « tẽpeſtys oftrouble x tẽptacyõ «theſe || 
ful of mõſtres and peryles tocele.#ſay to the noꝛth 
wynde that it blowe nat. And than chal bea grete 
tranqͥlyte.ſende out thy light oftruthethat it may 
ſhynevponerthFo2J am as the erth vayne#bare | 
vnto thou illumyne me Sende out thy grace from 
aboue.anoyntemy here wyth thy graceceleſtyalf, 
ſendein to methe terys ok deuociõ to make moyſt + 
wete my dꝛy ſoulethatit may bꝛige foꝛth gode fru 
tex the frute of gode warkige. NRayle vp my minde 
the which is opß lid with the burdẽ ofſyn a ſuſped 
my deliꝛe holy to heuẽly thiges ſo that thelwetnes 
ok heuenly felicite taſted. I may lothe to thynke of 
erthlythinges. Rauyſſhe me krom the vnſted laſt co 
lolatiõ ofal creatures.ſoꝛ no creat thingemay fully 
ſatel fie min appetite Joyne me godeloꝛde tothe wi 
thethebãde okinſeperable loue.koꝛ thou alone ſuffy 
ſyſt to thy louer. and withoutthe al other thynges 
be vayne and ok no valure. I.” 

¶ The,rxviii.chapf,how a manſhuldeeſcheweta 
inquyzebelily of an othermannesdedys; . 
Oñe taith god to his louer.bethou nat curioꝰ 
to ſeke vanytes oꝛ euyl queſtyons ofother me 
nns conuer laciõ in woꝛde oꝛ dede. Folowethou me 
what ꝑteineth to the this oꝛ that. oꝛ what this mã 
is oꝛthat.oꝛ ellys what this ma doth oꝛ ſayth ande 
whatthat. thou chalnat giue accõpt foꝛ other meis 
dedis but fo2 thin owneleltewherkoꝛ thã dolethou 
wrap theinſuchevaynequeſtyds, J knowe euere 


| Tyhethyꝛde 
man with his cõuercacydõ.⁊ Ile euerp thige vnder 
| theſofieJknoweuerimi what he thiketh willeth 
| ſayetho2doeth.and to what ende he entendeth his 


werke. thou ſhuld therkoꝛe cõmyt al thiges to me 
to my iugement. and to kepe thy ſelfe in gode peale 


late him that wãdꝛeth wãder and dꝛyue as he wyl 
At the laſt chal kal vnto hym that he hath debued ĩ 
woꝛde oꝛ dedefozhemayenat deceyue me. Deſy2e 
thou nat grete fame outward negretefamulyarite 
with folke no pꝛyuateloue of any pſon koꝛ thelethi 
ges gẽdreth diſtraccõs of mãnes ſdule ægret erours 
dt derknes ol mãnes hert. J wolde ſpek to the glad⸗ 


ly my woꝛdes a my coticelesx ſecretys Þ woldelhe 
wethe ykthou wolde diligẽtli ob fue my cõmig ope 
nigethe doꝛeof thy hert to me. be thou puydet and 
wakinge in prayers. humblynge the in al thynges 
¶ The.xxix.chapt᷑. In what thiges ſtandeth very 
peas and pꝛotyte ot man. 
f On Jſaydeones to my diſciples Jleuepeas 
with you c gyue you my peſeJgyueyou my 
peſenat as the wozldedoth that now giueth peſex 


My pele is with hiiblepſons + inocẽt thy peſethal 


my wozdethouſhalthauemoch pele in al thy wer 
kes geue hede what thou doſt ſay oꝛ intendinge al 
wey to pleſe me only. and nothinge without me to 


delyꝛe oʒſeche Alſo be thou nat curyoꝰoꝛ beſy to dil 
terne oꝛ iuge other menys woꝛdes o2 dedes ne mell 


nowetrowbles a warre.alfolke del yꝛe peas but al 
dothe nat leke the very thiges that pertayne to pele 


bein moche pacyens. yk thou wyl here mec kolowe 
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nat okthinges that be nat perteynigeto thexthus | 
doyngethou hal lytel oz ſeldom be troubled neuer 
to ſuffer any heuynes oꝛ pfbacyonofbody oꝛ ſoule: 
logith nat to this lyke. but to the eſtate ol the lyfeto 
tom. where euer quietnes +pcſeis.ſuppolenatther | 
foꝛethat thou haſt foũde veꝛipeſe foꝛthat thou feliſt 
no heuynes ne grauite.ne thinke nat that al is wel 
about the. it thou hauenoaduerſary.neſuffer2tra | 
diccyon.nozreputenat the therfozepfyte.fo2 that al 
thinges be done after thy mynde a delyꝛe.noꝛ thou 
ſhal nat reputetheto be byloued oꝛ too bein the fa; | 


uour oꝛ grace with almighty god ik thou haneany | 


gyftofſwetneso2denocyonFo2a truelouer ot ver 
tue is natknowenin ſuchethinges no2 thep2ofytte 
oꝛperfeccyon of manne ſtondeth nat in ſuchebutin 
that rather that thou offredeft thy ſylfe withe all 
thyn hert vnto the wyll or god. nat lekyng thy go⸗ 
dis oʒ thyne owne wyl to be done in lytel o2mykyl | 
ſoo that thou take euenly wyth thankes pꝛoſperoꝰ 
thynges and adueſytees, weynge al in alyke balaũ 
te.ifthou be lo ſtronge in hope that when thou lac | 
keſt in warde conſolacyon. than thou pꝛepareſt thy 


herte too luffer gretter thynges thannebyfoze.nat 


reputyngethy ſelfe ryghtwyle oꝛ holy: then thou 
walkeſt in thetrue and ryght way of pele. and wy 
thout doubtethen thouſhalt ſe my face in euerlaſti 
ge ioy and ifthou come tothe kulk contempte of thy 
ſelfe then thou ſhalt hauethehabnndaũce or pele ak 


ter thy poſſybilyte as a wayfereremay haue, 


The thyꝛde 
(The. xxx chapter ofthe p̃eemynens ol a fre myn 
de and howepꝛapezs pꝛecellith leſſon. 5 
| Oddethis is the warkeok a perkite man neuer 


to lo de his ſoule from theſpeculacyon oꝛ ofthe 
ſyght of heuenly thinges and to go amonge many 
. beſyneſſes as without all beſynes nat as an vdell 
mãnebutby a pꝛerogatvue of fre mynde nat lyuyn 
geby ĩoꝛdynate affeccõ to any creature I beſeke the 
moſtegode c almighty god pue me fro thebeſines 
bokthis lyke. that I be nat wrapt ouermoche by the 
many foldeneceſſaryes of my bodyethat J be nat 
taught bi luſt otbody deliuer me J beſckethefrs al 
maner ol ipedimẽtis c enemyes to my ſouleto ſaue 
methat Ibe nat caſt dounea bꝛokeby outragious 
heuynes nat by ſuche vanites as the wozldebeſelp 
delyreth. but by fuch myſertes as of the comõ male 
dicciõ of makide doth greue peynfully thybuaũtes 
that they may nat haue liberte ol ſoule to be ioyned 
to the as they wolde. ode loꝛde turne al carnal 2 lo 
laciõ ĩ me ĩto bittnes that ſhold entyſe a dꝛawe me 
by fals ptens of goodnes fro the cõtẽplacvon c loue 
bkeuerlaſtinge thinges Lettemenatbe ouercom ol 


fleſſhly luſte. Let me nat be diſſeyued by the wozlde 
ozbytheſhozte glozvea pompetherok.noꝛtette me 
beſupplated oꝛ be begiled by thecawtels #deceites 


ofthe deuyl. Gyueme J beſekethe ſtrengthto reliſt 


al euyl.paciẽs to ſuffer aduerſitesx ſtablenes of per 
ſeueraũce. Graunteme foꝛ al woꝛldly conſolacions 
thel wete gracyous vnccyon okthe holy gooſt a foꝛ 
all carnallloue. pet into my foule the loue of thyne 


ſuſtayned but toſeche luchethinges in lupfluyte oꝛ 
luche thiges as be moꝛe delectablethã fotable.the 
holy lawefoꝛbedeth it foꝛ ellys thefl 


teche t gouerne meeuer. that J — no We 


del yre ok luche erthely thynges. Couet natteſuche 
thynges as it is vnleful thetoo haue. Moꝛ yet haue 
thou nat indedenoꝛin deſyꝛe that thynge that chal 
lettethe oꝛthy inwardlyliberte okthy ſoule J haut 


nat hym to me with all his herte togyther withal? 


| Parte 
holy name. Mete 4dzynkeandclothes other nerel 
ſaryes tothe bodye. be peynful c oneroꝰto a feruẽt 
ſpirite graunte me gode loꝛdeto vſeſuchebodely cõ 


foztes tẽꝑatly.ſo that I be nat wrapped in outra⸗ 
gyo? deſire of ſuche thiges. to foꝛſake alſuchebode 
ly neceſcytes Þ may nat lefully.foꝛ nature muſtbe 


edfmanne 
ſhulde rebel ayenſt the ſoule.amõge al ſuchethiges 
gode loꝛde Ibeſekethe that thy hãde ol grace may 


ges in luꝑkluyte. 
¶ The. xxxi.chapt᷑the loue of PAS thiges #ofm3 


nys lelfeletteth theperfite goodnes of mãnis koule. 


Oñe ykthou wyltpoſſeſſegod almyghtyetoo 
del ithy ſoule: thou muſt elchewe c fozſake 


al thy wyl foꝛ him. ſo that only thougyuethy wyl 


holy vnto his wyl Fo: the pꝛopyr loue okthyſelle is 
moꝛe diſauaũtageto thethan any erthly thynge at 
ter thyn affeccyd a loue thou ẽclyneſt to euery thige 


moge oꝛ leſſe yfthy loue bepureſymple and well oz 


deredthou ſhalte not be ouercomen by inoꝛdynate 


meruayleſeythe god to his louer that man gyrieth 


ſlablenes: he may welchaſigehisplace:butheſhal 
nat de auaũtaged in ſoule.Foꝛ whider ſo euer a mã 
| Heythheſhal fyndeſucheoccaſyon as he fleyth. 


/ ĩ 
other thiges that he hath oꝛ delyꝛeth to haue why 
art thou katigate wyth luperkluous belſynes oꝛ de- 
ſyꝛe. why is man waſted by vayne heuynes. Lette 
hym ſtonde to my pleaſour and wylf: and than he 
' ſhalfelenoheuynesneharme.ifthou ſechethis thi⸗ 
ge oꝛthat / oꝛ tobe here oꝛ there foꝛthy ꝓfyte oꝛ tom 
mod pte thou ſhalt neuer be quyte ne łre from beſy 


nes of mynde. Foꝛ in euery thyngebelyde me is ſlo⸗ 


me vekaut okgodenes:and no placeis voyde of alle 
aduerſyte,wherfozeſyth tranlytoꝛy and woꝛldlye 
thynges / rycheſſes oꝛ wozthyppes multiplyedi de⸗ 


de oz in deſyꝛe:dothe nathelpe mannes loulebut ra 


ther the contempte and hate of uche thinges pꝛoly 
| tethintheacceptacis anenſt god; Foz alſucheſhalk 
pale wyth the woꝛlde. The placethat a man dely⸗ 
eth chal lytel helpe hym: ik theſpyꝛpteokcharpte k 
grate be nat with hym:#luchepeas as man leketh 
without fozthe l hall nat longe ſtonde ifit lacke the 
bery toundament ok ſtabyines that is to lay it man 
ſtõde nat in god almyghty whych is grounde ok al 


T. xxxii.chapter.an oꝛylon foꝛ the pourgyng e of 
mannes ſoule and foꝛ grace. 

t Onkerme megodelozdebythy grace make 
melad in vertueinwardly in ſoule Make my 
hert voide okal vnpꝛokitablebelynes:and nat tobe 
dnꝛawen oꝛ led by the vnſtable delyzeokanythynge 
what euer it be vyle oꝛpᷣcioꝰ:but to cre vealthiges 

( 


togeder with myſelfeas tranſitoꝛy. No thing vnd 


Parte 


the ſon is ſtable xpmanet but al is vanyte c aftlyc⸗ 
tyon to mannes ſoule. owe wyleis he that ſo vn⸗ 
derſtondeth and perceyueth. Graũt me goodelo2de 
heuenly wyledom that J may lerne toſeche and to 
kyndethe aboue al other thyngeto ꝛcepue c louethe 
aboue al thiges: ⁊ to vnderſtonde al other thinges 
as they be atter the ozderofthy wyledom gyue me 
grace to bere pꝛubẽtiy the ꝓſperlte æ pleaſour of the 
woꝛlde t pacictly toſuffer aduer lyte:toꝛ it is great 
wyl dom nat to bemoued with any blaſt of winde 
ne to entende to any flateringe tale. ¶ The. xxxiii. 
chapthowa man ſhuldebehaue hi agaiſt detraccid 
On lapthe oure loꝛde to his louer:thou halte 
nat be heuy ifa man ſay vłoꝛ haue an vl opy⸗ 
nyon okthethat thou wolde nat gladlye here. Foꝛ 
thou ought toiugethy lelfe to be woꝛſer mote vyle 
ofcondicion than other people be Ilthou gad thy 
ſelfe lo ĩwardly thouſhalt nat gretly pond kleynge 
Woꝛdes. it is nat alytel argument pꝛudẽs oz wyldõ 
à man to kepe ſcylens in tyme ot yk laide oꝛ done to 
hym x to 2uerthym ſelfiwardly to god a nat tobe. 
inquyete ot mannes iugemẽt. Let nat thy peale bei 
mãnes woꝛd. wheder chey lay wel of the oꝛ yl thou 
art one ⁊ nat chaunged by theyꝛe woꝛdes. whereis 
trewepeale a true gloꝛy but in god. he that delireth 
neytherto pleale men noꝛ dꝛedethe nat to dyſpleaſſe 
them: helhal fynally haue great peaſe: Foꝛ o ĩoꝛdy 
natlouex vayned2edecometh alingetnes ok hert 
diſtruceion offoule,  — 3 


Chethywe 
C The. xrxiiit.chapt᷑. God alinyghty is to be ĩwar⸗ 
= called and blyſſedin tymeoftribulacyon, 
t Dyholy name goode loꝛde be alwaye blyſſed 
that haſt wylled this trouble o2 temptacyvõ to 
fal vpon me. I may nat kle ne eſchewe it: but J ha⸗ 
ue nedeto fle to thy goodenes foꝛ helpe and ſocoure 
that thou may turneit to my well. Goode loꝛde 4 
am nowein trouble and it acoꝛdeth nat to welle to 
my hert. Foꝛ J am greatly vexed ot this plent pal⸗ 
ſpon. what ſhal J ay that am tached th? wyth tri 
bulactons, Sauemegodelozdein this howre J co 
metothein this houre oftrouble that thy godenes 
may beknowen whan J n by the: 
of my great humpllaciõ a trouble that Jamipleſe 
it thy godenes loꝛdegod to delyuer me therof. foꝛ F 
knowenat what may do to my diſcharge c welk 
whyther IJ may go wythout the. Graũt mepatiẽs 
gode loꝛde: alſo nowe helpe me gode lozdex I hal 
nat dꝛede whateuer fal to me. what hal Fiſay i alk 
mp aduertitees:but thatthy wil be donei me. Jha 
ue wel defued to betroubled and vered wheꝛfoꝛe 
muſt ſuffer a wolde god J myght ſo do with paciẽ 
te tylthe tẽpeſtbe paſt:a better foꝛtune folowe. god 
almyghtythou may take kro methis teptacis : if it 
bethy plealour:that I be nat ouercome therof; as 
thou haſt oft done. Foꝛ the moꝛe hardeit lemeth to 
meto butter ſuche temptacion:the moꝛe nere is thy 
right honde to chaũgeit. ¶ The. xxxv.chapt howe 
man ſhulde aſkethehelpeofgod truſtinge in hym 
to recouer grace loſte. by deuout pꝛaper. 
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Parte 
C OnſaythourtowdetohislouerJ am thyloz/ 
degod:thatdoconfoztemyleruauntesitn the 
day of irvble. Coins therfozetome whanitis nat 
wel wyth the. it dothelettethetohaueconſolacyon 
from aboue:that thouſlowly falleſt to pꝛayer fo2 a 
remedye. Foꝛ befozethoupzaieſt to me deuoutly fo 
helpe and conſolacyon. thou ſekeſte many in warde 
conſolacyons foꝛ thy rekreſſhynge whyche al auay 
leth the lytel vnto thou conceyueinwardly that 
alonly delyuer aud helpe in nede them that truſt in 
me. c without me thereis no valable oz p2ofytable 
tounſeineremedyedurableand abydinge. but reſu 
methy ſpyꝛyt a be recõtoꝛted ĩ thelyght ofmy mer 
cyes. Foꝛ I am nere ⁊ redy to repare al thiges that 
be ruynous:nat onely tothe ſtate that they were ol 
befoꝛe:but alſoto they2 perfecciõ. o thige is tome 
harde oz ĩpollyble: I am nat lyke to the that ſayſte 
moꝛethan thou doſte idede.fozmy woꝛde r dedeis 
al one: where is thy faith: ſtõde kermely a pleuerit 
lyithy fayth c my buyte. Be ſtrõgly abidinge i me 
and thou ch alt haueconfoꝛt in tymeeuentet.abyde 
mea I chal come lone and hele the it is alytel tẽpta 
cyon that dothe verethe a a vaynedꝛedethat dothe 
ere the. why art thou bely obout thynges oꝛ chaũ⸗ 
tes nat yet beynge but foꝛ tocome:the whyche en⸗ 
creleth thy heuines. it is ſufficiet to the / day his wyc 
kednes:it is but vanyte oꝛ vdelnes to be troubled oꝛ 
to beglad at the auenture otthinges to come which 
pauenture chal neuer fal. Butmanys cddycyon is 


to bediſceyuedby ſuch ymagin acids. it is a token 


Thethywde 
of an vnſtable ſoule:that is ſo ſoneled froo gode by 
luggeſtid ot the enemy foꝛ hepondeth nat whed he 
deceyue by true ſuggeſtivs oꝛ fals: whed he thꝛowe 
downe by the blynde loue okthiges p lent oꝛ by dꝛe⸗ 
de ofthiges foꝛ to come. Be thou nat aterde ne tron 
bled ĩ ſoule Cruſt in my mercy whan thou troweſt 
to be farkro me. I am oft moꝛe nere the. whã chou 
wenyſt to be holly loſt:thanthou moſtedeſezucft{re 
warde. al this is nat loſt whã thou feleſt 2trariouſ 
nes in thy minde Thou ſhuldenatiuge atter thy le 
ſual felinge ne take eueryveracõn hopinge neuer to 
eſcape it. Kepute the nat al foꝛlake whan Jlede the 
any tribulacio:to2 by ſuch trybulacion it is come to 
the kyngdom of heuen: it is moꝛe expediẽt to the: x 
to my other ſeruaũtes fo2 to be ꝓued in aduerlitees 
than to haue ech thynge after they2 wyl. Jknowe 
the hyd thoughtes ok ma It is expedict to thy helth 
#ſaluatis to be lefte ſomtymeto thy ſelfewythout _ 
goſtly ſauer:that thou benatinflatebypydexlyft 
vp aboue thy ſelfe:thinkig the tobe better thã thou 
art in dede: I may take away whã my lyſt that 
gyueto any mant: c reſtoʒeit tothem whan J wyll 
wha J gyue any gykt oꝛ graceto any pꝑlõ it is myn 
that I gyue:a whan J wythdzawe it Jtakebut 
myn owne. Foꝛ al godes ⁊ euery perkite gift ismo n 
if;J ſende the any trouble bodely oz goſtly dildeine 
nat therot:nelet nat thyn hert fal therby intogrete 
heuynes. Foz I may ſonelyftthe vp againe achaũ 
ge thy heuynes itoioy. Meuertheles J amrightwy 
ſed moch to be recõmẽded — — 
. FP: iii 


Parte. . 
ſuch aduerlite oꝛ ſcouzges:if thou wilvndſtad thor 
dught neuer to beheuy foꝛ the aduerſites that A ſed 
the: but rather to thanke me: to repute it aſiguler 
toy that I ſpare the nat in ſuche peynful aſtliecyõs 
that I lende the. Foꝛ Iſayde to my diſciples / J lo 
ue pou as my faderdyd me: though I ende vou ito 
the woꝛlde nat to haue ioyes ofthe woꝛld but gret 
batayles:natto haue woaldly honoures but deſpy 
tes:nat to be idel but to labour:nat to haue reſt but 
to gad moch frute okſaued people: into the beꝛne oꝛ 
church ofgod:lyke as N was ſent to alſo. Haue mi⸗ 
deſon oftheſe woꝛdes. ¶ The. xxx vii. chapt. How 
al creates chulde be ſet alide that wemay fidegod: 

| O2degodſaith a deuout ſoule to our loꝛde F 
haue nedeto haue moze gracethan J haue pet 
ff Jſhuldecome thyder where no man ne creature 
ſhal let me. Foꝛ as longe as any creature reteyneth 
me by lokynge okthy loue J may nat fleto the frely 
He deſpꝛed to fle krely that ſaide thele woꝛdes who 
ſhal gyue me wiges as a doue that J may kle & reſt 
wherepfyte reſt is. what thinge is moꝛe quiete and 
reſtfull than is a lymple tye. And who fleyth moꝛe 
frely ito theknowlege and loue ol god: thi hethat 
deſyꝛetheno thyngehere in erthe. He therkoꝛe that 
wyl ſtande in eteyacion ofmynde: Flobeholdethe 
gode loꝛde maker ok al thige he muſt ouerpas euery 
creature c foꝛſake hym ſelke with other ꝛliderig his 
loꝛdeto hanenothinge lyke hym:but that heßcel al 
creatures in thy loue. And but ika manbefre alow 
ſed frominoꝛdinateloue otal creatures he max nat 


_  Thethywe ' | 
frely lykt hym vp bycoteplacio «lotie okheuẽly thi: 
ges:therfo2 fewe folke be foũdecontemplatpue: foz 
fewebe foilde/thatfullyeſequeſtratethem ſelfefro 
erthly thinges / that bebuttraſitozy.toeteplacis is 
great grace reqͥred:. Foꝛ by grace a man muſt i the 
dede oktontẽplaciõ be lyſt aboue hym ſelfe. ct but it 
hebelyft vp in in ſpiryte aboue al creatures erthlye 
t be holly vnyte to god almyghtyꝛ what lo euer he 
can 92 hath of öᷣtueis but oklytel pꝛice afoꝛe god:he 
ſhal longe belytel in vertue: c lye lõge in erthe that 
reputith oꝛ pꝛayſeth anythynge but onely eternall 
godes whiche he had of god almyghtye. and what 
ſo euer thinge is nat god almyghty oꝛ tohym refer 
red is nought / x tobe acoũted foꝛ nought. Great dif 
ferens is bitwene the wyldom ofa deuout and illu 
myned perlõ okgod: and the cũning oka lettred cler 
keoꝛa ſtudent. Foꝛ that doctryne is moꝛe worthy a 
betf that cometh by the inkluẽteol god than it that 
cometh by the labour of mannys wyt. many deltre 

tocome to ⁊tẽplaciõ but ewe ſtudy fo: ſuchethiges 

as bereaͤred thertoĩ exercyle.æ a greate ĩpedyment 

Athertois that weſtonde i lignes a in ſẽliblethinges 
#labout nat to moꝛtykye vskro them ne to deſpyſe 
theyme pfytely bekoꝛe as we hulde do. Howeis it 
and wyith what ſpyꝛyt be weled: Iwot nat that 
be repuputed ſpũal ꝑſons:a yet we labour moꝛe a⸗ 
bout vple c tranlitoꝛy thinges:than about ſpũal a 
bout the whyche ſcarſty at any tyme welabour oz 
thinkeiwardly with ſuſpẽling okour outwardelẽ 
lis ſothat we wey nat our waꝛkes ſtraitly oz euẽty 


Parte 
as we oweto do, Foꝛ wherupon our atfeccvon re⸗ 
ſteth we do nat attende / ne welament nat our vyle 
and vnclene dedis and therupõ foloweth that wha 
our in warde affection is coꝛrupte / that the dede fo- - 
lowynge c ꝓcedynge therolis neceſlaryly coꝛrupte 
Foz of a clene hert cometh gode dedis and vertuous 
liuynge,Euery man lecheth the dede ol what ande 
howe moche he may do oz doth. But howvertuo? 
à manisit⸗ that is nat ſo dyligentlye ſoughte. Foꝛ 
à ryche man / o a ſtronge man / foꝛ a gode laboꝛer: a 
gode wryter / a goode linger / a fayꝛe man oꝛ womã 
92 koꝛ an able perſone euery man dyligently leketh 
But howe mekein loule luche a perlonis / howe pa 
cientihowe deuout / oz wel dyſpoled inwardlyheis 
no queſtiõ is made. Mature ſheweth the outwarde 
godes ok man but grace toꝛneth it lelfeto theiward 
vertues of man. Mature withgyltes natural is oft 
diſceyued. but the louletruſteth i god that hebe nat 


diſceyued: ¶ The. xxx vii. chapter howmandhul 


de foꝛſake hym elfe and al couetyſe. 


Ondapth our loꝛde thou may nat haue pkyte 


lyberte:but it᷑ thou vtterly koꝛſake thy ſelfe: al 
pꝛopꝛietaries and louers of them ſeltbe ketered and 


that leke alway riches honours c delectable thiges 
ct nat ſuche as pꝑteyne to ieſu cryiſte Suche folke olt 
feyne d cõpounde luchethinges as be nat ſtablebut 
faylingefo2 al thinge ſhal periſſhe that is natbegon 
ct cauled ol god. Holde welthis choꝛt woꝛde. Foꝛla 
ke al thynges foꝛ god and thouſhaltfinde al thiges 


nat kre:as touetous folke / curious and vainglozio? || 


' Thethy2de \ ff 
foxſakecouetyſe#thouſhaltfindereſk,dygeſt this 1 
thinge in thy mynde belylyr thou ſhalt vnderſtãd 
al thynges. Loꝛde this is nat one daye werke noꝛ a 
light thinge to attayne. Foꝛ al perfeccyõ of relygyõ 
is compꝛyled therin Son thou ſhoulde nat ſonebe 
auerted ne caſt doũe by diſpaizewhẽ thou heriſt the 
wayes ol perfyt folke. but rather to bepꝛouoked to 
hyer thynges. at the leſte to infoꝛce the by deuout 
deſizetothem'J wolde thou com there to that thon | 
loued nat carnally thyſelfe,butthat thou wolde fo | 
lowe my coãlel in al thynges thã thou ſhould be as + 
| Jſaydeand althy lyke ſhidebeled with io vd pele 
thou haſt yet many thynges to be foꝛ lake r left the 
which but yfthou holy leue and relyne to me:thou 
ſhalt nat attayne that thou delyꝛeſt Jcounceylthe 
to by ok me brent golde. that is to ſay heuenly wyl⸗ 
dom the which dyſpiſeth alerthlithigesthat thou 
mau be very ryche. Lay thou alyde al erthly wyl⸗ 
| dom#alinozdynatepleſureofthy felfozany other 
thou ſhalt haue heuẽly wildõ therfoꝛe. the which 
wyldom though it be reputed lytyl woꝛth in erthe 
| .oferthly folke:pet it is a þcyo? margarete hydde 
| fromany«cretly delyꝛed of many. 
¶ Th e. xxxviit chapter ofthevnſtablenesof th cher 
te ot man and howe man cholde finally lift vp and 
oder his hert and myndeto god. &@&, 
Onſlapth our loꝛde truſt nat to moche to thin 
owne wyt and afteccyon the whiche is nowe 
here nowe there ſone chaũged from onethige to an 


other Fo as lõge as thou ſpuelt thou ſhaltbechali 
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thou art l 


byeraumpleofthe Jewysthewhychcam in tobe 
tanie to marcha at mary e not koꝛ Ihon only butte | 
loꝛ to ſe laʒ ar. wherfoꝛe the eye of mãnys intencion 


Parte 
able & lublect to mutabily te ageynſt thy _—_ ow 
chalt thou be glad now heuy. owe wel plelyd xc 
tent a ſonediſcontẽt nowe deuout #ſoneindenont 
nowebeſy in mide x werkex#noweſleuthful nowe 
yght a mery #lonealfſad+troubled but 
a wyſe mã and wel taught in ſouleftandeth ſtably 
in al ſuche mutacyons.nat attendynge what he i 
lith in him ſelle.oꝛ of what partiethe wyndeofthy | 
ſtablens bloweth: but rather that all the intente ok 
his ſoule e mynde may come t pfyt tothedewex 
beſt ende. and on this wyle may a man alwaye on 
abyde holy as longe as the ſimple entẽt ofhisſoule 
amõge al ſuche variaciõs is nat vndered but direct 
to * The moꝛe pure a dene the intẽciõ 
of mãnes ſoule is themozeſtedfaftly he goth amõg 
ſuch ſloꝛmes and troubles. But in many thynges 
ts the pure tye ok mänes ſoule madedarke. A mine 
lyghtely beholdeth a delectble obiect that is pſentid 
too hym ande anonethe ſoule is infecteby Dnlekal 
deſyꝛe. Foz ſeldom ſucheꝑlons be al fre and vnkette 
ofthe venomeoktheyꝛe otvneſechynge As we rede 


is tobe clenſed ſothat it be rigyt wis a aboue all va 
ryant meanys derecte to me. 


¶ The. xxxix.god almyghty ſauozeth to hislou er 
1 70 Rn vyhol : a 
b pyholdemy Loꝛde god a byholde alk t nges 
what thynge may J mozegracyouly abetk 


Thethy2de 

to my beatitude delize. O thou ſauterix\Wwet wode - 
to thy louers my loꝛde god a al thynges J ſapenat 
that he is thewoꝛld ne the traũſitoꝛy goodes ofthe 
wonꝛlde whicheis nat to be louyd:but god in all thi 
gethewhiche woꝛde often repeted gyuetheegrate 
gladnes to the louer of god. whan thou art pꝛeſent 
gode loꝛde al thynges beplelant to ma. and ikthou 
aͤblent thekrom hym. thynges be tedyous to hym. 
| Thou gode loꝛde alone makeſt a peaſpble hert and 

allo a greate gladnelle & ſolẽpne loyfulnes ĩmãnys 
| foule, Thou makeffaman fele wele ok alk thynges 
eto loue thein al thinge. a withoute thy goodneſle 

no thynge may longe pleale man: but ikany thyng 

ſhalbe thankkulk + well ſauozy to man / thy grace 
muſt be pꝛeſent c wildom. if thou goodlo2dlauouz 
plelantiy to any man. what thynge ſhal nat be dy⸗ 
leoectable to hym / æ it thy goodnes lauour nat to mã 
what may beioyful to hym. Sothely noo thynge. 


But woꝛldly wykemen kawtethe in thy wyldome 
goode loꝛde. and they lyke wyſe that lauouzeth e 
| fleſſhly deſy2es, Foꝛ in ſuche wildom and noughty 

wapes be many vanytees and ſptritual dethefolo- 
wethe. and they that folowe the gode loꝛde by con⸗ 

tempt of the woꝛlde a by moꝛtifiynge oktheir body 
dn bodely luſtis beknowen to be very wyle fo: they 
| betranſfourmed fro vanyte to trouth: and fro car⸗ 
nalyte to ſpiritualte. To ſutheplones dothealmy- 
ghty god ſwetely lauour. and what lo euer godde 
neſſe oz delectacõn they kynde j any creature they re 
kerre al to the laude e pꝛaylinge ot the creatureoł al 


V%, 
Grete differente à diſſymilytude is betwyrt the ſa⸗ 
uour a ſwetnes ot / almighty god the maker ofal x 
the ſauoure of the thige that is made okhym asis 
alſo bytwyrteternite and tyme and bytwyxtlight 
in create a᷑ light illumĩed ol god. O thou light ernal 
pcellynge e traũſcẽ dinge al lightes create perſethe 

inwarde partes ofmyn hert with thy ioyful chinig 
purykye glad. clarytye and quiken myſptrire with 
his powers to endlyne æ be ioyned to the from vn x 
kytable exceſſes. O whan ſhalthat bleſſydhoureco 
me moſt to be delyred wha Jſhalbeſaciat #reple- 
niſſhed with thy blyl ful plẽce. that thou may beto 
me al in al oꝛ al pleſures poſſyble to vedeſyred, Foz 
as longe as that gyt is nat giuen to me. my ful ioy 
thal nat be, yet is myn olde mi that is to ſay my bo 
dylpuige in me by his venomo?2ecupilcencenot ful 
ly trutykyed oz moꝛtyfyed in me as pet my body co 
uetyth ſtrõgly a gaynſt my ſoule it mdueth inwar⸗ 
de batailes and ſuftereth nat the reygne ykmy loule 
to beĩ reſt but thou gode loꝛd that haſt dñacydõ vp õ 
theſee. c doſte myttigate his mouiges c flowinges 
aryle⁊ help me quẽche e deſtroye thes outragoꝰ'me | 
uiges ok my fleſſhe wherwith J am loꝛe troubled | 
deſtroy thẽ ĩ thy tue e myght. chewe J beleke the 
thy pouere declare the right hãd vpdõ mefo2 Jhaue 
no other hope butthe that art my loꝛdec ſaupoure 
¶ The. xl. chapter howe no man may belure from 
temptacyon whyles helyueth here; . 


£ Onſaith ourlozdegod tohislonerthouſhalt 
neuer beſyker oz (urerithyslyte,butaslonge 


tom vnto thecrowe and rewarde okblellpd ſoules, 


The thyꝛde 
as thou chaltlyue here. ſpũal armour ſhalbeneceſ- 
 ſaryetothethou art cõuerſañt amogethy enemies 
Eon euery lydethou art trouled c vexed.#therfoze 
pyfthou vle nat on euery hãde thechelde of pacyẽte. 
thou ſhal nat belõögevnwoũded moꝛe ouer yfthou 
put nat thy herte ſtablein me and to ſuffer wythe 
gode and deuout wylle al maner okthynges foꝛ the 
leue ofme thoumayſte nat ſuffer this ardoure noz 


thou muſt therfoꝛe palſe manly ouer al ſuche thyn⸗ 
ges and vſea mighty hãde ageinſt thiges contra⸗ 


ytothe.Foꝛ to a cõquerour is pmyſed #graiited 


in rewarde angels foder to a ſleuthful c an idel mã 


is oꝛdeyned grete mylerye Ifthou leke here reſt ho 
we lhal thou com to euerlaſtige reſt and d etacyd in 
heuẽ Syue the nat heꝛeĩ the woꝛlde to gret ret. but 
rather to gretepacyẽte ageynſt aduerſites2tynual 
ly inlſuinge Seke nat therkoꝛetruepele herein erth 
hutin heuen whereit is. nat in man noꝛ in othercre 


æàtures but i god alone. Thou ought foztheloneof 


god [uffergladly al laboures atoꝛowes teptacyss 
_ © Evexacybs aduerſytescneceſſytes. infirmytes dt in 
turpe obloqͥ es & repues / al tokens ofmekenesxcon 
fulyons.coꝛreccyonsꝭ deſpytes.theſe thinges help 
to purches vᷣtues theſethiges ꝓueth the knyght of 
cryſte t maketh hym woꝛthy theceleſtyal crowne 
Ichat ſayth our loꝛde god peldeto my buauntthat 
kuethe mein luche wyſe as is ſpoken euerlaſtynge 
| rewardefo;alytel«Cho:tlabour.xglozye infyny- 
te toz alytelcontulys,trowilt th _ ayth our loꝛde 


Parte: 

to his ſuaũt that thou thalt haue alway ſpũal con. 
ſolaciõs at thy wyl. My laites had nat ſuch 2 lola? 
tions ⁊tnual:but many dpuers teptacyons c grete 
plecucios:but wyth paciens they ouercam al ſoche 
troubles:truſtinge moꝛe in methan in them elke in 
luch peynes:knowyngewyththe Apoſtlethat the 
peines ofthis pᷣſent lyfebe nat worthy to debue the 
gloꝛy otheuẽ.woldethou hauethat anon that ma⸗ 
ny atoꝛehaueſkarkly opteyned aftermany wepyn 
geterys c great labour. Abydepacietly the gracioꝰ 
comynge ot our loꝛde:labour maly this vyneyarde 
the werkes ok rightwilnes: put thy 2fo:t ĩgod myf | 
truſt hym nat: but ſtonde ſtrõgly in kayth c go nat 
kro his buyſethat he hath called the to c expoũethy 
body c ſouleſtably and ſtrõgiy foz theloue of god: 
and Ichal be with thei al thy troubles a ſhal tully 
rewarde al that ſuftre a do foꝛ me. ¶ The. xli.cha⸗ 
pter:agaynſt the vayne iugementes of menz 

f Onlayth ourloꝛdeto his louer caſt thy hert + 

loue vpon thy loꝛde god ſtedfaſtlye and dꝛede 
nat what man iugeth in the: where thy confcyence 
veldethe thedeuout d inocent.it is godexblellyd to - 
luffer a to be heuy.toan hũbleꝑſone that truſtethe 
moꝛein god than in hym leile. Many folke lay ma 
ny thynges:d therkoꝛe lytel feith is to begyuen but 
toſatiſfte almenit is ĩipoſſpble. And thoughe ſaynt 
Powletheapoſtyl laboured to pleaſe al kolke i god: 
makige hym ſelke mete a apteto al mẽnys cõ diciõs 
fo: theyꝛ ſaluaciõ c lucre:vethe ſet litel by mẽnes iu 
gemet;thatistoſay menys diſcomedacid oꝛcõmẽ⸗ 


The thywe 
He dyd labour dpligentlye foꝛ 
other mennes edykitacion c ſaluacion. but he fuffe- 
red other men to iugeo2deſpylehymthe coude nat 
let. And therfoꝛe he cõmytted hym ſelfe al his la⸗ 
bours to god alinyghty that knoweth al thynge c 
what is beſt koꝛ mã. x he defended hymſelfeby pa⸗ 
cience and humplite agaynſt al his aduerſariesxle 
ſynge makers He an wered ſõtyme by woꝛde and 
writige againſt his dettactours that he chulde nat 
bellaunder to other. what art thou that dꝛedeſte a 
moꝛtal man which is to day ct the moꝛowe apereth 
nat. dꝛede god a thou ſhal nat dꝛede mãnes krours 

whan map any man Wotkeitheby woꝛdes oz üu⸗ 
ries:hechal rather noy him ſelfethanthe. ne helhal 
nat eſchewethetugementes ol god. who euer hebe 
haue thou god alway befoze the ſtryuenat again 
ſuch cöpleynĩge woꝛdesꝛandthough thou ſemefoꝛ 
thetyme ouerthꝛowen and ſufter 2 tulid 2trary to 
thy deleruiges dildayn nattherwith iyſt thou my⸗ 
niſſhethecrowneofglozy by ipaciẽs. but rather be⸗ 
holde methat may delyuer euery man fro 2fuſyon 
t iniurye c rewarde euery man alt his meritis and 
trauayles. ¶ The. xlii. chapter i᷑man wyl opteyne 
fredom ok hert he muſt holy ſoꝛlake hym ſelfe. 

0 Urloꝛde god ſaytheto his buaũt: ſon fo:ſake 

t hyſelfe:and thou ſhalt funde me:ſtãde thou 

without the electyõ of thy fre wyl / r without al - 

pꝛyete c thou ſchalł alway wyn:fo2 if thou leue thy 

elke vtterly. without relüpclõ of theſame moꝛeabũ 

daũce ol grace than thou ane” begyuentothe 
it 


dacyon anenſthym 


Parte. 3 
Loꝛdeſayth the diſcyple to his loꝛde god. How oft 


_ Ein whatthiges chal J foꝛſake my ſelfe. J ſaye to 
the ſon thatthou ſchalt euery hour and in euery thi⸗ 


ge gret a mal foꝛſake make thy ſelfe naked. elles 
Howe may thou be myne c I thyne. but if thou foꝛ 
ſakethy pꝛoper wyl ial thinges within c without 
The loner thou ſo do the better it ſhallbe wyth the 
the moꝛe kully thou foꝛlakeſt thy ſelfe with al other 

thynges:the better thou ſhalt pleaſe me the moꝛe 
thouſhalt wyn. Some religious folke wyth other 
foꝛſake them lelte nat fully. but with ſome exceptis 
ſuche truſt nat to god almyghty c therfoꝛe they en- 
deuer them to puyde foꝛ them lelke iſome thinges 
ſome other at the fyꝛſt:dothe offer them lelfe and al 
theyꝛes to god. but at a tẽptacion ſone after aryſige 
they retoꝛne to they2 owne wylthe which they had 
foꝛlake:and therfoze they pfytenatin vertue:ſuch 


pfones ſhal nat come tovery dlẽnes ofhert ne tothe 


grate of my ioyfulfamylyaryte: butifthey make a 
hole relignacion & a daily oblaciõ ot thẽ ſylfe and al 
theyꝛes fyꝛſte: without wh yche the vnvõ that lon? 
geth to my fruycio may nat behad. J haue ſaid oft 


to the foꝛlake thy kelfe c rel yne the pkitely andthou 
halt enioy in warde peas. Gyue al foꝛ al aſke ne ſe⸗ 


ke no thinge agayne oͤkthem that thou haſt fozſake 

foz me:but ſtonde holly c ſermely in me nat doutin 
ge any thige: thou ſhalt haue me:thou ſhalbe frei 
loule:derkenes ſhal nat poſſeſſe the ne any ſpiryt of 
derknes ſhal haue power of the. Indeuourethe to 


this/pzay a ſtudy with althy deſzethat thou mar 


- 


2 Che thyꝛde 
be delyuered kro al maner ol ꝓpte e with nakidnes 
ofal ambicon a poſleſſyon folowe naked ieſu cryſt 
| thyſauyour/3 that thou dye to thy ſelf+the woꝛld 
Fkllyue to meetnally. Than al veyne fantalies wyc⸗ 
ked troubles c ſupłluoꝰ beſynes ſhal faile.Alſo thã 
fhal al imoderatedredeand loue ĩoꝛdynate dye. 


¶ The xliiichapt HowemanCſhuldegouernehym 


i outeward thynges # renne to god foꝛ helpe and ſo 
tour in parels and daungers. 
[ Pn laith our loꝛd to his louer:thou oweſt wp 
th al diligens gyue hede that ĩ eueꝛ y occupacts 
dei outward dede thou be fre withifo:th in thy ſoule 

hauynge power ok thy tell: lo that al thinges be vn 
derthe.⁊ thou nat vnd the: that thou be loꝛde e led 


bkthy werkys @nat buaũt. but as a true hebꝛew oz 
ttyſten mã goyngeito the ſoꝛt c liberte ot childꝛẽ of 
god the which ſtonde vpon the plent thinges ofthe 
woꝛlde a beholde the eternal godes olheuẽ. the whi 
che alſo behold the tranſytoꝛy thinges ofthe woꝛld 
with ther lift iye heuenly thinges with ther right 
ſpe.ſuche folke be nat drawen by woꝛldly godes to 
| * fozdynatelone of the, but rather they draweluche 
tepozal godes as god ſendeth the dc oꝛder the to go⸗ 
dededys like as god almyghty thehye artificerha- 
th oꝛdeyned thẽ chat left no thingevnoꝛdꝛed i al the 
woꝛld ˖ alſo it thou ĩ euery auẽture oꝛ chaũceſtonde 
nat ĩthoutward appaũce that is to lay iłthou ſtan 
denat to the iugemẽt otthy bodily ive oz ere:but a⸗ 


|  noneas thou pceyueſt ſuch thiges. it thou ent with 
movyles ito the table of thy loule 95 — pꝛaper 
te 


— — — 


lent & foꝛ to come. 
the tabernacle of god foꝛ doubtis c qᷓſtyons to be aſ 


| to coficel our loꝛd dontheltherrlautymethe [Wwe 
te anlwer ofgov almyghty:and thouchalt returne 
. ageynetothy ſelfiſtructeofmany thynges both þ- 


Moyles euerhaddearecoursto 


ſoyled X hefledto theſublydie ofp2ayer fo2 perels c 
the vnꝛelonable vyolencis and ſautisof men tobe 
kled. ſo thou ſhuldeſtfteinto theſecret tabernacle of 
thy loule ĩ ſuche doutis oꝛ pels therecallyngeon the 
help of god by deuoute pꝛayer. we rede that Jolue 
with the children ofilrael was deceyued ofthe Ga- 
baonytis bicaulſe they gauelight credẽs to ther lwe 
te woꝛdes a did nat coũcel with our loꝛde by oꝛacle 


ds they thuld haue done bekoꝛe they had graunted 


thẽ any thynge. ¶ Thexliitic, A man chuld nat be 
kmpoztunet in his weyes o2nedys,, 

On laith our loꝛde to his louer: Cömytte thy 
dauleto mealwey / a hal wel diſpoſe foꝛ the 
whannetymebeh ouable hall be; abyde myn oꝛ⸗ 
dynaũce a thou lhalt fynde ꝓtytetherby. My loꝛd 
god ſaith he. gladly cũmytte to thy goodnes my 
lelf c al my deſy2es + necellitees:Fo2my ꝓuydence 
maylitel auaile. I beleke thethat Icleue nat moch 
to auẽtures heratt enſuynge. butthat,Jmaylhozt 
ly ial ſuch offer my ſelf to thy pleſure. Son laythe 
god. mã often plecuteth the thinge that he delireth 
# whan hecometh therto. he begynneth other wiſe 
to fele therin: foꝛ mãnys affeccons c deſy2es aboute 
onethinge be nat durable r abidynge. but now vp 


on this thngelette, and nowe vpon that. The verr 


ed CGG SS. 
 pfiteofmanis to foꝛſake hym lelte a to cõmyttehi 
Folp to god. Foꝛ ſuche a man is very fre and lyker. 
But our olde enemy #2trary to al goodnes celleth 
nat of his tẽptacions: but day nyght he makethe 
greuous ſautys to vs:to catche vs at vnwares by 
his deceytkul ſnares, wake therfoꝛe pꝛay diligent 
ly that thou enter nat ito tẽptatiõ. ¶ The xlv chap 
Man hath no goodnes ofhilelf.neany thinge that 
he may haue any gloꝛy oꝛ pꝛide of:but al ok thego⸗ 
Odd what is mã that thou (odnes of god. 
hat uch mynde ok oꝛ the ſon ol mã who thou 
 doeſt velite with thy grace. what meryte was oꝛ is 
i mã that thou gyueſt thy graceto. what may J cõ 
playne it thou foꝛſake me. oꝛ what may J rightwil 
ly ſay ageyne the.if thou graũt me nat that J aſke 
ofthe. lith thou giueſt al goodnes of thyn owne go 
odnes e liberalite without the deleruynge of mã. 
Suerly this J may thinke c lay ot my ſelke. that Þ 
am nothinge ok valourethat J haue no goodneſſe 
of my ſelfe. but that J am in ſuffictentand fayle in 
all thynges and goo to nought euer. And but J be 
holpen ot thegoode loꝛde and iufdurmed within in 
loule by the J halbe made al diſolute. Thou good 
loꝛde abideſt alwey one: beynge / a euerywherego⸗ 
de rightwis c holy. werkingeal thinges wele right 
willy ct holily. a dilpolinge al thy werkis in wilds 
But J wretch that am alwey moꝛe ꝓne and redy 
to fayle than to ꝓkyte in vertue and goodnelle / am 
nat abidynge euer in one ſtate. Foꝛ ſeuen tymes in 
the day the rightwis man is troubled of lynne. Ne 


Parte⸗ 

the leſſe it halbe lone wele with me ageyne ifit ple⸗ 
ale thy goodnes to help me: foꝛ thou alone godeloꝛ 
de mayſt without man helpe in alk nedys /#make 
meſofermex ſtable:that I chal nat bechaũged hid 
c theder.oꝛ frothis thyngeto thatꝛbut that my her 
te may be turned a reſt in the alonly. #if I wold ca 
ſte awey al mãnys 2ſolaconeyther foꝛ deuocion fox 
to be had oz ellys to ſekethy locour goodneſſe: foꝛ 
ſuch nedys as fal to me that J am cõpelled by to ſe 
kethe. Foꝛ no mã map helpe oꝛ comtoꝛt me as thou 
mayſt. than I myght wel truſt to thy grate and to 
love of the gyfteofthy newe 2ſolacion. Ithankthe 
good loꝛdethe auctour and groũde of al goodneſſe / 
as oft as any goodechauncehappeth towarde me. 
Jam but vanyteand no thinge in thy light / an vn 
ſtable man t ſeke. w hero may I than be pꝛoude oz 
ſchulde repute me anythynge pꝛokytable: whed nat 
ofnoughtthe which is moſt vanyte. Truly vayne 
gloꝛy is anifectyue peſtylens and moſt vanyte. Foꝛ 
it draweth a man fro very gloꝛy c remeueth grace, 
ſpirytual. Whyles a man hath a complacens ĩ hym 
ſelte:he diſpleath god. and whan he delyꝛeth man⸗ 
nys laude d vayn pꝛayſinge:he foꝛgoth very vertu 
es very gloꝛy c holy ioy to mã is to toy in god a nat 

in hym elle. to ioy in the name ot god almyghty / & 
nat in his pper vertue oz ſtrength. ne to haue dilec⸗ 
tacon in any creaturebut fo god. Thy hooly name 
gode loꝛd be pꝛayſed a bleſſid c nat myne. thy werk 
be magnyfied a nat myne. no laude / ne pꝛayſynge 
be gyuen to me by mannys mouth foz any thynge 


Thethywe , 
that J doo but albe vnto Ge pleſurethou artemy + 
gloꝛve it thein ward ioyeormy pherte. J chal by thy 
grace euer ioye in theand in no thinge perteyninge 
to mebut in my infirmytees et ie wes with other 
vayne loners ofthe woulde ſeche gloꝛye of theſelfe 
ein other I Thall only leke the gloꝛye ol pꝛayfynge 
of god foꝛ al mãnes gloꝛye a pꝛayſige with woꝛlhip 
250 a alſo woꝛldiy hight c ꝓmocyõ coparyd to 
thy eternal gloꝛye gode loꝛde is but vanyte #foly, 
O thou blifled trynite my god. my mercy and very 
trutheto the alonebelawde vertu honour & gloꝛve 
fo2 euer. Amen, ¶ The. xlvi.chapt᷑ howe 
al tẽpoꝛal honoure is to be dyſpyſed. 
On lapth our loꝛde to his louer. be thou natte 
| - confoundedneheny whannethouſeeſt other 
honoured and auaſiced.and thy ſelle deſpyled ande 
humpled. Arayſe vp thyne heꝛte to me in toheuen 
tthou chalt nat be heunthoughe thou be diſpyſedd 
pf man herein erth. Loꝛde ſayth the dyſciple webe 
herein derke blyndnes lackynge the very light and 
| therfozewe be lone deceyued by vanytees as ferre 
as I can vnderſtande I neuer yetſuffred any iiurt 
bol any creature. wherkoꝛ I can nat ryghtwyllycõ⸗ 
playne agaynethe But foꝛ as mocheas Jhaueofte 


| ſinedagaynthe,therfoze euery creature is worthy 


ly armed ageiſt me ĩ punyſſhmẽt ok my lines wher 
| foze2fufyoaſhametois me dewe with ꝛtempt to 
thegodeloꝛdebe lawde honour gloꝛy. And but ik 
J ppare meto wyl meto be diſpyſeda foꝛſakegladsd 
l okenery man and vtterly to bereputednoughte 


xy plone that thou accomptyſt with godex dere to 


where J 


god almyghty. the moꝛehyethat he alcendethein 
loue a ſpũal ⁊tẽplacõn:the moʒeꝓfoũdly c ĩwardly | 


bur loꝛde wold pfytely diſpꝛayſethy lelte / a wolde 
empte clene thy hert fro al erthely loue: thi wold 


Parte. 1 
Ican nat be ſtabliſſhed ne pacified withinfoꝛth. noꝛ 


_fpnally to be illumyned: ne may nat be fully knytte 


t ioyned to thy goodnes. ¶ Thexlvij chapt. Howe 


no man ought to put his peas fynally in man. 
l Onitkthou 


putte thy peas with any plone co 
thy kelinge x foꝛ that they acoꝛd with the thou 
ſhaltbe vnſtable c vnpealed. But if thou hauethy 


recours to god that is pmanent# euerlaſtingetru⸗ 


the. thy krende goynge awey oꝛ deteſſynge fro the⸗ 
ſhall nat make the inoꝛdynatly heuy. Thou oweſt 
to loue al thy frendes in me: and foꝛ meto loue eue⸗ 


thein this lyke. Foꝛ J am thebegynner a the end ol 


al goodnes. c without me al frendſhip is nat valet 


oꝛ durable. noꝛ no woꝛldly frend{hip may endure? 
toy nat. Thou oweſt to be moxtityed too 
ſuch carnal affeccyons ofthy louers. that as moche 
as thou mayſt thou ſhuldeſt delire to be without al 


mãnps cõpanyꝛfoꝛ the moꝛea ma withdꝛaweth hi 


fro al woꝛldly ſolace: the moꝛe he drawethe nere to 


hedeſcedeth ĩ hüͤblezlideracõn of hym ſelfe ct vilypẽ 
dynge hymſelf. Hethat aſcribeth oꝛ gyueth any go 
denesto hymſelfethe geynſtandeth thegrace ol god 
c lettethe it to enter into hym. Foꝛ the grate of god 
alwey requireth an hũbleherte. Jfthou man laith 


(aith he diſtyll a entre ito the with abüdaũt grace; 


Thethywe 
But the mozeattendaiice & affeceyon thou haſt to 
mytreatures:the moꝛe is the 2ſideracyon a loue ot 
| thy creature take fro the. oke that thou lerneto o 
uercomethy ſelfi al thinges:foꝛ the poſſeſſion ofthy 
treature.c than thou mayft come to the knowlege 
ol thyloꝛde god. what ſo euer thyngethou loueſt i- 
oꝛ diatly beit neuer ſo litel:pit it dekopleth thy foule 
#letteth thetocome to the knowleger loue of god. 
¶ Then viij chapt᷑ Ageyne vayne a ſeculerſcpentce. 
| T On lapthe our loꝛdeto his louer bewarethat 
thou be nat moued by the fayꝛe d lubtyl woꝛ⸗ 
des 02 ſaynges ot᷑men. The reigne of god ſtandethe 
nat in woꝛd but in vertue. Attende my woꝛdes foz 
| theyillumynemanys mynde ct iklamethe withthe 
ardut᷑ ofloue mãnys hert. they make cõpůcciõ ĩ mã 
to be ſoꝛy foꝛ his ſynnes. with that they bꝛynge to 
| minysCſoulegeat 2ſolaciõ. Gyuethe nat tolecture 
oꝛ ſtndye fo2 that thou woldeſt be ſene cñnynge / oꝛ 
wiiſe betkoꝛe other:but ſtudy therby tomoꝛtikye thy 
| vyces& vicioꝰ lyuĩgei thec other:foꝛ that ſhał mo⸗ 
re ꝓkite the thã the knowlege el many q̃ſtions. Foz 
whã thou haſt red c knowen many thynges: thou 
muſt atte laſt come to onepꝛincipalł a beginynge ot 
dl other. Jam hethat techeth mã cůnynge e I gy⸗ 
ue monꝛe clere vnd ſtanding to hũble ꝑlones thã any 
mi techeth. Lokewho I ſpeketoheſhalbewyſex 


pꝓfpte inſoule; wothal bethemthatſekeofmencu 


| ryotsthynges and lytel pondir the wey how they 
ſhuldeſerue and pleale me. Thetymeſhalfcome 
Whannecrylt the mayſter of mayſters / and loꝛde 


©... onsofmen:ſhalbemanyfeſtly opened:and al vaine 
e excuſesſha 
thegodthatſodeilyeryſe vp and illumyneth an hũ 


ſlons oketernal trouth ſoner than hethat ſtudieth. x. 
Verein the ſcolys. teche wythoutſounde of woz⸗ 


Parte. 
of aſigdsſhal apereredy to here euery manes leſſõ 
that is to ſay to examyne euery mannes conſciens. 
Than chal hieruſalebelyghtned #enſerched with 
lanternes c lyghtes:and the hyd warke c cogitacy 


lbe foꝛdone and layde abide: J am heſai 


ble ruberthat hemay take and perceyue mo rea⸗ 


Des :without cokuknon ok opyntons: without pꝛyde 


but altheyꝛe hope to put in meæ toloue meardent⸗ 
I y aboue al thiuges Some in louinge me in war dly 


N yuingeto euery 3 worthy, 


of wozſhyp# wythout fight ofargumttacio I te/ 
Cheto diſpyſeerthely thynges and thynges p2elent 
. - - male mplouers to ſeche and to ſauour thynges 
eternal / to flehonoures c paciẽtly to ſuffer ſclaũde⸗ 
res and aduerlitees no thinge without me todelire Þ 


haue dyuyne and godly thinges #ciiningetoſpeke | 
meruelous thiges luch hath moze pfytedifozſakig 
al thinges:than in ſtudienge about lubtyle thinges Þ 
But . ſpeke to ſome comon thinges t to other ſpe⸗ 
cyal thinges J appere to ſome ſwetely en hyd lines 
t fygures:a to other Ichewegreat myſteries with 
gret light of vndſtondinge:. Thereis one voice and 

dne letter in the bokes that they beholde: But that 
vopyce oꝛ lett᷑inſoꝛmeth nat al in lyke. Foꝛ J am the | 
warde techar oftrouthe:bchar ok mannes hert: the 


vnöſtonderof mänes thought pmoter okhis dedis 


The thyꝛde 


ward wouldly thynges. the rlixchapt 
On thou muſt beignozantx vnknowing ma 
ny thiges. thou muſt accompt thy ſeif as dede 
vpon erthe. and leche one as al the woꝛlde is crucy 
fyed to. Thou muſt ouer paſſe many thynges that 
thou ſhalt pauenture ayenſt the oꝛ thy frende with 
a deffe ere. nat anlwerynge to leche. but to ſeche ra 
ther thole thynges that be to thy peas, it is better a 
mã to turne away his tyen fro thinges of dt{pleſu- 
re / a to late euery ma to thynke c loke as he wyl.Al 
ſoto withdꝛawethyn erys fro vnpꝛokitable fables 
than to deb ne to ⁊tencioꝰ woꝛdes. if thou wyl ſtan 
de ct endlyne to god #Ddiligently behold his iugemẽt 
t the meke anlweris i his repꝛoues: thou (huldeſt 


what be we. lo wewepex lament greatly foꝛ a liteł 
tẽpoꝛal harme oꝛ loſſe.we renne ayenſt myght / and 
laboure bodily foꝛ a litel tẽpoꝛal auaũtage. but our 
ſpũal loſſes ⁊ detrymẽtis that weſuffrebeſone foꝛ⸗ 
gete with vs. alcarſly wereturne ageynetherto a⸗ 
| nytymeafter our loſſe. To that thyngethat is litel 
boꝛznought woꝛth we gyue greate attendaũce. And 
thatthynge that is ok great pꝛyce c mooſt neceſlary 


to vs we lette nat by it. Foꝛ al mankynde in maner 


kenneth towardeoutwardethynges / and but they 
lone aryſe fro ſuchedilpolicõn / they chal gladly lye 
ttf delyte euer in outwarde thynges. | 
¶ Thel.chapt howe euery tale oꝛ woꝛdeis nat to 
| bebileued/#howemannys — 

: {21 


¶ Howe we chuld deſpiſex nat greatly delyꝛeout 


| ſuffrethemoteeaſily tobe ouercome. O loꝛde god 


Parte EEE 

g Odelowegyueegrauntmehelpeoſmy tra 
ble that Jſuffer:Fo2 mãnes helpe is but vay 
ne ⁊ vnualable in ſuche nedis. J haue okt faylede ol 
helpe a ſocoure: where I truſted to haue founde it. 
and oft haue J founde faythfulnes: where J tru- 
ſted leſte to haue founde it. wheꝛfoꝛe J lay that mã 
laboureth i vainethat putteth his hope in mã thou 
gode loꝛde art the very hope helth of man Blellid 
bethou in al thinges x koꝛ al thinges that happethe 
to vs, Webe eke a vnſtable of our ſelfe. webe ſone 
chaunged fro godenes ct diſceyued. whoo is hethat 
can ſo warly c wyſely kepe hym lelfe in althinges | 
that he fal nat lomtyme into a ſnare ot dylteyte ol 

lſome ꝑplexite. But hethat truſtethin the gode loꝛd 

and ſeketh the wyth lymple hert doth nat lo ſoone 
remeue from the. Andit it hap hym to kal into anye 
tribulacion / howelo euer hebe wrapped therin, he 
ſhalſonebedelyuered therofby the. oꝛ ellis ſone re⸗ 
ceyuecotozt ofthy godenes. Foz thou gode loꝛd fo! 
fakeſt them neuer that truly truſt in the:it is harde 
to fyndea faythfiul and a truſty frende / that lo ple⸗ 
uerythe in alk thetribulacyons okhys krende . thou 
godeloꝛde art moſte faythtulĩ al ſuch nedis: #lyke 
vnto the none is. noꝛ may be lounde. O ful wel felt 
c ſouoꝛed that ſouleĩ god / the which ſayde. my mi⸗ 
de is gꝛoũded ſtabliſſheb ĩ my loꝛdegod. ifit were 
ſo with me I hulde natlo ſone dꝛede mã. ne be mo 
ued at his woꝛdes. who may ꝓupde althynges fo? 
to come / oꝛ Who may elchewe the perylles oz euyls 
hereafter enſuinge. ir chauncis oꝛ thigesberoze lens 


Thethpzde 
oft anoyeth a hurteth man. what chal I ayethan 
ofthiges vnpꝛouyded / but that they mozegreuouC 
ly hurt. But wherkoꝛehaue nat J Wꝛetche bett p- 
nydedo? purueyed? why gaue IJ ſo ſonecredens to 
other menues lainge⸗ But webe mem pe:thoughe 
we be reputed and extemed aungels of many kolke 
To whome ſhal I gyue credens: but to the goode 
loꝛde. Fo thou art very trouthe that nother diſcey 
ueſt ne may bedilcepued. Ind euery other man is 


alyer vnſtable / a ſone diſceyuinge moſte in wordes 


lo that vneth it can oꝛ may bevyleued that lemeth 
rightwyte / whã he ꝓlerrith it. Bowepꝛudentiy ha 
ſte thou gode loꝛde gyuen warninge to vs tobe wa 
| revofmen.and howe the moſte kam ylyer frendes of 
man beenempes tohyn. Allo a man ſchulde nat by 
leue it man lhulde ſayeto hym. Lo cryſte is here oꝛ 
there: ſhewige hym thatis nat cryſte:but rather an 
tecryſt as hath be layd # hereaffſhalbeſayde Jam 
taught by harmethat J haueſuffred ⁊ ſene other 
ſuſter. And pꝛay god that J mapyebe taught too be 


moꝛe ware t nat to my foly. A mã layth to me.ſon 
be ware / ſon be ware / x kepe this pꝛeuye to thy ſelfe 
that I lay. whyles Ikepe pꝛeuy luche as hecom 
mitted to me. he tan nat kepe pꝛeuy that thing that 
he delyꝛed me to kepe pꝛeuy. but anon hebetrayeth 


loꝛde defende me krom ſuche talys and vnwar men 


that I kal nat into theyzehandes/no2 take vpõ me 


to do ſuchethinges. Gode loꝛde graunt meto haue 
ſtablenes ol woꝛde a neuer to haue diſceytkul tonge 


Nfl 


ct dilcloleth both hyz c mec kogothe his way gode 


Parte, 
butremetealſuchedilceytesferfrome.”Jowet all 
wyſeelchewethat thyngethat'Þ wolde natluffer 
my ſelfe. O howegode and pealybleis it a man to 
kepe ſcylence of other mennes dedes: c nat lyghtlye 
to byleue euery mãnes tale:ne lyghtly to tel out ſu⸗ 
che talys:æ to thewebꝛeuely i kewe woꝛdes theẽtẽt 
of his mynde nat to be led oꝛ moued with any boſti 
ge oꝛ flaterynge woꝛde: and alway to leche god al⸗ 
myghty thebeholdero mannes ſoule in his dedys 
euer delyꝛingethat al thentention ofhis ſoule ĩiwar 
de togyd with his outwarde dedes mayebedy?2ect 
Xpfourmed after his gracioꝰ pleſure. how ſureis it 
fo: the ⁊ſeruacion ot heuẽly gratce:a man to flevtter 
apparaunce of godenes and nat to deſyꝛe outward 
flatery oz vain gloꝛy:but rather to folowetholſe thi 
ges whiche gyue and pꝛocure theamendyng oklyfe 
wyth the feruour ot gode lyuinge. Know eu vertue 
X opeuly comended hath hurt many plones where 
grace pꝛyuely vſed#hyd hath anddothp2ofyte:# 
auayle many in this fraylelyfe:the whiche alt ſery 
pture is al tẽptacion and malyce. ¶ The. li.chapter 
A manſhuldeput hisconkidens in god whan char 
pe woꝛdes touche hym. _ 
. { Tondelſonfermly and truſt i me whan thou 

art vexed wyth troubles and malycioꝰ woꝛ⸗ 
des. what be wozdes but wide that fleeth i theay:e 
without hurt or any ſtone:it thou be gylty of luche 
woꝛdes oꝛ woꝛthy of them oz ſuche repꝛeues / than 
thynkethou wylt gladlye amendethe. and if thou 
benat gyltye thynke yet: thou wylt [uffer gladlye 


Thethy:de 
 ſuchreþuesfo2 goddis ſake, It is but an eaſy thyn 
ge to ſuſfreſharpe Woꝛdes ſomtyme whereit is ſo 
that thou mayſt nat ſuſtre harde flagellacyons / oz 
betynges with cryſt e fo2 hym. And why is it that 
ſo male thynges beſo bitter and odious to the. but 
fo: that thou art yet carnal nat ſpũal in thy affec- 
cvons.gyuynge mote hede to man than to god ſoꝛ 
that thou dꝛedyſt to be deſpyſed. thou wolt nat be 
repued fo: thy exceſſis;butſekeſt fo2 thy delente der 
ke a ſynyſter excuſes. but beholde thy ſelle better + 
thou ſhalt ſe Wel that the woꝛlde e veyne gloꝛy / oꝛ 
mãnps plelurelyueth yet in the. Whanthou refu⸗ 
ſeſt to behuͤbled x#2foiidyd foꝛ thy defautis.it is cer 
tepyne that thou art nat very hüble ne truly dede / oꝛ 
| mottifyed to the woꝛlde / noꝛ haſt nat the woꝛld cru 
cifyed to the: but here thou my woꝛdes « thou ſhalt 
nat dꝛede a thouſandemenys woꝛdes. Loifal the 
woꝛdes that myght be feyned were malicouſly ſat 
de ageyn the: what ſhuld they noy the. if thou wol 
de late thẽ paſſe c nat ponð thẽ greatly. thou know 
eſt they may nat mayme the ne hurt one heꝛe of thy 
hede. but he that hath nat in ward ſight to his ſou⸗ 
lehelth:no2 god afoze his light is ſoue moued t tro 
bled at a ſharpe woꝛde. Hethat truſteth in me ſay⸗ 
th our loꝛde ct wol nat ſtand to his owne iugement 
ſhalbe without minys terrour. J am the iuge and 
kno wer of al ſecretis J knowe howeeuery thynge 


is done: I know both hym that doth theiiury # hi 


that ſuffrethit.fo2 by my (uffratice ſuch iiur ves be 
done: that many menysthoughtis may beknote 


Nil 


N 


Parte; 


Ichal iugebothethe inotent / x hym that is gylty 


but I haue decreed to ꝓue thẽ both by my hid tuge 
mẽt. The teſtymony c iugemẽt ofmã ofte tyme de⸗ 
ceyueth:but my iugemẽt is true. it ſhall ſtande ſta⸗ 
ble: æit ſhal nat beſubuerted:though it de hid a nat 
a pere. pit it neuer doth erre: though it apere nat ry⸗ 
ghtwis to ſome ˖ wherkoze in euery iugement man 
khulde renne to me. a nat to lene tohis owne relon. 
A tightwis ma wol neuer be troubled what thing 
ſo euer hap too hym ofgod. yea c if any wꝛonge be 
layde vnto hym. he wol nat moche recke. ne he hal 
nat be exalted by vayneglozy:ifhe bereſonably er; 
culed by other. fo2 ſucheapſonegſidereth welf that 
Jamthevery ſercherofmanyshertexitvardepar 
tyes # nat iugynge after the kace the outwardea⸗ 
peraũce of mã:bnt atter the iwarde demenyngeof 
manys ſoule.fo2 oft Ituge c fynde culpable many 
thynges that mãnys iugemẽt demeth tobe lauda⸗ 
ble wherfoꝛe IJ belekethe my loꝛde god the trueiu⸗ 
ge ſtrongea pacient. that knowelſt the frealte / z the 
malyceot mã:be thou my ſtrengtha truſt i al nedis 
Myne owneaſctence:foꝛ thou gode loꝛde knoweſt ĩ 
methat J knowe nat my ſelk. atherfoꝛe ĩ euery re⸗ 
pue J ſhuld hũble my ſelf a benigly ſuffer. But foꝛ 
al moch as J haue nat paciẽtiy @ mekely ſuffzed alt 
luch 2dicn.relees a foꝛgyue me gode loꝛde J beſe⸗ 
ke the: r gyue me moꝛe large grace of ſufferaunce; 
Thy plentuous mercy is better to me by the which 
Imap opteynepdoneofmy myſbehaneour:than 
the pper opynyonof ny iuſtice fo2 the defeceofmy 


„„ (CThetyp;de 
hydelſcience.fo: thoughJſuppoſe my 2ſciens to be 
cleene a nat ſpotted with any ſynne:yit J may nat 
luſtitye meĩ that: feꝛ itthy mercy be remeued frovs 
no mã herelyuynge may berightwis in thy ſyght. 
¶ Thelj chaß. Howe maſhuldſuffer al greuys cc 
aduerſitees foꝛ thelyfe euerlaſtinge that we al hope 
a nd abpde here. 3 

Onletheu be nat bꝛoke byimpaciens ofthe la 
boursthat thou haſt take vpon thefoꝛ mylake;Al- 
ſoſethou be nat caſt downeby diſpayꝛe oꝛ vnreſo⸗ 
nable heuynes ĩ any trouble that chal hap vnto the 
but bethou recofozted / ⁊ ſtrengthed in euery luche 
chaticebymy ꝓmpyſes. foꝛ J amſufficient to rewar 
dect yeue to my ſeruaũtis aboue alł meſure, Thou 
ſhalt nat labour longe herene alwey be greued wp 
th heuynes. Abydea ſhozt tyme i pacpens. thou 
ſhalt ſonehaue an ende of thy troubles, One houre 
ſhal comewhan al thy labours / andtroubleschalk 
ces. Althinge is mebured d palleth with tyme is bo 
thelytel #ſhozt. Dotherfozeas thou dooſt and la⸗ 
bour feithfully i my vyneyarde that is to lay in my 
church arter the degre that thou art called to and 


thalbethy rewarde. wzite thou / rede / lynge / ſoꝛow 


fo: thy lynnes kepe thy inouth kro ilk c veyne woꝛ⸗ 
dis / pꝛaythou c be pacient taduerlitees.ſtich exercy 
ſes with ſuch other vᷣ tuo ꝰlabours be the very wey 
cmerites of euerlſtige lite.peas chalł come one day 
that is knowen to dur loꝛd hyd fro ma. that day 
chal nat be as the day oꝛ night of this life. but it ſhat 
belight and euer enduringeclerenes, ſtedfaſt peas: 


Parte 
and infynytecreſtinfallible# ſure: Thou ſhalt nat 


than ſay with the apoſtle. who ſhal delyuer me fro 
the ꝑellis a the ieopdye of my moꝛtal body. ne thon 
chal nat than crye with the ꝓphete with deſtre tobe 
deſolned a ſay theſe woꝛdes. Woo is methat myne 
abidingehere i this moztal body is plonged.# why 

foꝛ than ſhal deth that befoꝛe had dfiacionin man: 
be ouerthꝛowne a deſtroyed.æ helth of body #ſoule 
ſhal than euer be withoute ende. None anoyeſhalk 
than be to mã. but a bleſſyd ioy a myꝛth a al etex 
fayꝛe cõpanv. O if thou ſawethe ꝑpetuelkcrownes 
of ſayntis in heuen: in what maner of gloꝛy they 
lvue a ioy in nowe. that were befozeveſpyled i ther 
lpuynge a reputed vnwoꝛthy to lyue:ſothely thou 
Wolde humble the in the moſt lowly wyle. a thou 
Wolde ſoner deſire to be ſubiecte to euery mã:than 
to haue gouernaũce ot any ma.no2 thou woldenat 
deliretheglad dayes ofthis woꝛld. but thou wold 
rather delire to bein tribulacyon foꝛ god. and thou 
wolde delire alſo to be vylipendyd 4 ſet at nought⸗ 
amonge mẽ foꝛ cryſt # with cryſt thy laueour.O if 
theſe thynges Wereſauozy to the a ſhuld pſounde 
ly pſethy herte: thou wolde nat onys cõpleyne the 
at ſuche troubles d aduerſytees. And why? foꝛ we 
owe eche ot vs to ſuffer al labours / æ hardneſle;fox 
the lyke eternal that is lo pcyous. It is no lytel thin 
geto Wynne oꝛ to leſe the kingdome okheuen. Lift 
vp thy ſoule into heuen # behold me a my layntys 
al that hath had x \uffred great conflyctis/ and ba⸗ 
tayls with me i this wozlde. Nowethey toy wyth 
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me. nowe they beconfozted/ nowethey lurelye reſt 
after theyꝛelabours c hal euerlaſtingly abyde and 
reigne with me inthe euerlaſtinge reigne o my fad 
¶ The. liij. chapter. Of the day ok eternyte: # ofthe 
anguyſſhe of this pꝛelent lyfe. 

He mandion ot the hyecyte ok heuen is al full 
okblyſſe and ioy inkynyte. O thou day erernal 
moſte clere the which art nat made derke by any ni 
ght. But it chyneth euer by thehyetrouth ok almy 
ghty god. This day is euer ioylul and moſte merye 
euer ſure and ſtedfaſt and neuer chaunging his ſta 
te:into incomodiouſnes, wold god that day ſhuld 
ſhineto vs: al tempal thinges were ended. This 
day ofeternytegyueth lyght to the layntes in heuẽ 
with perpetual claryteand chyninge. But to tray- 
ualers here in erthe it is karre c as by the mene of a 
myꝛrour · The Cytezins of heuen knowehoweioy 
ful that day is. And we whychebethechyldzen of 
Eue and outlawes from heuen loꝛowe koꝛtediouſ⸗ 
nes ct bitternes ofthis our tempal dax. The dayes 
of this tyme belhoꝛt euel / ful of loꝛowes and ãguyl 
ſhes:where man is defoyled wyth many lynnes x 
is feblyſched and deſtroyed often by paſſyons he is 
contract and dyftrayned wyth many dꝛedes c wy 
the many belineſſes is he occupied. He is wrappyde 
in many vanytees:# with many errours heis intrt 
ked d bꝛoke with many labours. he is moued with 
many teinptacyons., He is ouercome wyth delites 
the is crucyate ⁊ toꝛmẽted with penurye and nede 
O Whanſhalfaltheſelaboursbeended 4 Whan 
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ſhal:F be delyuered fro the myſery/ and thꝛaldome 
of vyces. whanſhal Þ thynkeofthe alone goodſloꝛ 
de al other thynges left. and whan ſhal'J ioy in the 
fully. whan ſchal J be without all impedyment / oz 
lettynge / a in very lyberte withoute al greuaũce of 
body and mynde. Whan ſhal J poſſeſſeſadde peas 
wythoute trouble / ſuer peas wythin and without 
and ture on euery ſyde. O goode ielu whanneſhal 
I ſtande to beholde the. whan chal IJ haue light / 
contemplacon-oftheeternal glozy of thy kingdom 
whan ſhalt thou be to me al in ak. O Whanlhal J 
be wyth the in thy kyngdome the which thou halt 
of thy goodnes Þparate to thy louers at the begyn⸗ 
nynge. Lo I am lelt here a poꝛe outlawei thelan⸗ 
de of myne ennempes where dayly batayls and in 
koꝛtunes be ful greate,Comfoztmegodetozde imy 
exyle. Mytigate. uw ſozowe. Foꝛ I lighe vnto the 
Wyth al delyꝛe. Foz af that the woꝛlde offreth vn⸗ 
to me foꝛ my ſolace:is but a burden to me. J delyꝛe 
inwardly to be knytte and cleue to the goode loꝛde 
but J may nat come therto. IJ delyzeto be2uertyd 
ct atteyne the heuenly thynges: but woꝛldly thyn⸗ 
ges x poſſeſſions vnmoꝛtilied in me let me. a where 
i my mynde J wolb + deliretobe aboue ał tẽpoꝛak 
thinge. J am cõpelled ageynſt my will by my dull 
body to be vnder al. dc ſo I vnhappy mã am in 2ty⸗ 
nnal fight with my ſel fe. x Jam made greuous to 
myſelf whyles my ſpyaite deſireth to be aboue and 
my lleſch tobe downe. O what is my luffraticewl 
thifozth that whan IJ trete ol heueniy thyngesby | 
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diligence of my mynde. anon a multitude ofcarna 
thoughtis metyn #letten me. Goode loꝛde be thou 
nat by thy grace far fro me:noꝛ declyne thou nat in 
wrath frothy ſeruant, lende downe thy lightnige 
ol thy grace a 2ſume ſuch vaynea trobloꝰ though- 
tis, fend downe thy arowes of drede c chas away 
alfthefantaſyes ofthe ennemye; Gader togeder al 
my ſenlys to the / x make me koꝛgete al woꝛldly thi 
ges d gyue me grateſoneto auoyde kro me / ⁊ to de⸗ 
ſpyſethefantaſines oꝛ ymages ofſynne, Socoure 
thou me eternal truthe that no vanytees meneme; 
O thou heuenly ſwetnes come and enter into me / x 
chas kro me ak vnclennes. foꝛgyue me J beleche the 
t mercyfully pdon as oft as J ⁊lyder in my mynd 
any thynge in tyme ol pꝛayer / excepte thy goodneſſe 
I knowlege to the gode loꝛd that Jhauebewont 
to behaue me very diſtractly ĩ pꝛayer c other thiges 
fo: Jamnatoffen there:but abſet whore, J ſtande 
oꝛ (yttebodily;but J am moꝛe there wheder Jam 
boꝛne by luch thoughtis. foꝛ J am therewheremp 
deſizes be. æ theremy thoughtxdeſizeis.wher that 
thige is that Jloue:foꝛ that thig doth mete me anõ 
in thought that naturally pleſeth oꝛ delyteth wher 
foe thou truthe haſt openly layde. Where thy tre⸗ 
lour is there is thy herte. if Jloue heuen Ithyn⸗ 
ke gladlyot heuenly thynges. ik I loue the wozlde 
Jioy of a in the foꝛtunes otthe Worlde: and Jam 
heuy too hereof the woꝛldly aduer ſytees. if Jloue- 
my body oꝛ fleſſhly delyzes: than J often vmagyn 
& thynkeoftheym, if Jlouemy lowle / oꝛ ſpyꝛpte / 


tyngly:than open thyn hert c reſceyuethis holyin 


that thou kalle nat to erthely thynges by thyne ow 
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I delite to thynke vpon ſpirytual thinges. ſo what 
ſo euer thynge J loue I gladly ſpeke / c of the ſame 
I bere the ymages oftuchebelily in my mynd. but 
bleſlyd is that man that fo2 god foꝛgeteth al maner 
of creatures # that doth violẽce to nature and that 
doth crucifyeoꝛ quẽtchethe fouleluſtis oꝛꝛcupilcẽs 
ol the fleſſheby feruour of lpiryte:ſothat with a cle 
re 2lcience he may offre his pꝛapers puerly to god /⁊ 
ſo be woꝛthythecõpany ofatigels.al erthely thyn⸗ 
ges within and withoute hym excluded krohym. 
¶ Theliiijchapt᷑. Ok the delireok euerlaſtyngelyfe 
t what goodes be pꝛompled tothe knyghtis of god 
that fight ayenſt lynne. | 
-{ On whanthou kelyſt thatthe delire ofeuerla⸗ 
ſtynge beatitude oꝛ blyſſe is infoũdyd in tothe 
by grace / and with that thon delireſt to depart out 
of thy body that thou may le my clereneſſeeuerlaſ- 


* 
* 


ſpiracõn with al deuocon @ dely2e/gyue digne and 
mooſt large graces to the hye goodneſſe of god that 
doth to theſo woꝛthely. lo gracoullyveliteththe.ſo 
ardently excyteth the / a ſo myghtely doth railethe. 


ne nature burdẽ. Thou doſt nat relceyuethat gra 


cebythyneowne thynkinge oꝛ labour: but alonly 


by thegodenesofheuenly grace c the reſpect ofgod 
fo: that thou thuldeſt ꝓfitemoꝛe ct mozei veztuous 
lyuynge cin humplite / # that thou ſhuldeſt ppare 
the ayenſt batayls foꝛ to come / and alſoo that thou 
ſhuldeſtcleue too god almyghty With affeccyon of 
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witha fern dur of deuotlon x ſtedfaſt wyl. fon thefi 
re doth often bꝛen but the flame therof doth nat al 
cende without fume 02 lmoke. Nyght ſo the deſy2e 
ol lome men is in heuenly thinges but their affeccy 
ons be nat fre fro temptacions ot the fleſſhe c ther- 
foꝛetheido nat alway purely fo: the honour ofgod 
that whychethey aſke ſoeffectuouſly of god. ſuche 
isoft tymes thy deſy2e whychethonſayde was ſo 
ipo2tune,Fo2 thatdeſyzeisnatpureand pfyte / the 
whych is infect wyth mannes pꝛoper commodyte 
Aſkethoutherforenatſuch thiges as be delectable 
oꝛpꝛokytable to the:but uche as be wozlhypſnlkto 
me:Fo:ifthouiugeryght thouoweſtto pꝛeler min 
o2dinaticebefozethy delyꝛe and alleother thynges 
tobe deſyzed. and to folowe my wyl coꝛdinaũce 
knowe thy delyꝛe: and haue herdethy manyfolde 
ſyghynges a wepiges Thou wolde nowe be in the 
lyberte ot the gloꝛpe ofgod . it dely⸗ 
teth the noweto bei theernal hous ok god that isto 
ſayin the heuẽly coũtrey wher ful toy is but thour 
is nat vet come. Thou muſt yet haue labour ⁊ ba⸗ 
tayle ayenſt thyn enemyes d lohauethe tyme ol ꝓ⸗ 
bacion here afoꝛe thou come to euerlaſtingegloꝛpe: 
ct reſt. Thou wolde befullyled with that hye gode⸗ 
nes: but thou may nat haue it vet. J am the ellẽcial 
godenes ol man. Abyde meſaith our loꝛde vnto J 
cal the to my kyngdome Thou muſt be pꝛoued xex 
ercyſed here i erth.akoꝛe thou cometo me. thou ſhal 
haue con lolacion ſomtyme gyuen the. But the kull 
plente that layntes hathe in ny alte thou nat 
1. 
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haue whylethou lyueſt here, Be thou therkoze rech 
fo:tedxſtrogebothin thy doinges a in thy fuffrice 
thecontrariouſnesofnatureThou muſt do onthe 
clothing ofgrace & inocencie bechaugeditoanew 
man / thou muſt often do that thou wolde nat and 
that thing that thou wolde do thou muſt leue that 
pleaſethe other men ſhalk ꝓcede and come to effecte 
and that thingethat thou haſt a plealouri chal nat 
cometo effect ꝑauenture. Allo what other men ſay 
ſhalbeherde# what thou layſt is ſet at nought. 
Other men ſhal alke they ſhal hauetheyꝛ aſkige 
but thou ſhalt aſke a nat ſpede.other men ſhalbe cõ 
mẽded in mennys mouthes: #oftheno man ſhalle 
ſpeke. Other perſons ſhal haue this offyce: oꝛ that 
cõmpt to them:and thou chaltbedemed vnpꝛokita⸗ 
ble: Foꝛ ſuch thinges is man ort naturally heuye 4 
a gꝛetethinge it is itthou bere luch with ſtyl mouth 
and myndein ſuch thinges with other lyke is man 
ꝓued: whether hebe thetrue leruaunt ofgodthow 
hecan denye hym lelfe bꝛeke hym in aduerſytees 
ſcarſly thou ſhalt finde any thyngeeniopned oꝛ lay 
de vnto the to do: foꝛ the whych thou nedyſt to ſuk⸗ 
fredeth as thou ſhalt fyndethynges cõtrary to thy 
wyl which thou mult luffremolte whã thiges dil⸗ 
tcoꝛding to thy inynde which appereth to the leſſe p 
kytable in excuſið / be cõmaũded to the:a koꝛ almoch 
às thou art vnd the domynion and power ok other 
to whomethou dare nat reliſt therkoꝛze it is ſene har 
deto theto folowe alwy the wyl of other: alway 
to leue thy ꝓper wyl, But beholde ſon and conſy d 
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weltheendeofthylabouzs which is nat far fro the 
Alſogyuehedetothefruteofthem togid wyth the 
infinyterewardes okthelame / and thouſhalthaue 
nogreuaunte in ſuch labours: but a great conkoꝛte 
bkthy paciẽs:foꝛ as fo2 that lytel pleſonr that thou 
wylkully foꝛſakeſt nowe ĩ this lyke: thou chalt euer 
hauethy wyl done in heuẽ. Foz thou chalt haue the 
re al that thou wylle oꝛ can deſy2e:thouſhalthaue 
there power oral godenes Without any dꝛede to le 
leit. There thy wyl one euer wyth meſhalcoueyte 
oꝛdelyꝛeno ſtraunge / pꝛyuate oꝛ wouldly thynges, 
Therechal no manrelyſt the / ne none compleyn on 
theꝛnone hal let the oꝛ wythſtondethe but al that 
thou deſyꝛeſt ſhalbepꝛelentedto the: and they chall 
fulfyl al thyne elfeccion oꝛdelyꝛe vntothe kulnes of 
theſame,Thereſhal gloꝛy begyuenin rewardefo2 
repues herepacientlyſuffred:and the palfoflaude 
koꝛ heuines and fo: theloweſt oꝛ laſt placethat thou 
halt becontent with: thou ſhalt there receyueeuer⸗ 
laſtige reigne,Thereſhal aperethe frute okobedies 
here kepte foꝛ god. the loboure orf penaũcechalbe re⸗ 
warded wyth ioy: and humble ſubieccion halle be 
crowned wyth glozy, Bowethe therkoꝛe now vnd 
euery mannes hande: c foꝛſethou nat Who cõmaũ 
dethe fo2 to do this thynge oꝛ that. but ſtudyethon 
wyth great diligens that whether it be thy pꝛelate 
thy kela we: oꝛ lower than thou / that intendethe to 
do any thinge / that thou take al luch thiges Wel c 
with paciens and that thou kulkyl them with gode 
and deuout wyl. Let this 8 thynge 
li. 
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Ehethat thynge. Be eglad ofthis thynge / and he 
of that. oꝛ be hecomendyd in this / and he in that. be 
they neuer ſo pcyous oꝛ multyplied ioy thou ney⸗ 
ther in this thinge noꝛi that. but alonly to be vyly⸗ 
pended oꝛ deſpyſed #i my plelure honour. a ouer 
aldeſire that whether thou lyue oꝛ dye; god alwey 
be glozifyed i the oꝛ by the, C Thelv.chapt A man 
beyngein heuynes d deſolacõn ſhuld comyttehym 
into the handes ofgod/ a to his grace laynge: 

Ode god holy fader bleſſyd be thou now and = 

euer,Fozafter thy hooly plelure.ſothonhaſte 

doneto me. and al that thou doſt is gode. Jbeſeche 
thegood loꝛdethat thy ſeruaũt may ioy in the and 
nat in my ſelke⸗ nein none other thyngebut in the. 
02 02d2ed to the. foꝛ thou alone arte very gladneſſe / 
thou art my hope my crowne of reward. Thou go 
de loꝛde art my ioy & hanour. what haue J / oꝛ any 
of thy leruauntis that we haue nat receyued ol thy 
goodnes. ea without our meryte.al bethyne that 
thou haſt gyuen c made. am but poꝛec haue beĩ 
trauayle fro my youth.x often my ſoule is heuy vn 
to wepynge a lomtymeit is troubled ageyneit ſelf 
foꝛ paſlions ferſly inrilynge. deſyꝛe good loꝛd the 
ioy ofpeas. I aſke the peas of thy choſen childꝛẽ the 
whych benozyſſhed-xfed of the ithelightof iward 
c eternal 2ſolacdn, Jfthou good loꝛde graũt ine pe 
as, if thou graunt me inwardly holy ioy. than hal 
the ſoule of thy ſeruaũt be ful oflouynge c deuoute 
pꝛaylinge ofthy ifynytegoodneſle, #if thou wyth⸗ 
dawethekro me; 4 thauhaſt often Wontto doo. 
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than J may nat ren the way ol thy cõmaundemẽ⸗ 
tis that is tolay / fulfyl them / but moꝛethy buaunt 
is then arted to knocke his bꝛeſte ct to knelefoꝛ gra⸗ 
ceꝛc conſolacyon afoꝛe had fo2 that it is nat wythe 
hym nowe as peſterdaycthe day beſoꝛe whan thy 
lanterne ot lyght chone vpon hym a illumped hys 
ſoule. and was defended kro the inwardy ofteptact- 
ons vnd theſhadoweaxtſhelde ofthy winges right 
wyle fad & euer worthy to be moſte loued the hour 
is tomethat thy leruaunt ſhuldebe pꝛoued in / it is 
Woꝛthy fader that thy ſeruaũt ſufferthis hour ſõ⸗ 
what foꝛz the. Thou knewei thy eternal pſciens an 
hour foꝛ to come in the whyche foꝛ alytel tyme thy 
leruaunt chulde outwardlye be ouercomet yet wy 
thin foꝛth beeuer lyuyngeanenſt the:that hechulde 
be vylipended / cõtempued / and delpyled foꝛ a tyme 
in the light ol men: by ſoꝛis peynes æ pallid / that he 
aryſeagayn with the in the moꝛne ofa newelyght 
ok grace c after that begloꝝityed in heuc: foꝛ al ſuch 
humpliacions holy fað thou haſt ſo oꝛdeyned c wil 
led a after thy comaundement ſo be it fulfylled ime 
This is thy grace that thou gode loꝛdecheweſteto 
thy frende to ſuffer troubles here in this woꝛlde fo? 


thylone as oft / w¾han lo euer: in what ſo euer wy 


le thou dylpoſeſt oꝛ ſuſtreſt it to fall. Wythout thy 
tounceyle c pꝛouidens and alſo wythout cauſe / no 
thinge is done here in erthe. It is godeto me goode 
loꝛde:that thou haſte humbled methat J may ther 
by lerne the ryghtwyſe iugementis. and therby ca⸗ 


O tit, 


ſte lro me alle pꝛyde and pꝛelumpcion ofhert, Itis 
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very ꝓfitable to methat I haue ſuftred oꝛ had ſu⸗ 
ch ꝛfulion:that I by the erudiciõ ofit ſhuld rather 
ſcke thy conſolycyon than mannes in ſuch aduerli 
te: I hauelerned alſo therby to dꝛede thy inſcruta⸗ 
ble iugemẽtes / wherby thou pꝛoueſt x ſcourgeſt the 
ryghtwyſe man and the wycked: and that nat wy 
thout equite and ryghtwylnes. I thankethe that 
thou haſt nat ſpared my lynnes but punyſſhed me 
with ſcourges okloue / ye bothe within # wythout 
wyth ſoꝛis and anguyſthes. no creature vnder he⸗ 
uen may 2fo:t me in myn aduerſytees but thou go 
deloꝛde:the very e heuenlye leche ol mannys foule 
that limyteſt and heliſt againe. Thou ledeſt vs into 
ſharpepeynes of body and ſuff2eſt vs to beled into 
dedely lynneſomtyme / e thou bꝛyngeſt vs out ther 
of agayne by thy greate grace. Thy dyſcyplyne be 
vpon me / and thy lcourge chal teche methe wayes 
of vertue and ofmekenes. Lo fader J am herem c 
vnder thy hãdes / And Jenclyne me vnder thy rod 
of coꝛreccion. Smyte my backe and my necke that 
Imap bowe:andrefozme mycrokydnes vnto thy 
wylf. Make me meke and lowiy that J may lyue 
alway at thy wyll. Jcommyt me tothe gode loꝛd 
wyth al mynefo to be coꝛ rect. Foz better it is to be 
punyſched and coꝛrecte here: than after this lyfe, 
Thou kno welt al thinges and no thynge is hydde 
in mannes ſoule oꝛ conſciens fro the. Atoꝛ any thin 
ges be made: thy wyldom knoweth theyme koꝛ to 
be.it is nat nedeful that anye man teche oꝛ Warne 
the ol any thynge that is done here in erthe. Thou 
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knoweſt What pꝛokyte oz peyne is expedient tome 
and moche trybulacvon auapleth to pourge the kyl 
the and ruſt of my hozrybleſynne# vices:therfo2e 
dothou wythe me afterthy pleaſure ande deſpyſe 
nat J beſeke thy gracemyſynful lyfefo2 thoukno 
weſt it beſt, Graunt megode loꝛde graceto knowe 
that Jam boundeto knowe to loue that J owe 
to loue / to pꝛayſethat thou wolde J ſhulde pꝛayſe / 
Eto repute that is pꝛeciousĩ thy ſyght / c to refufe 
al that is vyle afoꝛe the. Gyue megrace gode loꝛde 
nat to Juge thinges after myne outwardelight ne 
akter the heringe oz the relacion ok vncũnynge folk 
but truly to diſcerneof vylible thinges and lpüalke 


| Epleaſare, Wannys wyttes be often dyſceyned in 
iugement. Alſo thelouers ofthe woꝛldebe often dil 
ceyued in louinge allonly thynges vylyble. what is 
à man the better that men repute hym moꝛe oz bet 
ter than he is ĩ dede. A deceyuer deceyueth another 
one vayue man another / one blynde man another. 
ſt one ſekepſon another / whyle he lo exaltethehym 
And yet tatrouthehemozeconfoundeth hym tha 
auauncethe whyles he loo vaynly dothe laude / oꝛ 
pꝛayſe hym foꝛ howegret cõmendablec holy euer 
man is in thy ſyght ſo woꝛthy a gret he is Ec no mo 
re. ¶ The. l vi. chapter. mã ſhulde gyuehym to 
humble warkes whan heis nat inclyned 02 dyſpo- 
led tohpe warkes: 

On thou mayſtenat al way ſtonde in feruent 
del pꝛe ot vertue:noꝛ in thehyghe degre ol con 


t aboue al thinges to inquyꝛe and folowe thy wyll 


Parte; 
templacion / but it is nedefultotheſomtymetfo2 the 
kyꝛſtecoꝛruption ot mankynde todeſcendeto low⸗ 
erthynges: and to berethe burden okthis coꝛrupty 
blelyfe wyth tedioulnes and agaynſtthy wyll fo? 
as longe asthou bereſt thy moꝛtalbody thou (halt 
kele werynes and heuynes ofthy herte. thou muſte 
therfoze whyles thou lyueſt in this moꝛtal Iyfe oft 
moꝛne ⁊ ſoꝛowe ofthe burden and contradiccyd of 
thy body to thy ſoulefoꝛ that thou may nat cõtinu 
ally and without ceſſingegiuehede a cleueto ſpũal 
ſtudyes and to godly 2teplacion.Thenit is expedy 
ent tothe to lle to lowe and out warde warkes and 
to take thy recreacyon in the exercyſe of gode dedys 
ct lo to abyde fermly my cõminge and heuenly vili⸗ 
lacion / and with that pacientlye to ſufter exyle and 
dꝛyneſſe okmynde:vnto that Jvylytthe agayne d 
delyuer thekrom alftepyouſnes.fo2 I ſhallemake 
the foꝛgete al ſuche andyes t labours c to toy in in⸗ 
warde quyetacion ofſoule. I chal lay afozethecon- 
ſolaciõs of ſcrypturethat with giad hert thou may 
begyn to walke in my cõmaũdemẽtes #{ay:thepet 
nes and paſſios ofthis woꝛld be nat wozthy to the 
gloʒy ofheuẽ. the whiche ſhalbe manyfeſtedelhew 
ed in vs aſter this lyfe. ¶ The. vii. chapter A man 
ſhulde nat reputehym ſelfe woꝛthy to haue cöſola⸗ 
cyon / but rather woꝛthy indignacion fange. 


Oe Jam nat worthy to haue thy conſola⸗ 
tion no! any ſpiritual viſitacion and therfoze 
thou godelozdedoſteno thinge agayneryghtwyl- 
nes, whan thou leueſt me in penurygnede/ and de⸗ 


bh Thethyꝛde 
kolation. i A myght vet out fro meteris ot contritl 
on tothe ly mylitude ok the ſeyet am Inat woꝛthy 
thy conſolacyon, Jam nat woꝛthy but to be ſcour 
ged and punyſched. J haue ſogreuoully: and ma⸗ 
nyfoldely ſynned:and offendede the. in trouthe J 
am nat woꝛthy thy leſte conlolacyon. But thou go 
de loꝛde benigne a mercitulthat wyll nat thy Wer 
kesſhuldeperyſſhetoſhewetheryches of thy excel 
lent godenes into the veſlelofthy mercy, ye/wyth- 
out my pper meryte. thou withlauetoconfozt me 
thy ſeruaunt aboue al mannes meſure,Fo2 thycon 
folacions be nat akter maunes fables. what haue 
done my goode loꝛdethat thou ſhulde giue me any 
celeſtial conſolacion. Foꝛ Iknowe nat that Jhaue 
done any gode. but al way pꝛoneto vyte and llowe 
to amende me. trewe it is that Jſay Ican nat ſay 
nay.if I ſhulde any otherwyle lay thou chulde ſtã 
de agayne me / and no man ſhuldedefendemeagay 
ne the. what haue J debued foꝛ my ſynnes but hell 
and kyꝛe eternall. In trouthe Jconfeſſethat Jam 
worthy all derylion and contempte. it lemethe me 
nat to dwel amonge deuout perſons. and thoughe 
Jhereſuchethinges impaciently: yet Thal Jlay: + 
repzouemy lynnes againe me. That I mãpthe lo 
ner opteyne thy mercy. What maye I lay that am 
ſogylty and ful of al tonfulion. J haue no thing to 
lay but only this woꝛde. Loꝛde god J haue euel in 
tlynations:and greuoully haue ſynned. Hauemer 
ty on me cfoꝛgyue me I beſekethe. Suffer me aly 
tel that Imap ſoꝛowe c bewalle my lines afozeJ 
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paſſehens vnto thecountrey ok darkenes! touered 
with thedarkenes ofdeth.jand whatdoſtthouaſk 
moſt ofa wretched ſynner;but that hebeſo2zovvful 
t made meke ofhis{ynnes, in very contrichn / and 
humpyliacõn of mãnys herte:is very hope ot foꝛgy⸗ 
ueneſſe · Wanys conſciens ſo troubled with contri 
cyon is reconſyled to god. Allo grace loſt by ſynne: 
is repared:and therby man is defended kro the wꝛa 
che ofgod / and there meteth togeder in holy kyſſpn 
gethalſyngeof god almygty e the penytent ſoule. 
The humble 2tricõn oklynners is an acceptable ſa 
crykitce to the good loꝛde:gyuynge a moꝛel wtete o⸗ 
dour vnto thy goodnes thanne incenſeby kyer. it is 
alſo the pᷣcious a acceptable oyntmẽt that thou go⸗ 
deloꝛde wolde to be mynyſtred tothy kete. foꝛ thou 
neuer dyd ne doſt deſpile but gladly receyueſt vnto 
thy grace a2tryte æ an hůble herte. there is the pla⸗ 
te ot rekuge fro the face ol wrathe olthe enemy. the⸗ 
re is clenſed # amẽdyd what ſo euer fylthe is other⸗ 
wWyledone. ¶ The l vii chaß. Graceis nat myxt w 
th folkethat delyteth in erthely thynges. 2 
On my grace is a pciousthynge.it wol nat be 
myrt with ſtraũge thynges noꝛ wyth erthely 
tonſolacõns. thou mult therfoze auoyde froothe al 
the ipedymentis ok grace it thou wilt receyueit.aſk 
a ſecrete place to thyꝛtemplacõn.loue to dwel with 
thy ſelk alone. eke nat veyne lpekynge with other. 
but rather be thou occupyed with deuout pꝛaper to 
god that thou may haue a cõpũcte mynde c a pure 
2lcience,ſe thou accompt al the wozlde of iytelpaicez 
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CTCchethpwe 
inthy eſtymacdn. and afoꝛe al woaldly thynges pꝛe 

karre thou the honour a meditacon of god. foꝛ thou 
mayſtlouyngly thynke on me. à with that delyte ĩ 
woꝛldly « tzanſitozy thinges. thou muſt ſepat and 
withdꝛawethy ſelf fro the knowlege c dere frẽdys 
t thy mynde kro al bodily ſolace, as ſaynt peter the 
apoſtyltoũceyleth in his epyſtil. al criſten folke that 
they as ſtraungers & pylgrymes ab ſteyne from alk 
 fuchefleſſhly and woꝛldlythynges oꝛ pleaſures. O 

What ure paſſinge truſt chal he haue in his decel 
le. that is nat than ouercome with any woldly al⸗ 
feccõn. but hath his hert ſadly fixte igod almyghty 
cer loled kro al erthely thynges. A beſtly man know- 

eth nat the fredome of mannys loulc. vet it he d eſy⸗ 
eto be ſpiritual.he muſt refuſe as wel his nye lren 
dps: as ſuche as be far fro hym inconſangupnyte; 
and allo he muſt be moſt Ware okhym elt. ik man 
pfkitely ouercome hym elf. he c hal the lonerſubdue 
bther ennempes tohym. Perkyte victozy is a man 
to ouercome lirſt hym ſelf. Hethat holdeth hymſelf 
ſubiecte ſothat ſenſualpte obey to reaſon / and rea⸗ 
ſonobey to god in al thynges. Suchea man is the 
| verycoquerourofhym lelke and loꝛde ok the woꝛld 
klo bethat thou fully deſy2etoatteyne that degre / 
and height: thou muſt manly enfoꝛzſe thy ſelfe and 
begynne and toput thyne axe to therote ot thy fot 

le. ſo that thou may plucke vp by the rotys and de 
ſtroy the hydde a the inozdynate inclynacõn to thy 
lelſe æ and to al pꝛyuate c woꝛldly goodis . okth ys 

vyce that a man louethehym too ino2dynatlyeall 


Parte 
that is ylt in man an Which louether 
fozeifitbe onercom we chal haue ꝛſequẽtiy ĩvs gꝛet 
peas and tranquyllyte. But foꝛ as moche as fewe 
kolke laboureth to dye to them ſelfe. that is to ſay. 
to moꝛtifieſuchetraryoulnes in them ſelfe. noꝛgo 
eth nat oute ofthemſelfe by contemplacõn oꝛ ercer- 


moſt al cometh 


cyſeofvertue.therfoze they lye wrappedinthemſel 
fee may natbelyft aboue them ſelfe ſpiiallyinſou 
le. But hethat delireth frely to walke with me. It 
is nedeful that he moꝛtyfiein hym ſelf al vll inoꝛ⸗ 
dynate affeccõns.ſo that he do nat iclyne ne cleueto 
any creature by pꝛyuate loue ot ꝛcupiſcẽs. ¶ The 
lir chap, Ol dyuers monynges ok nature c grace. 
Pn ſethou gyue hede dyligently vnto themo 
uynges oknature ct grace: foꝛ their moupnges 
be very ſubtyl a ꝛtraryous / # ſcarſely they may be 
ꝑteyued but ifa man be inwardiy illumyned. Eue⸗ 
ry man loueth a delireth that thynge that is / oꝛ ſe⸗ 
meth good. and euery man ßtendeth in his wozdis 
ct laynges ſome goodnes. And therkoze many be de 
teyued vnder theptens / al imylitudeofgoodneſſe/ 
Nature is wyly & thertoꝛe it draweth ſnareth and 
deſceyueth many weys. it hathe euer it ſelffo2 his 
ende. but grace walketh and maketheman Walke 
ſymple wythoute colour oz deceyte. It maketh mã 
to veclyne and flekrom al vlk. It pꝛetendeth noſna 
rys of deceyte. and it maketheman do hys werkys 
al puerly fo: god. in whom allo he fynally doth reſt 
Nature doth dye ageynſt his wyl he Wol nat glav 
ly beoppꝛeſlyd oꝛ ouercome.nehe Wol gladiybeo⸗ 


 (Thethy2:de 
bedient oz ſubdued vnder other but with violence, 
Grace doth thecontrary: fozit maketh man to ſto⸗ 
dy to moꝛtyfy hymſelfe,Alſolt reſyſteth to ſenſua 
lyte c ſo bꝛydelethe hir that ſhe rebelle nat. Grace 
maketh a man to beſubiecteto other. It makethe 
hym to delyꝛe to be ouercome. It Wylle nat ſuffer: 
man to vlehis owne liberte. It makethe man too 
wyl to be euer vnder dilcyplyne. It maketheman 
nat tocouepte domynacion vpon other but al way 
to betolyue t ſtande vnder god. # foꝛ god tobowe 
hiibly toenery man. Nature laboureth æ ſtudyethe 
euer to ⁊ foꝛ his owne pfite# gyueth hede what lu 
cre auauntage he map gete by other. but gꝛace at 
tendeth nat to his owne ꝓkyte: but rather he atten 
deth what is gode c ꝓkytable to many. Hature de 
ſyꝛeth gladly honoure & reuerente / æ grace gyuethe 
al honour and gloꝛy feythfully to god. Nature dre 
deth atuſion c ⁊tempt.and grace iopeth toſuff2eco 
tynuely repꝛeues / c toꝛment fo2 the name ot᷑ Jeſu. 
Mature loueth ydelnes and bodyly reſt. and grace 
can nat be ydel: but ſeketh gladly ſome pꝛokytable 
labour. Mature ſeketh fayꝛe thynges and curyous 
and aboꝛreth vylethynges and gros. And gracede 
liteth ĩ lymple c humble thinges: it deſpiſethe nat 
hardethyngesno? to beidued with oldegarmetis 
Mature beholdeth tepozal thynges / and ioy ethe at 
erthely lucres. It is heuy at harme and anoneipa- 
tieut wrath ful at an iiurioꝰ woꝛde:but gracebe⸗ 
holdeth thinges ernal it doth nat iclyne necleue too 
tẽ pal thinges: wherkoꝛe it is nat troubled in loſſe of 
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Parte 

Wouldly goodes: nevered at Chatpeand hardewoz 
des foꝛ hehath put his trelour d ioy in heuen wher 
w thinge may peryſſhe. Nature is couetous and it 
ſoner a gladlyer receyueth than gyueth. Alſo it lo⸗ 
ueth pꝛopfꝛte ⁊ pꝛiuatethinge:but grate is pyteous 
and large to the poꝛe and nedy. it eſcheweth ſyngu 
larite.it iscontent wyth fewe thiges. and it iugeth 
that it is better and moꝛe blyſſed to gyue than take 
Nature inclyneth a man tothe loue okcreatures as 
to his ownebody:to vayneſyghteand mouynges 
and to uche other thynges. but grace dꝛawethe to 
god # to vertues / it foꝛſaketh the woꝛlde ccreatuꝛs 
therof with al vanytes. it hateth carnal del yꝛes xit 
reſtreineth waueryng oꝛ wand inge about a it ma 
keth man aſſhamed to bein open place. Nature ha⸗ 
th lone out warde ſolace wherin his ſenlys delyte. 
grace ſeketh ſolate in god only. andit delyteth in ce⸗ 
leſtyal thynges aboue thynges vilyble Nature mo 
ueth man to do all his dedes and warkes fo2 pper 
auayleit wyl do no thinge krely but truſteth foꝛ his 
gode dede eyther as gode a dede oꝛa better oꝛ at the 
fauour oꝛ laudeot᷑man.therfoꝛeit ſetteth moch by 
them bethey neuer lo exyle. But grace leketh nat a 
ny tempoꝛalthynge:noꝛ it alketh none other thing 
but god allon foꝛ rewarde:noꝛ it aſketh no moꝛe of 
tempoꝛall thinges / but that he maye by thehelpe of 
them coꝛmneto thinges eternal: Matureiopeth ofthe 
multitude ofcarnalfrendesx kynnes folkehehath 
p:ideofnoblekin o2ofthenobleplacethatheis boz 


nei/itgladdeth tobe wyth myghty men & wythe 


The thy2de 
his peris But gratemaketh man to loue his enemi 
esꝛnoꝛ heis natpꝛoude ofthe multytudeok rendes 
neit reputeth nat nobilite ofkrendes oz ofplace that 
hecometh ok:but if moꝛe vertuebetherethan with 
other it fauoureth moꝛethepoꝛethan the rych it ha 
th loner compaſſiõ vpõ an inocent than vpon a my 
ghty man. it ioyeth euer ĩ trouth «nat in falchede: 
ct it exoꝛteth gode folke to encreaſe ot vertue & gode⸗ 
nes tt to be aſſimilateto the ſon o god by vertue / na 
ture ſonecomplaineth ofdefaut oꝛheupnes that he 
ſuffreth. But graceluftreth paciently al euylles.na 
ture maketh al thinges bowe to hym: it kyghtethe 
_ fo2hymſelfexrep2oueth:but grace rekerreth al his 

cauſeto god. it makethe man to aſcrybe no goodes 
that hehath to hym ſelfe:buttogod only ot whom 
al godenes cometh oꝛiginally. it maketh ma hüble 
& nat to boſte hi ſelfeßlũptuoully it ſtriuis nat no 
pkerreth nat his reaſon oz ſentencebyfoꝛe another. 
but ienery cauſe oꝛ fotune heſubmptteth him [elf 
tothe eternal wyledome a iugement of god. Matu 
re deſyꝛeth to knowe c to here nouelties. he wyl al⸗ 
ſo apere foꝛth warde and haue the ſyght and expert 
ens okmanythynges by his outwardelenſes.he de 
| fy:ethtodoſuchthynges that laude and gret pꝛay 
lynnecometh ok. But grace doth nat deſyze to kno⸗ 
ůnd perceyue newe oz curyous thynges:oꝛ all ſu⸗ 

che vayne dely1es cometh ol the oldecoꝛrupcvon of 
ſyune:ſythe no newe thinge and durable is vpõ er⸗ 
the. grate techeth the ſenles ol man foꝛ to conſtrain 

and let the vayneplealourotman. and to eſchewe 
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Parte 

al dutwarde auauntage:a to hydemekely ſuch thi 
ges as be laudablec maruelous in hym: c to ſeche 
thelaude and honoure of god c a pfytable frutful- 
nes ok euery thinge a cũnyngethat mã hath. it wyr 
nat that man cõmẽdehymlelke / ne exalt his vertue 
but it wyl that god be bliſſed in his gyftes:the wht 
ch gyuyth euery thinge after his krecharyte t wy⸗ 
thout our deleruinges. This is a ſupernutural ly- 
ght and a ſpecyall gykt of god t it is a pꝛoper ligne 
and token ol elect: and choſen ꝑſones a an ernes of 
euerlaſtingeſaluaciõ: which lyftethe vp man from 
theleerthly thiges to louethiges celeſtial c it make 
th a ſpñal ꝑſon ofa carnall. The moꝛe therfoꝛthat 
natureis ouercome the moꝛe grate is vette ito man 
and dayly is inwarde man that is to ſayethe ſoule 
vilited c renewed with in warde grates x vikitacy- 
on after the mage of god. ¶ The. lx. chapt᷑.Ofthe 
coꝛruprion ot nature and the woꝛkynge ol grace. 
_ I Ozdegod that haſt made meto thy ymage a 

lypykenes:graunt me thy grace:the whyche as 
thou haſt afoʒe ſhewed / is lo gret #neceſlary to my 


ſaluaciõ that I may therby vainquyſſhe my right 


bad naturethat dꝛaweth metoſynne a ꝑdiciõ Ife 
le in my klelſhe a lawe oflynnethat impugneth the 
lawe of my mynde and maketh methꝛal to ſynne: 
to obey to ſenlualite in manythynges noꝛ J may 


nat reſyſt the paſſions oz moctons therof.butifthy 


holygraceinfounded ardently to my hert allyſt me 
Thy great a abũdaunt grace is nedeful to me that 
naturetherby may be ouercomei mewhyche is als 


Thethyzpde 
weyp2onetoylk appetyte# thought: foꝛ that natu 
relynyally deſcendige fro our firſt fader Adamito 
his ſucceſſion afterthat it was viciat x defoyled by 
his lynne the peynetherofdeſcendiditoeuery man 
ſothat that nature the whiche was gode / a right⸗ 
wis whan it was madeok the goodeloꝛde:is nowe 
fo: the vylite a inkyꝛmpte therof lo coꝛruptmã that 
the mouynge okit left to mã. dꝛaweth euer to vll / c 
lowethynges. hye a heuenly thynyes left. Fozthe 
lytel vertue a ſtrength ol that nature the whych re 
mapneth:there is as who laith a lytel ſparke ot fy⸗ 
ke wrappyd and hid in aſſhes · his is thenatural 
reaſon otf man belappyd wyth greate darknes. vit 
hauynge diſcrecõn ok gode x vll / of truth a falſneſſe 


noꝛ may nat vle vit the kul lyght oftruthe / noz hys 
affeccõns heith fully. wherkoꝛe it foloweth godeloz⸗ 
dethat Jdelyte in thy lawe alter myne inwarde 
man knowyngethy cõmaundeinent to be goode / 
rightwys and holy. arguynge alſo / and fyndynge 
al vll c lynne to be exchued a fled. And vit in myne 
outwarde man: thatis to ſay my body J doſerue 
to the lawe o ſynne: whyles J obey moꝛeto ſenſu 
alitethan to reaſon in his mocions, wherofcometh 
that I wol that: which is gode. but Jam ol vnpo 
wer to pfourmeit Jpuzpos imy mynde okt tymes 
many gode dedys oꝛ werkis. but fo: that grace wa 
teth that ſhuld helpe my inlirmyte a febünes. ther⸗ 
foze I go aſyde & ceſſe ot᷑ gode doynge. foꝛ alitel re⸗ 


thoughe it be vnable to * that he appꝛoueth 


Wär de atem that thoughe Jknoive the 
i 


Parte 
wey ofperfetcyon/ and howe J owe to do: pit Ja | 
rylenatby deuocõn ofſoule to ſuchepfytnes J am. 


ſo oppꝛeſſyd and lettyv by my dull a coꝛrupt body 
thy grace goode loꝛde is to me therageyne kul netel 
ſary to begynne goodneſſe and to pꝛoukyte therin a 
to kinyſſhe the lame inperfyteneſle: Foz Wythoute 
that grace I can no thynge do. and With the helpe 
ofit I may do al thynges neceſſary to me. O thou 
heuenly grate wythoiite the whych no man maye 
be of any meryte oꝛ valdur befoꝛe god. noꝛ any na⸗ 
tural gykt is p:ofytableneythercraftes ne rycheſſe 
neyther beautye ne ſtrength: wytte oꝛ eloquentebe 
any thynge woꝛthe beroꝛe the gode loꝛde and grace 
wante. Foꝛ gyftes of nature be gyuenindifferently- 
to goode folke + vll. but thegyftof electeand goode 
pſones is grate and loue oꝛcharite wherby they be 
nobyl x made woꝛthy euerlaſtynge lyke: that grace 
is of ſuch woꝛthynes that wythoute it. neyther the 
gyft of ꝓphelye / nethe woꝛkynge ok myꝛacles and 
lignes noꝛ hye ſpeculacõn oꝛ cũnpnge auaileth any 
thynge. Alſo neyther keyth ne hope / noꝛ other ver- 
tues be accept ot god without grace and charyte O 
thou bleſſyd grate that makeſt hym that is poꝛein 
loule rythe in vertues: and hym that is meke abun 
daunt ok goodes ſpũal.coine and delcende in me. re 
plenyſſhe me ſone wyth thy conſolacyon . that my . 
foule fayle nat foꝛ Weryneſſe / « dzyeneſſeofmynde | 
I beſeche the goode loꝛde that Jmay kynde grate 
E mercy in thy light: foꝛ thy grate is ynough tome: 
if other thynges wante that nature aſkethe, Je 


ethy2de 


That grace is my ſtrength fo2 it gyueth counkells 


ſugementes and wyſedom vpon alle wyfemen. It 


is themayſtresof trouth andthetecharofdylciply 


nethelyght oftheſoule the conkoꝛt ofp:eſſuresthe 


chaſer away ofheuynes.the auoyder ofd2ede; the 
noꝛys ofdeuocyvon thebꝛinger foꝛth ofteres . what 
am without grace but as a dꝛyetre without mot 
ſture ⁊ an vn ꝓfitableſtocke to ſpũal beledige wher 


koꝛe Ipꝛay the godeloꝛde that thy grate may euer 
puent me: and make mebyſely gyuen to gode woꝛ 
kes by the helpe ok cryſte Jeſu. 


lowe Cryſte with ourecroſſe. 
1 Pnas kar as thou may toꝛlake q leue thy [ alte 
ſo moche moꝛe thou ſhalt may paſſe into me; 


Foꝛ lyke as thein warde peas ok mannes ſouleisto 


deſyzenothynge wythoutfozthloa manfozlakyn 
gehymſelfeinwardlyconioyneth hym to god ;J 
wylrthat thou lerne to foꝛſake oꝛ denye thy 1 elfe ꝑ 
kytely in my wil with al contradiccyon oz cõplaint 
folowe thou mefozJamthe way. Jam trouth « 


lpfe. wythoute Wayenoo man may goo: andwy⸗ 


thout trouthethereisno knowlege. And without 


lyte no mã may lyue J am the way that thou owe 


to folow / trouth to whom thou owe to giuecredẽs 
d am lykethat thou oweto hope ĩ tohaue J am the 


Jbev vered /o2 troubled wyth many trybulacyons 
Ichal dꝛedenone yr whylethy graceis wytheme; - 


— hymthat hath it. It hath power vpon alle 


¶ The. ixi.chapter we owe to foꝛl ake ourſ ſelfe E fo ; 


way vnmeuable e moſteryght Jam trouth inkal⸗ 


any woꝛdes. if thou wylt be my diſcipledenye@foz 
lake thy ſelfeand folowemeifthou wylt beperfite 
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Parte 

lyble & molte hye. am lyle without ende intreat 
in the Whych ſtondeththe very lyke a blyſſe of ſpy⸗ 
rytes and bleſſyd ſoules. If thou abydein my way 
thou ſhait knowe the very trouth and trouth ſhal 
delyuer the. and thou ſhalt fynally come to euerla⸗ 
ſtynge lyfe. Jfthou wylt come to that lyfeas it is 
wryten thou muſt obleruemy commaundemttes 
If thou haueknowlegeoftrouth truſt to me / c to 


lel al that thou haſt#giueit to the poꝛe lolke ik thou 
wyl poſſeſſe euerlaſtinge lyle deſpyſe this plent lyfe 
Ik thou wylt be auaũced in heuen hüblethe herein 
this woꝛlde. Ifthou wylt reigne wyth mein heuẽ 
bere thy troſſe here wyth mein erthe. Foꝛ onely the 
ſeruaũtes of the croſſe fyndeth verely the way ok ly 
ght æ eternal blyſſe. L oꝛde iheſu foꝛ aſmoche as thy 
way is the way of ſtraitnes 4 ol hardes the whych 
is odious to woꝛldly folke. therfoꝛe J beleke the to 
gyue me wythe the contempt ok the woꝛldethat A 
may hateit verely as thou dyd. It is nat acoꝛdyng 
that a ſeruaũt bepferred aloꝛe his loꝛde:ne a diſcy⸗ 
ple aboue his mayſter. Thy ſeruaunt therkozeowe 
tobe exercyſed in thy wayes foꝛ theri is helth k ve⸗ 
ry holines. what euer J rede oꝛ here beſydeit J am 
nat refreſſhed:ne J take nat fulk dilectacion therby 
Son koꝛ that thou haſt red # knoweſt thelethiges 
happy art thou / and thou ſhalt bebleſſidifthouful 
kyl them: it is wryten he that hath my cõmaũdemẽ 
tes in mynde and exetuteth theym in his ronuerſa 


_ . Thethy2de 1 

tion he is he that loueth me and IJ chall loue hym a 
ſhallſhewex open my ſelte to hym c ſhall doo 
hym tolyt with me in the kyngddõ ok my fad Gode 
loꝛd as thou haſtſaide c ꝓmiſed ſo beit done to me 
IJ haue takethe croſſe of thy hande J ſhal bereit by 
thy helpe a grace as thou laide it vpon me whyles 
I lpue foꝛ truly thelyfe oka goode man is the croſſe 
or penaũce. the whych is the very weyto paradyle. 
the which wey J with other haue begöne. it is nat 
leful to go backe c to leue it. Haue doo bꝛethern goo 
we togeder the wey begon. Jeſusbe with vs. Foz 
his loue Wetake vpon vs this cꝛoſſe of hardneſſe / x 

therkoꝛe late vs abidetherin foꝛ his ſake: foꝛ he ſhal 
be our helꝑ that is our leder. beholde our kige goth 
befoze vs. heſhal feight fo2 vs:folow§ wehym ſtron 
gely: drede we nopyls. be weredy to dye with hi 
goſtly i the bataile of vices and hardnes, nelate vs 
nat fle from ſuche exercyle that we conkounde nat 
bur lelſe.¶ The lxii.c. A man ſhulde nat bediſcom 
fo:ted whan he kalleth in any adnerlyte oꝛ defaute, 
On paciens ⁊ humplite in aduerlitees dothe 
pleaſe me meoꝛe than moch conlolacton / and 

deuocion in pꝛoſperite had. why art thou heuy at a 
lytell woꝛde / 02 dede done oꝛ layde ageyne the. It 
moꝛe had be ſayd / oꝛ done to the: thou oughteſt nat 
to hauebe moued at it. Butlateit nowe otter paſſe 
This thyngethat thou haſt ſuff2ed is nat the firſt 
non ſhall bethe laſt trouble oꝛ euyl that thou ſhalt 
luſfreifthoulyue, Thou art ſtronge and mantul! 


Parte 

ynough where none aduerlyte is reſiſtyngeageyn 
the. thou doſt welecounſeylex tan wel ſtrengtheo- 
ther with thy woꝛdes. But whan ſodeyn tribula⸗ 
cion cometh to thy doꝛe / thou fayleſt than bothe in 
. counſeylex ſtrength. Gyue hedeto thy great kreilte 
the whichethou haſt experience okin lytel thynges 
boblect ageynſt the. And foꝛ thy helthe whanſuche 
thynges fall:lytt vp thy herte to our loꝛde as thou 
beſt can: iłit touchethe: vit lateit nat thꝛowe the 
downe nelonge vnbelappethe. Suffer luchthyn⸗ 
ges patcyentlyꝛitthou can nat gladly , And ifthou 
here nat gladly: ſuch but thou feliſt: ꝑpauentureidi 
gnacion in the:repꝛeſſe the within thy ſelf; luer 
none inoꝛdynate wozvepaſle from the: wherby o⸗ 
therſhuldebe ſclaundꝛed. A paſſyoun areyled in a 
man ſhal lone be apeſyd andinwardeſo2owelhalt 
be made lwete: it grace returne to man ageyne. vit 
Ilvue ſayth our loꝛde. I am redy to helpe the and 
to comtoꝛt the moꝛe than Jdyd befozeifthou wolt 
truſt vnto me x deuoutly cal vpon me. Be thou mo 
re quyete and pacientthan thou haſtben. It is nat 
loꝛ nought that thou art often tymes troubled and 
tempted greuoulſy:thou art a mant nat god. thou 
art a fleſſhly creature and none aungel. How may 
thou than thynke alwey to abide in one ſtate of ver 
tue: whanne that was nat graunted to aungelk in 
heuen: ne vnto the firſt man in paradyle:the which 
bothe fel and ſtode nat longe in the ſtate of ther cre⸗ 
acyon that they were create and ſettein. am he 
that arayſes theym thatſo2owen foz their lynnes / 


_  Thethyzde 
02 thatotherwyleſuffreth with pacyens aduerſy- 
te. J auaunce them that knowe their infirmyte: in 
tomy diuynyte. Loꝛde god thy holy woꝛde beblel 
ſyd: it is wetter to me than the hony coome, what 
ſchulde I do in many and greatetzybulacyons and 
angwyſlhes. were nat that thou comfoztedme wy 
th thy holy and lwete woꝛdes: whyles I hal com 
to the pooꝛt ofhelthe euerlaſtynge by pacyent luf⸗ 


fraunce ot aduerlftees, what nedeth mekoꝛce what 


and howe greate / oꝛ many trybulacyons J ſuffer; 
Graunte me gode loꝛde J beleche the goode ende e 
an happy paſſynge from this woꝛlde. Haue mynde 
of me goodeloꝛde and dyꝛecte my lyke and mei the 
wey ok rightwyl nelle to come tothy kyngdome. 


¶ Thelxiichaß. Howe a man chuld nat ſerchehte 
thynges:neſeke auentures thewhich god woꝛche⸗ 


th here in his hyd iugement. 


On bewarethat thou deſputenat ofhyema- 


ters / oꝛ of the hyd iugementis of god / as Why 
this man is dampned oꝛ foꝛlake / and he lykte vp to 


che other. and this other man lo greatly auaunſyd 
to rycheſſe and dignytees. Theſe thynges wyth lu 
the other excedeth al mannys conlideracion oꝛ kno 
welege: foꝛ no mannys reaſon oz diſputacion may 
ſerche oꝛ compayſetheiugementis of god. Therfoz 


whan thyn ennemy lufkreth temptacyon to the in 


any ſuch thynges:oꝛ ik other curious pſonesinquy 
rethe uche knowlege ol the:anl were ageyne vnto 


ſo greate and hye grace. Alſo why this man is ſoo 
greatly punyſſhed wyth Sekenelle / pouerte / and 
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_ theymethisſayngeofthepzophete. Thou alwaye 
bleſſyd loꝛde art everrightwyſeand thy domys ar 


haue dꝛawen theyme to meby my mercy, J haue 


alwayetrnea rightwyle. And alſo this ſayngeof 
theſamepꝛophete. The iugementes of our loꝛde ar 
trewe a iuſtified iu them ſelfe. My iugementes lay⸗ 
th our loꝛde ar to be dꝛed and nat to be diſcuſſed by 
manues reaſon. Foꝛ no mannes reaſon may cõpꝛy 
letheyme. Allo thou ſhalt nat inquyꝛe and deſpute 
ofthe merytes of layntes Whyche ar hyer in meꝛy⸗ 
tes oꝛblyſſe. Suche vayne belynes gendzeth deba⸗ 
tes and ſtryues / they allo nozyſſhep2yde and vayn 
gloꝛve.alſo enuy aryſeth oftheſame whyles he his 


ſaynt:and anoder his labourech to pꝛelerre. To de⸗ 


ſvꝛe / to knoweoꝛ to ſerche ſuche thynges is but va⸗ 
nyte without al frute; and it diſplealethe the layn⸗ 
tes luche opynion. Foꝛ J am nat god of dilcencyon 
but of vnyte and peale:the which peas is foũde mo 
rein true humpliacyon oł᷑ man / than in his eraltaci 
on. Som man hathe moꝛe deuocion to this ſaynte 
and ſome to other layntes / but that is moze of deuo 
cyon ol mannes affeccion than ot godly o2 goſtelye 
zele oꝛ lone. I am he that made al layntes. J gaue 
them grace and J haue receyued them to my glozy 
euer knewe any mannes merites puenting them 
ith my lwetebleſſynges. Jhaue knowenbefoze 
my louers & cholen leruauntesfromthebegynnig 
Whome J haue elect & called by my grate krom the 
repꝛobate and dampnable auerſacion of the wold 
ly peple. I haue cholen theym e nat they me and J 


| The thyꝛde 

led them in temptaclons:and ſauely bꝛought them 

oute therof. I haue velyted them with many and 
' great ꝛlolacõns. J haue gyuen them pleueraunce 
in goodnes / and J haue crowned their pacyens. 
knowe the kirſt man and the laſt that chall be / and 
ſo of euery other thynge. Ihalſe all my cholen ſer⸗ 
uauntis with ineſtymableloue. J am to be loued i 
al my ſayntes ⁊ tobe honoured + bleſlydoucr al in 


_ echeofthem:tye whiche J haue ſo glozioully mag 


nykied and pᷣdeſtynde withoute any merytes goyn 
geafoꝛe of their ꝑtie. He therkoꝛe that delpiletheone 
or my leſt ſayntis oz electe pſones the wozthippeth 
nat the moſt: foꝛ I made both ſmal andgreat.and 
hethat blaſphemeth detracteth / oꝛ delſpꝛayſeth any 
laynt / detracteth me / and al my fayntis in heuen. 
Al they be one by the bonde okcharyte. al they con- 
ſyder and fele one thynge. they wol one thynge. x 
eche ol theym loueth other. and that is mote they lo 
ue me aboue them ſelte / and ther owne merptes:foꝛ 
they be rapte often aboue them ſelfe: #drawen out 


loue in the which loue they reſt by entyer fruycyon 
t gladneſſe. o thynge may chaũge oꝛ depſlethem 
Foꝛ they be ful ot eternal truth / and they bꝛenne in 
ſoule with the arddoure ofinextynguyble charyte, 


Such folke asbecarnalfceſſe to ſpeke oꝛ telle ofthe” 


ſtate and gloꝛy ol ſayntis: foꝛ they can nat but loue 


pꝛyuate ioy. They do awey and put to as they fa⸗ 


uour / and nat afterthe pleaſureofthe hyetrutheof 
dur loꝛde cryſtieſu. In many _—_ Ignozaunce 


other ꝓper loue and gyueth them hooly vnto my 


| Parte, 
but moſt in them that hanelytel vnderſtandynge / 
and therfoꝛe they ſeldomeloueany plone perkyptly / 
oꝛ goſtly. Many men be dꝛawen hy naturel affecci 
on d louenowe to this ſaynt oꝛ man: nowetothat 
dc ſõmeto this. ſõme too that. Ind as they behaue 
them in theſe erthely thynges here: ſo they ymagen 
to be ofheuenly thynges. But greate difkezence is 
betwyrt thethynges that imperfyte kolke do yma 
gyn oꝛconſyder. and theſe thynges thatdeuoute c 
illumyned perſones ſeeth by heuenly flluracyon* 
therfozeſon beware too treate vpon ſuchethynges 
curyouſly that excedeth thy knowlege. but labour 
thou rather / and indeuour thy ſelfethatthoumay 
be loꝛted wyth theleſt oz loweſt that is ĩ heuen tho⸗ 
roughe the merytes ot good lyke. what auapletheit 
a man toknowe whyche ſaynt is mozewozthy in 
heuen than other. but ifhe woldehumblehym ſelf 
the moꝛe / oꝛ wolde gyue mozelaude and p2aylinge 
vnto god therfoze; He pleaſyth god moꝛethat thin 
kethebelily wyth repentaunce ok the greatneſſe / a 
grefe okhis ſynnes / and ofthe want of vertuethat 
he hath wherby he dyffrethe kꝛom the holyneſſe of 
ſayutis: than he that deſputeth of ther degre in he⸗ 
uen moꝛe oꝛ leſſe. Better it is a man wyth deuoute 
pꝛayers and wepynges to pꝛay ta ſayntes / & wyth 
humyliteoffoule to adquy2e and purchastheir hel 
pe: than to enqupꝛeby vayneinquyſicyon their le⸗ 
tretis. They be wel content euerpchone wyth hys 
ioy. Ikmen herelyuynge were content and wolde 
refraynetheir vayne lpekynge / and contencyon a⸗ 


The thyꝛde 
boutetheym. They haue no gloꝛy oꝛ exaltacyon in 
their owne meꝛytes. fo: they allygne no goodneſſe 
vnto them ſelfe: but to god alonly the whych hath 
gyuen them al thynges ok his inkynyte grace cha⸗ 
tyte. they be replenyſſhed with lo great loue of god 
and wyth ſo abundaunt « folowynge ioy ther vp⸗ 
on: that no glozy no? felytite may decreas / oꝛ fayle 
theym. All the layntys in heuen the hyer they be in 
glozy: che moꝛe humble / and lowe they be in theyr 
owneſight:and moꝛenere / and dere to mein loue⸗ 
It is wꝛetyn ĩ the apocalips that the ſayntis ĩ heuẽ 
of humblenes dyd lubmytte their crownes befooze 
god! and they fel in their faces befozethehublelam 
becryſt ieſu adhowryngeand worthippynge hymn 
as their lozde god euermoꝛe lyuynge wythoute en⸗ 
de. Many folkeenquy2ebeſily which laynt is mo⸗ 
re pꝛeterꝛed in theknigdomeofalmyghty god:that 
know nat ik therſelfe chal be woꝛthy to be accomp⸗ 
ted with theleſt ſaynt in that kyngedom. It is no 
lytel but a greatethynge and graceto bein theleeſt 
loꝛt in heuen. where al that be there ar greatly ma 
gnyfied or god. Foz al that be there be called and ar 
thechyldꝛen of god almyghty. whannethe apoſte⸗ 
les ok god queſtyoned amonge theym: Whycheof 
them chulde moꝛe pꝛekerred in thekyngdome okhe⸗ 
ten, They herde ageyne the anlweze ok our loꝛde⸗ 
But if vebe conuerted / and made meke / pure / and 
wythoute malyce as childꝛen be: yelhalk nat enter 
thekyngdomeokeuerlaſtingelyte. And hethat hi 


Qui 


—_— 
blet hym asthischyldethe is moꝛe woꝛthy ĩ theki⸗ 
gedom of heuen. wo beto them that dil daine to hũ 
ble them ſelfe wyth chyldzen:fo; they fo2 they2 pꝛe⸗ 
ſumpcion and pꝛyde ſhal natbeſuffred to enter the 
humble vate of heuen: the whycheadmytteth none 
buthumble and meke kolke. wo alſobe to ryche fol⸗ 
kethe whyche be ouercomen by inoꝛdynate loue ol 
theyꝛe ryches. Foz ſuche ryche kolke haue here their 
conſolacyons and toy, And thertoꝛe at the laſt poꝛe 
folke that be here humble okhert and content wyth 
theyzepoꝛedegreſhal enter into the gloꝛy ol god foz 
ſuchepenurpand hardnes wronges and otherilles 
as they haue ſuftred here lyuingein this valeofmy 
ſery⸗ where ryche folke lyuinge here in welthe ande 
pleaſour ſhalbechyt out wyth great ſoꝛowe and la 
mentacion:koꝛʒ that they haue loſte lo ineſtymable a 
ioy foꝛ a ſhoꝛt woꝛldly delectacyon that they hadde 
herelyuynge. Joy therloꝛe ye humble folke and al 
ſo poꝛe / foꝛ vel hal enherytethe euerlaſlinge ioy and 
kyngdom ok god / if ye lyue well here in this moztat 
lykr wyth perſeueraunce. 
(| The. lxiiii.chapter. All hope and truſt that man 
hath is to be fyxed in god allonly. 

| Owdegod what is my truſt that Jhaueithis 
lzpke: and what is my moſteſolace and cõ kot 
oral thingesviſyblethat Jſeunderheue,Jsitnat 
thou: whole mercy is inumerable.yesſothly.wha 
hath it be welk wyth me at any tyme without the; 
02 whan myght any vll hap oꝛ come to methe bein 
gepꝛeſent? Sothly neuer. I had leuer bepoze wy⸗ 


an 0 
- ththe:thantoberych wythoutthy pzeſens, Jhad 
leuer be a pylgrym here ĩ erth with thy pſens/than 
to poſſeſſe heuen without the. Foz where thou arte 
there is heuen and wherethou art nat there is deth 
and alſo hell. Thou art alł my delyꝛe and therfoze 
Ihaue nede to lamentto pꝛay and cryecontynual- 
ly after the. I may truſt fully in none but in thefoz 
there map be no helpe in caſes ofnede:butin the on⸗ 
ly my loꝛde god. Thou art my hope my truſt c my 
moſte kaythful conkoꝛzt and helpein al thynges. All 
other pſones feke theyꝛe ownep2ofyte and auaple: 
but thou allonly pᷣtendeſt and lekeſtmy ꝓkyte a hel 
the eternal. Allo thou tozneſt al thynges tomy wel 
yea and whan thou ſendeſt me troubles afflycciõs 
and temptacions al ſuche thou godeloꝛde oꝛdeineſt 
foꝛ my wel and pꝛokyte. that by a thoulande Way⸗ 
es art Wont topꝛoue thy choſen and beloued buaũ 
tes: in whiche pꝛobacions thou art nat les tobepzat 
ſed:thanifthou had replenyſſed vs with heuẽly cõ⸗ 
ſolacions. In the godeloꝛde J put al my hope c ſo⸗ 
tour. I let al my tribulacions and anguyſſhe in the 
Foz al that Ibeholde and ſe without the Jhaue ꝓ 
ted it infy2me and vnſtable. The multytude ofcar 
nal frendes auapleth nat noꝛſtrongehelpers halle 
nat may helpe:ne wyleconlnlers may gyue any p 
fytvbleanſ wer oꝛ counſayle nełhe bokes ol doctou 
res may tonfoꝛt ne any p̃cious ſubſtaũte may dely⸗ 
tier krothyhonde ne any ſecrete place may dekende 
man: but itthou loꝛde god wylle aſſyſt helpe cõ koꝛt 
coũſeyleinſtruct and kepe hym Althiges that eme 
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fo: to beoꝛdeyned to mannes peaſe and felycite, It 
thou be abſent they be nat woꝛthe: ne they haue oꝛ 
gyue any true kelyciteto any creature Thou my loz 
de god therkoꝛe art the ende ol al godes. the hye lyfe 
of al the pꝛofounde ſpekyge ol al eloquens c themo 
ſte ſtronge hope and ſolaceofthy ſeruauntes. My 
iyen be intendingeinto the. I truſt fullyein the my 
loꝛde god fader of mercyes. Blyſſe and ſanctify my 
ſoule with heuenlybleſſynge: that it may be made 
thy holy tabernacle and dwellynge plate and theſe 
teokthy eternal gloꝛye. Mo thyngebe founde in me 
at any tyme that lhuldeoffendethy hye maieſte af; 
ter the gretnes ol thy godenes and thy manyfolde 
mercyesbeholdeme:and heregraciouſly thepꝛaier 
of me thy poꝛe leruaunt beyngeferreexyledi there 
gyon oftheſhadowe of deth; Defende/ and 2lerue 
theſouleof me thy ſeruaunt godeloꝛdewhyle Fla 
bour amongethe manyfoldeperylsofthis coꝛrup 
tyblelyfe;and dizect it by thy grace2tynuallyi this 
lyfe vnto the kynalk countreofeucrlaſiynge peas c 
claryte, Amen. 


¶ Here enderh thethy de boke ok Jhon Gerſon: 
Empꝛynted in London by Rycharde Pynlon. in 
Fleteſtrete at the Sygneofthe Geozge.at the com 
maundementand inſtaũte ot the ryght noble ex⸗ 
cellent Pꝛynces Margarete moderto our ſouerain 
loꝛde Kynge Henry the. vii. and Countelle ol Rych 
mount and Derby. The yere ok ourloꝛde. M. d. iu. 
The. xx vii. day of June... 5 
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kleſſhe koꝛ the lyle of the woꝛlde. Take and ete it fo2 it is my 


myblode: hel hall dwelle in me and J in hym. 


xpte ok helthe. 
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the cõmaũ⸗ 
—]dement ok the moſt excellent pꝛyn⸗ 
© ces Margarete:moder vntoourlo 
uerepne loꝛdekinge Henry the vii, 

12 Coũtes ot Richemoũt and Darbp 
rr Aud by the ſame Pꝛyntes it was 
| . {tranſlated outeoffrencheinto En- 
gliſſhe in fourmeand maner enlu⸗ 
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Ome tomeſaytheour mercyfull lozde/ all that labo⸗ 
reth and be charged / and J ſhallgyue vntoyou refer 
cyon. And the bꝛede that J Thall gyue vnto vou: I halbe my 


body that foꝛ vou ſhalbe gyuen in ſacrifice. Do ye this in re⸗ 
mebzaunce of me. Foz who lo eteth my klelſhe / and dzynketh 


¶ Theſe woꝛdes that J haue ſayde vnto vou be lyke & ſpy⸗ 


C In what great reuerence and keruent deſyꝛe we ought to 
recevue our loꝛde Jelu cryſt Capitulopzimo. 


des bekoꝛelayde be thy woꝛdes. Albeit they haue 
nat ben layde in one ſelfe tyme: noz weten i one 


. my loꝛde Jeſu cryſt eternall trouthe / theſe woz⸗ 


cſelle place. vet foꝛ vt they be thy woꝛdes J ought 
keythefully / # agreably to vnderſtande theym. They be thy 
woꝛdes / a thou haſt pferred them. And they benowe myne 
fo: thou haſt ſaide theym fo2 ny helthe: J wyll gladly recey 
ue thẽ ol thy mowth:to thende they may be the bette2z(owen 
t planted in my herte. Thy woꝛdes ol lo great pyte tull of lo 
ue / lwetnes d dileccion greatly excyteth me: but loꝛde my p- 
per ſynnes kereth # dꝛaweth backe my colcience/ nat pure to 
receyue ſo great a myſtery. The l wetnes of thy woꝛdes incy 
teth ct ꝓuob eth me: but the multytude of my ſynnes charge 
the dt ſoꝛe greueth me. Thou cõmaũdeſt that J ſhal come vn 
tothe feythkully: ik J wyll haue part with the tothe ende Þ 
may receyuc the noꝛyſſhinge of ĩmoꝛtalyte if I deſyre to op⸗ 
teyne the Joy and lyfe eternall. Thou layſt loꝛde come ve to 
me that labour a be charged / a J ſhall rekrelſhe vou. O howe 
ſwete ⁊ amvable a woꝛde is that in the Ere of a ſynner: that 
thou my loꝛde ⁊ my god lyſteth ol thy benynge grace tobyd 
me that am ſo poꝛe ⁊ haue ſo moche uede okthe holy comuny 
on of thy pꝛecyous body. O gode loꝛde what am J to pꝛelu⸗ 
me to delyze the:that the heuen / x erthe may nat cõpꝛehende 
c thou layſt come ve all to me. who aſketh wylleth this ri⸗ 
ght meke worthyneſſe / # am able biddynge. Yoweſhall J 
dare come vnto the: whiche kele nat that haue done any go 
de. Howe ſhall J enterteyne the into my hows? whiche lo of 
ten haue offended befoze thy glorious / c ryght benigne kate. 
Che aũgels / arkaũgels honour the: the holy / # iuſte creatu⸗ 
tes dꝛede the. a thou ſayſt gode loꝛde yet come ye all vnto me 
Lode who ſhulde byleue this thynge to be true: ikthy (elſe 
ſayde it nat. Ind who is he that durſte appꝛoche there vnto: 


* 


ik thou dydeſt nat cõmaunde it. Noe that luſt man laboured 
by an hundꝛeth vere to make the arke / to the ende he myght 
be laued wyth a kewe of hys people. Howe may A pꝛepayꝛe 
me than in an howre: to receyue the wyth d we reverence cõ⸗ 
polour and creatour of allthys woꝛlde. Woyles thy greate 
famylicr and ſpecial frende made tharke of tymber: nat coꝛ⸗ 
ruptible whiche he couered with right pure gold c pyt in the 
tables ołthe la we / a Ja coꝛrupt creature howe [hall ſnow? 
dare receyue the that art condytour of the Lawe / and gyuer 
of grace and lyke vnto all creatures, The right wyle Sala⸗ 
mon kynge of ſſracledifyed a ryche Temple to the pꝛailyn 
ge of thy name by the lpace of vij. ere / and by vii. dayes ha 
lowed the feeſt of the dedicacon of the lame / he offred a thou⸗ 
lande hoſtys to pacitye thy goodnes wyth / and put the arke 
of alyaunte in the place made redy foz the lame wyth the loi 
de of claryons/ and trumpettys. Howe dare J thancurled/ 
and right poꝛe amonges other czeaturesreceyuethe into my 
howle: whyche vnnethe can knowe that J haue wellpalled 
andenployed one howre of tyme / nouther to my knowlege 
that J haue deuoutly paſſed one halfehowre, Oo my god 
howe many haue there ben befoze me / that haue ſtudyed to 
do any thyngethat myght pleale the. Alas howe lytel thin⸗ 
ge is that I do / albeit the tyme is l hoꝛt. And yet whan Ide 
ſpole me to recevue thy holy cõmunyon / Jam but lolely ga⸗ 
dꝛed to gether and fullcoldly purged from all diſtraccions ol 
mynde. And certeynly nocogitacons vnpꝛokitable ought to 
come into the holy pzeſence ofthy deyte. Allo J ought nat to 
occupve ine wyth any creature; foꝛ I ſhall nat receyue an ad 
gel but the loꝛde ol aungels into the lecrete ot᷑ my herte. 
C Foz there is a greate Difference bytwene the Arke of 
alyaunce wyth his relyques / and thy right pure / and pꝛecy⸗ 
ous body with his vertues nat faylynge ; but euer moꝛe du⸗ 
rynge. ¶ And bytwene the lacrykyte of the pꝛekyguratyue 
lawe that was tocome / and the true hoſtyc ok thy pꝛecyous 
body that is thaccomplyſſhment ok all the olde lacrikice. 


| belongen/and he hym ſelfeſangetheym with gladnes / & of 


C wherfo:ethan ſhuldenat J be moze inflamed in thy ve⸗ 
netablepzeclence; and by mozeſolycitude pzepay2e metote- 
ceyuethe [acted and holy gyktes and benefytes ok the. In 
lo moche the holy auncyent patryarkes and pꝛophetes / kyn 
ges and pꝛynces with all the people: hathe ſhewed lo greate 
— towardes thyne honoure and dyuyne leruyte in ty 
me palled, en 

¶ The right deuout kynge Dauyd inclyned to the arke of 
god with all his ſtrength knowlegynge / # rem-b2ynge the 
benekytes done vnto his kaders: he made oꝛgayns ol diuers 
maners: ⁊ he compoled plalmes ⁊ inſtytute that they ſhuld 


ten tymes with the harpe ofthe holy gooſt. This kynge in⸗ 
ſpired with the grace of god: hath taught the people of Afra 
el to pꝛayſe god with all their hertes. blelſynge / honourynge 
ct pꝛechinge daily his holy name. It lo great deuocon and re 
membꝛaũce was done with dyuyne ſeruyce / #p2ayſynges 
bekoꝛe tharke ok his teſtament / howe great reuerence and de 
uotion ought we thanne to haue in the pꝛelence ofthe lacra⸗ 
ment / and in the ſumpcõön of the right ercellent body ok our 
loꝛde ieſu cryſt. Alſo all cryſten people vleto renne vnto dy⸗ 
uers places; foꝛ to vyſyte the relyques of ſayntes / and mer- 
ueyleth to here the maruelous dedys and werkys or theym 
(They beholde the great edykices / oz byldynges of temples / 
and kyſlesthe ſacrefyed bones of layntes w2apped i clothes 
of ſylke and golde. and thou my loꝛde god ſaynt of all ſayn⸗ 
tes; creature ot all thynges / loꝛde of all aũgels: thou art he⸗ 
te p2clent on this aulter befoze me. Often tymes the turyo⸗ 
lyteo? men and nouelties ok thynges nat lene be of lytel fru 
te and leſſe to be ſetby:pꝛyncipally where there is lo lyght re 
cours and great wauerynge wythoute any contrycõn. but 
my god thou art all pzeſent in thys bleſſyd lacrament of the 
auter very god and man telus cryſte / in the whyche the fru⸗ 
te eternall ofhelthe haboundeth and is percevued all the ty- 
mes that thou art woꝛthely receyued. And to this / here dꝛa⸗ 

all e 


weth nat any lightnes of ſenſuall curpolite: but ferme feith 
deuoute hope / and pure charyte. O god inuylible: creatour 
of all the woꝛlde. Bowe marueyloully doeſt thou wyth vs: 
howe leythkull doeſt thou wyth theym that purpoleth to re 
ceyue thy lelle in this bleſſyd lacrament. Certeynly it lur⸗ 
mounteth all vnderſtandyngeꝛ (t dꝛaweth lpecyally the her 
tes of deuoute people to deuocion and enbzaceth their affecci 
on. Foꝛ thy true and feithfull frendes that diſpoleth all ther 
lyke to amende theym: receyueth often great grace of deno 
tion and vertue ofthat mooſt woꝛthyeſt lacrament. O mar 
uelous hidde grace which the feythfull cryſten people of our 
loꝛde only knoweth. But the inkydels and lubgettys vnto 
ſynne may therok haue no experience. In that lacrament y* 
ſpirituall graces beconfermed;and the vertue that was loſt 
in the ſoule is repayꝛed: and beautye by lynne waſted/tisre 
couered. Somtyme this grace: thatoften wyth the pleny- 
tude of deuocyon gyuen: nat only vnto the thought: but al 
lo vntothe feble body the myght and ſtrengthe is augmen⸗ 
ted, wherkoꝛe it behoueth vs to haue loꝛo we and pyte of our 
ſlauth and neclygence that we be nat drawen with ſo great 
delire and affeccion to receyue our loꝛde ielu cryſt in whome 
is all hope / and the meryte oftheym that ought to be ſaued 
Fon he is our helth and redempcyon/ and the conſolacion of 
vyatours / and the eternall fruycion ot ſayntes. { Allo we 
ought to haue ſoꝛowe of that ſo many vnderſtandeth / laue⸗ 
reth / e reuerẽceth ſo lytell this holy ſacrament; which Joy⸗ 
eth the heuen / and kepeth all the wozlde , Alas thys blynd⸗ 
ges / and hardnes ofinennys hertys:that wyll nat conlidꝛe 
lo lyngler and ineſtymable a gylt as is gyuen vnto vs: but 

falleth toinaduertence by daily vlage. Foz ifthe lacrifyce of 
this holy ſacrament were done only but in one place / a but 
of one pꝛeeſt in all the woꝛlde: wyth howe great delire wene 
pe the people wolde go to that place and tothat pꝛeeſt to he⸗ 
rethe godly myſteryes done ol hi. But nowe be made ma⸗ 
ny pꝛeſtys: and in many places thys hooly lacrament is ol⸗ 


fred tothendethat the grate and loue ort god to mã may p* 
more appere: and foꝛ ſo moche as thys holy commun von is 
ſpꝛed thoꝛough oute the woꝛlde. Thankynges be vnto the 
good paſtour eternall that haſt vouchedlaus to rekteſſh / x fe 
devs poꝛe banyſſhed creatures wyth thy right þcyous body 
& blode: and allo by thy woꝛdes of thy ꝓper mouth / haſt de 
ſyꝛed vs toreceytic this holy myſtery: laynge / come ye all to 
me that be charged / and J [hallrefreſlhe vou. 


¶ Howe the great charite and bounte ol god is ſhewed vn⸗ 
to man in the holy lacrament. Caf. ij. 


() Mygod Icome vnto the puttynge my conkydence 
thy mercy and bountye. J ſeke aud come vnto my la 
uvour I hungry and thurſty vnto the fountayne ol lyke po 
re and nedy vnto the kynge of heuen:the leruaunt vnto his 
loꝛde: the creature vnto his maker: a perſone deſolate vnto 
his pyteous comfoꝛter. But wherof is thys that thou thus 
comeſt vnto me, who am I that thou wylt gyue thus thyn 
owne ſelfe to. Bowe dare Ja ſynner beholde to apperebeto 
re the. And howe map it pleaſe y* to come vnto luche a wꝛet 
che. Thou knoweſt thy leruaunt / and well vnderſtandeſt 
that no thynge goode is in hym. whereloꝛe thou lhuldeſt do 
thys grace vnto me. ¶ Than I conkelſe myne vnwoꝛthy⸗ 
nelle and knowlege thy bountye and pꝛayſeth thy pyte and 
gyue vnto the thankes fo: thyne ſomoche great charyte. 

Thou doeſt thys foz thy lelke godelozde/andnat foꝛ iny me 
ryte: tothende that thy bountye may the moꝛe be knowen 
vnto me. Thy charyte is moꝛe largely verefyed/ x thy me⸗ 
keneſſe cõmended moꝛe perfytely! lythen that it thus plea⸗ 
ſeth the and ſo thou haſt cõmaunded it to be done: thys thy 
plealure contenteth me: and wyth my wyll my wickednes 
ſhall nat relyſtethe. ¶ O ſwete / and benygne Jheſi 
howe great reuerence and gyuynge thankes wyth perpetu 
all pzayſynges be due vnto the my goode loꝛde Jelu Cryſte 


that by thy pleaſure and will J may receyue thy bleſſydbo 
dy; whos wozthynesno man is foũde able to declare oꝛ exp ſ 
ſe, But what ſhall} thynke ofthis comunyon whanne 
chall come vnto the iny loꝛde god whiche J can nat duly ho 
noure / and yet J delire deuoutly to receyue the. what may 
Ithynbe better à mozep2ofytable foꝛ me: thanne tomcke 
my lelke holy befozc the: and to pꝛayſe thyne inkynyte boun 
te aboue all thinge. I pꝛayle the my loꝛde god euerlaſtingly 
and dyſpꝛayſe my ſelfe and ſubmytte me vnto the depneile 
of iny wretchydnes. ¶ O my god thou art ſaynt ot᷑ all ſayn 
tes / and I the kylth of all lynners / vet thou inclyneſt thy lel 
ke vnto ine that am nat woꝛthy to beholde the. 

¶ Alas my ſwete creature that ſo mekely comeſt vnto me / 
and wylleth to be wyth me/ and delizeſt me vnto thy dyner 
and gyueth vnto me the mete ol heuen and the bꝛed ok aun⸗ 
gels which is bꝛed or lyfe: and no lelle thynge than thy lelle 
whyche is dylcended fro heuen and gyue lyke vnto the woꝛl 
de. Late vs ſee here what greate loue pꝛocedeth from the / x 
what gent ylnes doth lhyne vpon vs. 
¶ Howe great yeldynges ol thankes and louynges be due 
vntothe of vs lynners. ¶ O Howe pꝛokytable æ howe hel⸗ 
thefull was thy counleyll whan thou inſtytute and oꝛdey⸗ 
ned this gracyous gykte. ¶ O howe lwete / and Joyous is 
that feſte/ wherin thou haſte gyuen vnto vs the kedynge of 
thy pꝛetyous body. ¶ O gode lozd howe maruelous be thy 
operacyons/ and howe myghty is thy vertue and thy trou⸗ 
the vnable tobe tolde. Thou haſt ſayde and all thynges we 
re done: and all that thou haſt cõmaunded: hathe taken ek⸗ 
fecte, A maruclous thynge tobe byleued / and karre aboue 
the vnderſtandynge ol man: that thou my Loꝛde god very 
god and man arte holy conte yned vnder a lytell lykeneſle of 
bꝛed and wyne / and thou axthol receyued withoute conſu 
mynge ofhym that ſo receyueth the. 
¶ Thou Loꝛde of all that haſte no nede of any thynge / vet 
thou haſt wylled to inhabyte wythin vs by thys thy hooly 


ſacrament, Loꝛde kepe my herte and my body vudekyledto 
the ende: that with a pure and a Joyous conlcyence'J may 
often receyue the to my euerlaſtynge helthe. 
¶ This holy myſteryes which be inſtytute and oꝛdeynened 
chefcly vnto thy honour and perpetuall remembꝛaunce. 
¶ Oo myloule reioyſethe / and gyue thankynges vntothy 
god koꝛ this ſo noble agyft and lynguler comfozth that it liſt 
hym here in this vale ol teerys thus tocomfozt the. Foꝛ as of 
ten tymes as thou remembꝛeſt thys myſtery / and receyueſt 
this bleſſid body of our loꝛde: ſooften thou receyueſt the wer 
ke ot̃᷑ thy redem pepon / and art made part yner of all the me- 
tytes of our loꝛde Jeſu cryſt. Foꝛ his charyte is neuer mynyl 
ſhed, a the greatnelle of his mercy is neuer conlumed. wher⸗ 
foʒe thou oughteſt to dylpole the al wey wyth a newe reuol⸗ 
uynge of thy thought x oughteſt to conlydꝛe this great my 
ſtery orthy helth by attentyue reylynge ol thy lowle. 
¶ And this werke ought tobe vnto the as greatly ne we and 
loyous whan thou receyueſt it. as it that ſame day our loꝛde 
had firſt deſcended intothe wombe ofthe virgyn mary tobe 
made man / oꝛ ellys he that day had ſufkreddethe koꝛ the hel⸗ 
the of man vpon the crolle, | 
C_whatgreatp:oryteitisoften toreceyue the body of our 
loꝛde Jeſu cryſt. = | | Ca.iij. 
Ode J come vntothe tothende that welth may co⸗ 
l me vntome ot thy gyftt / and that J may Joyce at the 
holy keeſt that thou haſt made redy vnto me poꝛe wꝛetche by 
thy lwete benygnyte: in the whyche my lauxour is all that 
I may oz ought to deſyʒe: foz thou art my helth / iy redem⸗ 
pcion / my ſtrength / hon our / and ioy. Alas iny loꝛdẽ god ma⸗ 
ke me thy daily ſeruaunt Joyous. Foz my loꝛde Jeſus Jha 
ue reyled my lowle vntothe / and nowe delyꝛethe deuoutly 
#reuerently to receyue the into my hows / to thende may 
dolerue with zachee to be bleſſyd ortht / and to be accompted 
amonge thechildzemof A bꝛaham / ¶ My ſoule delireth thy 
body / my herte delyrethe to be vnyght wyth the. Gyue thy 


ſelſe vnto me gode loꝛde / than J ſufkiſed: fo2 wythoute the 
noconſolacion / noꝛ comfoꝛte is goode: wythoute the J may 
nat be / and wythoute thy vylitacion J may nat lyue. wher 
foꝛe it behoueth me often tymes to come and appꝛoche to thy 
highe p lence to receyue the koꝛ the remedy of my helth tothe 
enteent J faylenat in the way of this moꝛtall lyfe ik Þ were 
defrauded from thy ſpirytuall nozyſſhynge. 

C Alſo my right mercyfulllozde Jeſu whãne thou haſt pꝛe⸗ 
ched vnto the people / and heled them of dyuers ſykenes thou 
haſt ſay de J wyll nat leue theym faſtynge / and wythout re 
feccyon: leſte perauẽture they myght fayle in ther way. Do 
wyth me than goode loꝛde in that maner: ſyth thou haſt left 
thys holy lacrament foꝛ the comfoꝛte of feythlull people: io 
thou art the lwete refeccyon of the ſowles of theym that ha 
ue woꝛthely receyued and eten the / and they (halbe pteners 
and inherytours of the eternall ioy. Certeyne it is vnto me 
neceſſary that lo often ſynnes and ſo ſone kelys and at euery 
houre fayles to come vnto the: tothende that by contynuall 
oꝛyſons and conkeſſions / and by the receyuynge ofthy hooly 
body J may puritye / and renewe the heete of my refeccyon. 
Foz perauenture in abſteynynge me to longe to receyue the: 
J may leue / foꝛgete / and renne from my goode purpos , Fo; 
the wytte of man and woman from their childhode be incly⸗ 
ned vnto cuyll. And ikthys dyuyne and godly medicyne hel 
pe vs nat: incontynent we fall vnto woꝛſe. Than thys holy 
cõmunvon dꝛaweth men kꝛom cuyll / and comfozteth theym 
age yne in goodnelſe: foꝛ J am many tymes neclygent / and 
often keled whanne 7 commune oꝛ woꝛl hyp my god. what 
chulde J thanne doit J toke nat that medecyne / and aſke of 
hym hys grace and helpe. And albe it Þ am nat alwey well 
diſpoled to receyue my creature.pet (hall 3 put me vnto pey 
ne to receyue thele ſacred myſteryes in tyme conuenable: (0 
that J may be made a partyner of ſo greate grace. Foz it is 
one ofthe mooſte pꝛyncypall conſolacyons vnto a feythefull 
lowle: foꝛ the tyꝛne they lhall make ther pilgrymage towar 


des the in thys moꝛtall body / and totheentent we may haue 
the moꝛe mynde of thy benekytes. ¶ My loꝛde god Jlihall 
moꝛe often recevyue the: my louynge Loꝛde wyth a deuonte 
thought. O merueylous gentylnelle of thyne vnſpekeable 
petye towardys vs: that thou loꝛde god creature and gyuer 
oflyfe vnto all ſpirytes / hathe wylled to come vnto one lo po 
re a ſo wle with thy deite c humanyte. c my poꝛe lene x drye 
ſowlehath lyſted to be made fatte wyth thy grace c the holv 
vnccion ofthy lwete ſpyzite, O happy thought and wel hap 
py loule that delerueth deuoutly to receyue hys god his loꝛd 
and creature: and in that receyuynge to be fulfilled with ioy 
and ſpirytuall gladneſfle, O what great loꝛde receyuctt thou 
O what and howe great an hoſt enterteynelk thou intothy 
lodgynge: Howe ioyous a felowe takeſt thou into thy hows 
Howe feythfull a frende thou admytteſt vnto the. O howe 
gode / noble / and wete a ſpouſe enbꝛateſt thou which ought 
to be byloued and deſp2zedaboue all thynges. O right (wete 
beloued loꝛde / the heuen and erth and all the oꝛnamentys of 
theym holdeth leyleuce in the pꝛelente of thy face. Foꝛ what 
pꝛayſynge honour / and beautye they haue / it is ot thy mercy 
and largenes / and can nat be lyke vato thonour and beaute 
of thy holy name: of thy lapyence: wherofthere is nondum 
bꝛe nouther ende. 
¶ Howe many comodyteis be gyuen vnto theym that de⸗ 
youtly receyucth this holy lacranient. Cà.iiij. 
J loꝛde god J humbly beleche the to pꝛeuent ine thy 
ſcruaunt in the bleſſinges of thy ( wete mekenes So 
that I map delerue to come woꝛthely / # deuoutly tothe ho⸗ 
ly lacramẽt moſte to be magnylyed. Styer my hert æ lole it 
krom the dull heuynelſſe oft1p moꝛtall body. Uyſite me with 
the mellãger ot helth / and gyue me to taſt thy ſwetnes (pyzy 
tual which is hydde fully in the ſacrament as in a koũtapne 
of all ſwetnelle, Illumyne myne iyen to beholde thys great 
myſterye / æſtrongly ferme meto beleue the feyth vndoub⸗ 


= 


table koꝛ it is thy werke a nat the powezofman It is thy ho⸗ | | 


| grace; ſothat I map be all relented and floweinthylonein 


ly oꝛdynaũte nat by mannys deuyſe. Foꝛ there is no man 
fonde able of hymlelfe to conceyue x vnderſtande thele holy 
myſteryes whych paſlcth the ſubtylte of aungels. Thanne 
howe may J poꝛe vn woꝛthy lynner which am but erth and 
allhes ſerche conte vue ſo hygh a holy letrelye / loꝛde Itome 
vnto the in ſymplenes ot herte / c in kerme feythe / and by thy 
cõmaundement / à wyth meke hope and reuerente. And try 
ly Ibyleue that thou art here pꝛeſent in this holy ſacrament 
very god and man. And thou wylt J ſhall receyue the / and 
Joyne nie vnto the by charyte, wherkoꝛe J humbly pꝛay / & 
requyꝛe that it may pleaſe the togyue vnto me thy ſpecyall 


ſuche wyle that J ſhall nat deſyꝛe any other conſolacyon, 

Fo: this hyghe woꝛthy lacrament is the helthe of loule / and 
body. It is the medicyne ol all ſpixituall ſekenes: in the why 
che my lynnes be heled: paſſions be rekrayned: temptacons 
be ouercome and mynyllhed: moꝛe great graces be gyuyn / 
the vertue begonne increaled / faythe is enſtablyſſhed / hope 
is made ſtronge and foztyfyed:charyteis bꝛennynge a ſpꝛed 
abꝛode. ¶ O mp god the defender ot iny loule / and the repal 
ret of the weykeneſſe of man / and the lender ok all In warde 
comfozt, thou haſt gyuen / and dayly gyucth vnto thy well 
beloued frendes inthis holy ſacrament deuoutly recevuyng 
it many cõmodytes. Foꝛthou infuleſt into ther loules great 
.comfozt ageynſt dyuers trybulatõns: and from the depneſſe 
oftheir owne ouerthꝛowynge: thou areylyſt them to the ho⸗ 
pe ok thy dyuyne helpe. And wyth a newe grace thou i ward 
ly rene welt / and lyghtneſt theym in luche wyſe as they that 
fcle theym befoze the receyuyngeofthe Sacramentheuy/& 
dull / and ouerthꝛowen / and wythoute affeccõn and moyſter 
of deuecyon. ¶ After that they haue ben fedde wyth this he 
ucnly mete and dꝛynke: they haue foũde them ſelfe changed 
into a meruelous ioy 2 whyche thynges thou doeſt vnto thy 
cholen people by dilpenlacõn of thy pure boũte: ſothat they 
may verezy knowe by open experyence thatno thynge ther 


_ 


nes they haue it cometh ofthe, Foꝛ of theym lelfe they be col⸗ 
de harde a vndeuoute:but ofthe they be made feruent Joy⸗ 
ous d deuoute. Foꝛ who is he that cometh mekely vnto the 
fonteyne oi ſwetnes: and (hall nat bꝛynge ſome litel quanty 
tcoilwetnes therfrom, I hall al wey put my mowth vnto 
the hole oi the heuenly pype of that fountayne: that Jmay 
at the leeſt take a lytell droppe to ſatiſfye my thyꝛſte: lo that 
I be nat all drye. And though J may nat be heuenly enkla⸗ 
med as the cherubyns and teraphyns yet wyll Jenfozce me 
to deuocyon a:1dp2cparemy herte mekely to receyue this ho 
ly louynge lacrament c ſhall deſyꝛe tobe enbꝛaced wyth a ly 
tel flame ofthat godly loue O gode ieſu holy right piteous 
ſauyour what lo euer vertue oꝛ goodnes that kayleth in me: 
JI benyngly beleche the gratyoully of thy pyte to ſupplye it 
by thy great mercy, Thou that haſt called all feythfull crea⸗ 
tures ĩ laynge vuto thein. come ye all vnto me that labours 
and be charge: and I chall retreſſge you, But alas gode103- 
de J poꝛe ſynner labour in the l wette ofmy vylage / and am 
toʒmented with ſoꝛowe of my herte. J am charged with lyn 
ne and trauavled wyth temptacöns / ent ryked and oppꝛel⸗ 
led wyth many euyll paſſions, And loꝛde there is none that 
may delyuer nie oꝛ make me ſa:c,but thou iny only god and 
ſauyour to whomeJcomytte me and all my cauſes:to then 
de thou kepe me and lede me vnto the lyle cternall: Beceyuc 
me vntothe pꝛailynges o? thy name that haſt made redy vn 
to methy pꝛecious body and blode to mete and dꝛynke. My 
loꝛde god and lauyour graũte vnto me by thy great bounte 
that in cuſtomable receyuynge ot thy holy myſtery:the affec 
cyon aud deſyze ot my deuocyon may be encrealed. 


E ot the dignyte or the ſacrament ok the aulter and of thor, 


dꝛe okpꝛeſthode. : - Capl,v. 


haue noꝛ may haue oftheym ſelke / and what grace / oꝛ good⸗ 
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T. thou haddeſt the purpte of angels and the holpynes 
of ſaynt Johñ Baptyſt: thou ſhuldeſt nat be woꝛthy 
to receyue 02 *. of that holy lacrament:toꝛ that is nat due 
tothe meritys of men that a man ſhulde conlecrate x treate 
ofthe ſacrament of this bleſſyd body of Jelu cryſt / and take 
in mete the bꝛede ofaungels. O great myſtery and the mer⸗ 
uelous dignyte ot pꝛeſtys: vnto whome is gyuen that: that 
is nat graũted vnto the aungels. Foꝛ the pꝛeſtys only duely 
oꝛdꝛed in the churche of cryſt haue power to do and toconſe 
crate the holy body of Jeſu cryſt. Certeynly the pꝛeeſt is the 
mynyſter o? god: vlynge the woꝛde of god: by the cõmaun⸗ 
dement and oꝛdynaunce of god. But god is the pꝛyncipall x 
tuyſible werker: to whome be ſubmytted all creatures to be 
oꝛdꝛed alter his wyll and all to obey. vnto his cõmaũdemẽt 
Than thou oughteft moꝛe to byleue ĩ alinghty god xi that 
right excellẽt ſacramẽt:than tothy p wil / oꝛ any other viſy 
ble token. And therfoze to this holy werke thou oughteſt to 
come wyth great dꝛede and reuerence. Take hede thanne x 
ſe krom whome this myſtery is gyuen vnto the: and that is 
by the puttynge to of the handes of the Bylſhoppe thou art 
admytted vnto that hye rometh. Beholde nowe thou arte 
made a pꝛeeſt / and lacreyd to do this holy myſtezv. De than 
that feithfully and deuoutly and in due tyme thou offre thy 
ſacrifyce vnto god / and ſhewe thy ſelle irrepꝛouable r wyth 
oute defaute. Thou haſt nat louſed thy charge of lyuynge: 
but haſtbounde the wyth a moꝛe ſtreyte bonde of diſcyply⸗ 
ne / and art holden to a moꝛe greate perfeccyon ot holyneſſe. 
The pꝛeſte ought to be ano wrned wyth all vertues:and gy 
ue all their example ok gode and holy lyfe, Hysconuerſacy- 
on ought nat to be wyth comon people / oꝛ the weyes of co⸗ 
mon men: but wyth the aungels in heuen: oꝛ wyth the per⸗ 
kyght men in the erthe. The pꝛeſte clothed wyth holy veſty⸗ 
mentes: occupyeth the rometh ok ieſu Cryſt / to thende that 
he may humbly pꝛay vnto god foꝛ hym elle / koꝛ all other. 


Foꝛ he hath bothebefozehym / and behynde hym the ſygne 


of the trolſe: that he may contynually remembze chepaly⸗ 
on or our loꝛde ieſu cryſt, Bet oꝛe hym he bereth the croſſe: to 
the ende that he dilygently beholde the traces and the cxam 
ples of our loꝛde thelu cryſt: and that he feruently ſtudye to 
kolowe them. Byhyndehym allo he is ligned with the cros 
to the entent he ſhuld ſuffre foꝛ the honoure o? god all aduer 


bereth the crolſe fo: that he ſhulde bewayle his ꝓper [pnnes 
And behynde hym lyke wyle by great compaſſion to loꝛow 
the lynnes of other / and to knowe hym ſelle that he is a mã 
bytwene god and the lynner. Ind that he departe nat from 
ozyſon/ and krom that holy oblacyon to the tyme that he de 
ſcrue to purchaſe the grate ot god. whanne the pꝛeſte ſayth 
maſle he honoureth god / he gyueth toy vnto the aungels:he 
edykyeth the churche / he helpeth the louynge people / he gy⸗ 


a 1 of all goode wernes | 


CA inwarde remembꝛaunte and excercyſethat a man ous 
1 to — afoze the receylynge or "ogy body of our loꝛde ie⸗ 


Owe whan E thynke ofthy that and of my 
. great fylthynes / J tremble ſtrongly ⁊ am conkoun⸗ 
ded in in ſelfe. Foz if I tecepue the nat: Ikle the eternal ly 
fe. and if J vn woꝛthely rectyue the J renne into thy wꝛath 
what lhall I thanne do my gode loꝛde my helper / ꝓtectour / 


and necellitees. Teche mne goode loꝛde the ryght weye / and 
purpoſe vnto me ſonie excercyſe cõuenable to the receyuyn- 
ge olthys holy myſtery, Foz it is neceſſary vnto me and gre 
atly pꝛotytable: to khno we howe deuoutly / and reuerẽtly Þ 
ought to pꝛepayꝛe my herte tor{ceyue thys holy ſacrament 
oz to mae ſo godly lacryfite. 


— 


ſytees / Iniuryes done vnto hym of other. Bekoꝛe hym he 


ueth reſt to them that bepaſſyd/ and makety hym lelfe par⸗ 


- comfozter/ and right ſure counleller in all myne inkyꝛmytes 


1 
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The remembzynge ofhis pber con{eyer cc wyth purpble 
of amendmen t. Cap. vij. 


he pꝛeſt aboue allthynges: ought todeſyꝛe wyth lo⸗ 
ueràyne reuerence and pꝛotounde mekenelſe ok herte 
full and ferme keythe: humble hoope / and pytuous entente 
to the hondur of god to celebꝛate tae and receyue thys woꝛ⸗ 
thy lacrament:examyne dyligently and make clere / æ open 
the conſtyence by true contrytion and meke confeſſionas far 
as he hath power: lo yt thou knowe nothynge that greuethe 
oꝛ byte thy ſayde conſcyente / oꝛ let the frely to come vnto the 
ſame dayly. To haue diſpleaſure of all thy ſynnesigenerall | 
and foꝛ thy exceſlys and ſynnes thou oughteſt to haue lygh⸗ 
inge and ſoꝛo we moꝛe ſpecyall. And if the tyme lulkre it / con⸗ 
felle vnto god in ſecrete of thy herte the myleryes ok all thy 
— — wepe and haue loꝛo we that thou art vet ſocarnall / 
and woꝛldely / and lo euyll moztyfyed from thy pallpons / ſo 

full of mocyons and concupiſecencys / ſo euyl compoled / c oz⸗ 
dꝛed in thy outwarde wyttis lo often aplied vnto vayne kan 

talyes: ſo moche inclyned vnto out warde thynges: fonecdly 
gent in the in warde ſpiritual thynges ſoredy tolaughe and 
to all diſſolucion: ſo herde to wepe + to copunceyon: ſo redy 
to folowe the lole maner and the plelures of the kleſſhe: and 
ſollowe æ dull to the feruour ot vertue: ſocuryous to behol⸗ 
de / and to here newe fayꝛe thynges: ſo neclygent / and lothe 
to lerne and deſire thynges that be meke and abiecte: So co 
uetous torcceyue and poſſede many goodis.⁊ ſo ſcarſe to gy 
ue theym / and glad to holde and reteyne theym:lo euyl auy 
led in ſpekynge / lo incontynent to be ſtyll: So vnoꝛdꝛed in 
maͤners: ſo inpoꝛtune in thy dedys: ſo gredy / and ſo quycke 
in thy mete: ſo delle vnto the woꝛde of god:ſo redy to reſt:ſo 
vnluſty to labour: ſo wakynge to fables: ſo ſlepy to holy vy 
gillys: ſo neclygent vnto the ſeruyte ofgod: ſo ſpedy to then 
de therof: ſo wauerynge to take hede: ſo colde in deuocion in 
the tyme ofthe maſſe: lo dꝛye in receyuynge ol the lacramẽt. 


foſone withdzawen / ſo ſeldome well gadred vatothy lelte/ 
lo ſodeynly meued vnto wꝛath / lo calply Gved:tothe diſple 
aſure ofother / lo haſty to iuge / lo roughe in reßuynge / lo ioy 
ous in ꝓſperpte / lo weyke in aduzrſyte/ lo often purpoſyng 
many gode thynges / and lytell bꝛyngeth to goodeſfecte, 
Thele and other thy defautes with (0z0we+greatedilple- 


aſure ofthy p zerfragylytecofelled and ſoꝛo wẽully be wept 


Sette the thaane wyth full purpole alweyes to amende 
thy lelke / and to pꝛokyte from better vnto better / and after 
offcrthy ſelle wyth playnereſignacon z entyer wyll to tho⸗ 
noure of my name perpetuall ſacryfyce within the aulter of 
thy herte. That is to knowe thy loule and body cõmyttyn⸗ 
ge feyth*ully vnto me / that thou lo may delerue wozthely 
to come and offre thy ſacrytyce to god and to recevue the la 
crainent of my body helthefully., Foz no oblacyon is moze 
worthy noꝛ no latyſtatcion can be ſogreate foꝛ to deiace the 


fynnes ot man: as to offre hym ſelke togod puerly and ent y 


erly with the oblarion olthe holy body of Cryſt Jelu in the 

malle and the holy comunyon, And they who lomeuer [hal 
doas moche as lyeth in them and haue very repentaunce of 
theiz olfenſes paſſed: as oſt as they ſhall come vnto me they 
hall recouer pardon and grace. I am lyte and wyll nat the 
deth ola ſynner: but rather wyll that he retourne and lyue 
aͤgeyne. And than wyll J nomoꝛe rem bꝛe hys lynnes and 
treſpaſlzs;but all ſhalbe foꝛgyuen and pardoned vntohym. 


¶¶ Ot the oblacõn o? Jeſu cryſt in the croſſe ofthe pꝛopꝛe re⸗ 
ſignacõn that man ſhulde make of hym ſelke. Ca. vii. 
Man as J dyd offre my lelle / and my free wyll vato 
god my lader my handes ſpꝛede on the crolſe and my 
naked body foꝛ thy ſynnes, In lomoche that no thynge re⸗ 
mayned in me / but all paſſed in ſacryfyce toap:aic his wia- 
the: in lyke wyle thou oughteſttookre vnto me wyllyngly 
thy lelle in pure oblacyon dayly in the maſſe wyth all thy a- 
keccyons / and ſtrengthes as pꝛoloundly a d keruently: as 

it 


- 


ty god: ought to go bet̃oꝛe all thy werkis if thou wylt optey 


Pray ko all people. 


muethat am vnwozthy tooffre me vnto thy pecyous body 


elignethy lelfe vnto niẽ entyerly. what thynge lo euer ellts 
thou gyueſt vnto ine: Ihaue no cure. Foz J demaunde nat 
thy gytes: but onlythy lelfe. As no thynge ſhulde lulfyte 
vnto the wythoute mne. Lyke wyſe nothynge may pleaſe 
vnto me what lo cuer thou ſhalt gyue thou offre nat thy ſc 


oblacyon ſhall be acceptable. Beholde J dyd offre my lelle 
hooly vnto my fader toꝛ the / and fo the J dyd gyue all my 
body and blode to the ende that J ſhulde be all hole thyne / 


and thou myne allo. But and thou reſt in thy lellt and with 
oode wyll pꝛeſent the nought vnto me: thanne there is no 
ull oblacyon nouther entyer perlyght vn von bytwene vs. 


Fo: the kre oblacyon of thy ſelle into the handes of alinygh⸗ 


ne lybertye dt grace. Ind the lacke olthis is the caule that lo 


they tan nat renounce theym lelfe. My lentence is kerme / x 
fable: that none may be my diſcyple: with oute he renoun⸗ 


offre thy ſelte vnto mit wythallthyne alfeccion. 


C That we ought to ore vnto god all that we haue and to 


J Ode all thynges that be in heuen and in erth be thy 

LAne / and my wyllynge delyze is to offre me vnto the 
perpetually in oblacyon: Sothat I may be thyne euerla⸗ 
ſtyngly. And this day goode loꝛde J offre vnto the my lelk: 


perpetually to be thy ſeruaunt with my herte and ſoule ful⸗ 


iy tocontynue. I beſeche the reteyue thys holy oblacyon of 


in the pꝛelente ol aungels alſyſtynge inuylybly tothe ende: 
that it may be tothe helthe of me and all thy people. Loꝛde 
Jalſooffre vnto the all my ſynnes which J haue cõmytted 


thou maytt. what alte Fofthemozebut that thouſtupy'to | 


ke vnto me. Offre the thanne gyue the holly vnto me. z that 


fe we folke be ilumyned / and haue in wardly lybertye. For 


ceth all that he hathe. Thau ik thou delye to be iny dilcyple 


defozethe and thyholy aungels: ſith the firſtday that Abe 
gannc oꝛ in any wyle myght ſynne vntothys pꝛelente day, 
And I beſeche the to inflame me wyth the bꝛennynge kyꝛe 
or charyte: and to deface and putte away all the con diclons 
or my lynnes. Clenle my con ſcyente krom all ſynne / and re 
ſtoze it vnto thy grace: that by ſynne J haue loft, And per⸗ 
fectly pardon meol all my offences: that I may receyue per 
kightly the lwete kylſynge ol peas. what may J do moze foz 
my ſynne: but mekely confefſe theym wyth ſoꝛowkull we- 
pynge / and inceſſaütly pꝛaynge the of thy pyteous mercy. 
¶ Abeſeche the loꝛdeexalte me: and be vnto me redy whan 
I am befoze the. O my goode loꝛde ſoueraynly all my ſyn⸗ 
nes dylpicath me. and by thy grace J wyll neuer begynne 
theym ageyne: but euer [hall haue ſoꝛowe foꝛzthè as longe 
as Il hall lyue: and l hall be redy to do penauuce / make la 
tiltaccion or the beſt of my lytell power. ¶ wherfooꝛe nowe 
| goodelozdepardon me of my great and avhomynable lyn⸗ 
nes / and fo2 the honour of thy holy name ſaue my loule wht 
che thou haſt derely bought with thy mooſt pzectous blode. 
And Jcompytte me good loꝛde vnto thy great merty / and re 
ligne mehooly vnto thy handes. Do wyth me Loꝛde after 
thy bountye; and nataitermy malyce and iniquyte. 

¶ Allo I oltre vnto the all my dedys that J haue done: al⸗ 
be it they be full fewe and vnperfyght: hat thou maiſt ſanc- 
tifye and amende theym as they may be agreable and accep 
table vnto the. And al weyes good loꝛde dꝛawe me from bet 
ter to better / and conduyte and lede me llauthkull / and vn⸗ 
woꝛthy ſynner vnto goode and lawkull ende. ; 
¶ Jnlykewyſe J oftre vnto the: the deſyꝛes ofall deuoute 
perlones: the necellytees of all good dedys of my kynlfolke 
And krendes / and ol all theym that hathe done me goode / 02 
be dere vnto me / and all other foz thy loue / and they that ha 


ue deſyꝛed / oz requyzed nie to make ſacryfice fo theyr krenꝰ 
des lyuynge / oꝛ paſled the woꝛlde: So as they may kele hel * 


pe / Couſolacpon / Defence / Ind Pꝛeleruacpon from alle 


parels by thy grace / ĩ delyueraũte or peynes ſo as they may 
yelde vnto the Joy and gladneſſe with magnyfiynge / and 
hꝛaylynge of their delyueraunce. RE 1 
¶ Joffre vnto the alſo pꝛapers / and holy ovlacyonsfoz all 
theym ſpecially that hath cauſed vnto me heuynes / hurte / 
oꝛ any maner of damage. ¶ And lyke wyle fo: theym that 
I haue troubled / greued / vered / oꝛ ſclaundꝛed in woꝛdes / oz | 
dedys knowyngly / oz ignoꝛaũtly to thende bleſſyd loꝛde ve 
we all may be pardoned of our offeſis done the one agepnſt 


the other. And goode loꝛde Jheſu take krom our hertys all 


ſuſſpicyon / wrath / and indignacion / and all that may bꝛeke 
oꝛlette charyte / oꝛ dymynyllhe vs krom thy eternall loue. 
O loꝛde haue pyte.Blelſid ieſu haue pyte / and gyue thy mez |} 
cy vnto all theym that al keth it: and thy grace vnto theym 
that hath nede. And make vs ſo woꝛthy to haue that grace 

that we may go vnto the lyke eternal. Ainen. 


That the holy ſacrament ought nat lightiy to be 
T behoueth the oftent ntayne 
L of grace/mercy/ bountye / pyte / and puryte : that thou 
mayſt be clenſed from thy vyces r paſſions:ſo as thou maiſt 
be made moze ſtronge / and wakynge ageynſt all temptacy- 
ons and ſubtyll crattes ołthe fende. Foꝛ thy ennempye kno⸗ 
wynge the great frute ⁊ remedye of receyuynge of thys ho⸗ 
ly lacrament enkoꝛceth hym by all maner of occaſyons that 
he may / to dꝛawe the vnto hym ageyne and letteth the key⸗ 
_ thfull and deuoute people whan any dylpoleth theymtoy® 
receyuynge of this holy cᷣmun yon. The ennempe lathan 
putteth vnto theym the moſt greuous temptacions that he 
may, Allo it is wzeten in the hyſtoꝛve of Job. thys cuyll ſpi 
xpyte cometh ainõge the childꝛen ol god to thende that by his 
curſed cuſtome / he perturbeth / ꝑpplexeth / and maketh them 
dꝛedefull dymynyllhynge their affeccion / and inpugnynge 
theym ot their feyth: lo that ꝑauẽture they leue their goode 


o retourne vnto the fot 
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© purpolc ot that holy body that they at that tyꝛnecome koꝛ to 
receyue: but welhyuld? take no thought noꝛ feare ofthe crat᷑⸗ 
ty cauticilis ofthat fals enemy vt be ſo foule ⁊ hoꝛryble: But 
ali iuche kantalyes we lhulde caſt ageynt at the hede oi that 
wicked ſpiryte. it is a poꝛe mylcheuous lpirite that ſo letteth 
t mocketh vs. And koꝛ any allaultes oz cõmocõus that he ex 
cyteth. this holy lacrament ought nat to be lette. Allo oitzn 
tymes to great lolicytude foꝛ deuocion to be had letteth: and 
ſointyme ceryouſnes ot contellyon to be made. But do ac ter 
the counſell oẽ the wyle / and take away this anxiet ye ⁊ ſtry⸗ 
plei toꝛ it letteth the grace of god / and deſtroyeth deuor yon. 
And leuc nat the holy receyuynge of ielu crylt / koꝛ lytell try⸗ 
bulacon. deieccion / 02 puſyllanymytc; butwyth goode wyll 
go vnto the conkeſſour / and pardon all other that haue offen 
ded the: and ik thou haue olkended any other mekely alketoz 
gyueneſſe. And thanne drede nat but god wyil pardon the. 
what pꝛokyteth it to tary longe from conkeſſion / sꝛ to deferre 
the receyuynge of thy bleſſyd lauyour. Firſt pourge the and 
caſte oute the venym / and than haſt the to take the remedy 
Aud thou lhalt fele the moche better: thanne it thou haddelt 
deferred it. Foz if thou this day leue the holy receyuynge foꝛ 
coldnes of deuocdn c feblenes ot myndetparauenture to mo 
rowe thou ſ halt fynde thy lelte mote llacke: and lo longe wp 
thdꝛawe that thou lhalt kynde thy lelte moche woꝛſe + moꝛe 
vnable. Than as ſone as thou mayſt: take away thys keble⸗ 
neſſe of mynde and the ſpyce of ſlowth. Foz al wey only tobe 
in anguyſſhe and heuynelſe of thy lynne: paſſynge the tyme 
in trybulacion / and foꝛ dayly obſtacles ĩperteccions to wyth⸗ 
dꝛawethe krom theſe dyuyne myſteryes: wythoute turnyn⸗ 
ge vntothe pyteous meryte of our ſaueour cryſt Jelſu.it hel⸗ 
peth the nought: But greatly the longe tariynge to receyue 
thy laueour / anoyeth / and taryeth the / a ſhall bꝛynge daylxß 
vuto the a moꝛe llouthkulnes. ¶ But alas foꝛ ſoꝛo we. ſome 
colde / and deſolate perſones gladly leke caufes of tarvinge 
krom conkeſſion / and from the receyuynge ofthysholy ſacra 
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||": oughttoendeuourhymasfar as in hym is / #ourlozdeſhal 


ment / and foꝛ that they couet many delayes: leſte they ſhall 
be bounde to gyue theym lelfetoa ſtrayter maner in the oꝛ⸗ 
dꝛe of their lyke. Alas howe lytell charyte c howe llender de 
uocyon haue they that putteth awey lo calely the receyuyn⸗ 
ge ot᷑ thys holy lacrament. O howe happy be they / and agre 
able vnto almyghty god that ledeth lo holy a lyle: that they 
may kepe their con ſcience in clene and pure drede: lo as they 
may dayly diſpoſe and make theym redy / and wyth greate 
Aﬀeccion deſire to recevue that holy ſacrament: if it were le⸗ 
kull at all tymes. Neuecttheles ſomtyme by mckenelle to ab 

ſteync / oꝛ foꝛ other lefull cauſes that may let with reuerente 
is tobe pꝛayſed. But it llouth / oꝛ nyclygence holde hym : he 


be pᷣſent at his delite: which wyll ſpecially beholde his good 
wyll. but whan he is lawfully let / c i he haue a gode wyll / 
pyteous mynde to recevue his maker: vet he ſhall nat fayle 
t o haue the krute ofthat bleſſyd ſacrament , Fozeuery plone 
wyth pfyte deuot yon may euery day receyuethat holy ſa⸗ 
crament ſpually to his helth x without deuyinge. ⁊ in certey 
ne tymes c dayes eſtabliſſhed: he ought toreceyue the body 
ok his ſauyour with clkectuall reuerence ſacramentally And 
that to ſeche a to do it moꝛe to the pꝛaiſynge + the honourc ot 
god almyghty than to his owne coſolacon, Fo2 as often as 
he ſpũ ally is cõmuned æ retreſſhed ĩuilibly: ſo often he remẽ 
bzeth deuoutly the myſtery of thyncarnacon of cryſt / a hys 
peyntull paſſion & is kyndled ĩ the loue ot hym. he that othe? 
wyle nat pᷣpayꝛeth hym ſelfe but at thetyme of a great feeſt 
oꝛcllys by cuſtome he is cõpelled.he (hal often tymes be full 
vnredy. Bleſſyd is he that offres hym lelfe vnto almyghty 
god as oft as he doth malle/02 ellis receyueth this honoꝛable 
lacramẽt. And in doynge this myſtery:nat to taxvinge / noꝛ 
to haſty: but kepe thecoms maner with ſuch as thou lyueſt 
amõge. Thou oughteſt nat to do that the herers theroftake 
greue / oꝛ Irkſomues:but kepe the comon way aftcr thoꝛdy 
naũces ot the holy kaders. And do rather cõ terme the to the 


pixte ofotherthan tothyne 
lure. 


cellary fo2 the helth ofmannysſoule,  Ca.m, 
| Ryght ſwete Jeſu howe greatcololacion « ſwetnelle 

is it to adeusute Soule to ete wyth the at thy dyner 
where none other mete is gyuen dut thy lelfe whych art the 
only louer x oughteſt to be delired aboue all delired of man⸗ 
nys herte. c howe lwete athyngethulde it be in thy pſence 
from the botom ofthe herte to lende out terys:to de we / and 
waſſhe thy pᷣcious fete wyth the pyteous mawdeleyne. But 


where is that deuocion oꝛthe plenteous effuſion ot holy tees 


rys:certeynly in beholdynge the with thy holy aungels. All 
my herte ought to bzenne c wepe with ioy: koꝛ haut veri⸗ 


lythe p ſent though thou be hyd vnder a ſtraũge lkenes. fo: 


myne iven myght nat ſuffiſetobcholde the in thy ꝓper and 
godly clerenes / noꝛ all the woꝛlde myght nat abyde tobchol 
de the clernes ofthy toy ⁊ mageſte. wherkoꝛe good loꝛd thou 
helpeſt my weykenes / in that it pleaſcth the tocouer thy (elf 


whomethaũgels woꝛl hip ĩ heuen. but in me it is as yet but 
i keyth:⁊ the aãgels woꝛſ hip the there ithyne ownelikenes 
withoute couerture. I muſt be content with true feyth a ſo 
walke t yl the day come of eternal clernes whan the ſhadow 
ok kygures ſhall fynyſſhe. Foꝛ whan tha t ꝑecte day ſhalco- 
me the vlage otthis holy ſacrament lhal ceas. Foꝛthey that 
be blellyd ĩ the heuenly ioy / hall haue no nede of any lacra⸗ 


metall medecyne:foꝛ they ſ hall ioy wythoute ende ĩ the pꝛe⸗ 


lece of god ſeynge hym ĩ his gloꝛy kate to face / ⁊ hal be ſtrã 
fourmed from clernes to clernes wyth the godhede icompꝛe⸗ 
henlible, they (hall taſt the ſon ot god made man: as he was 
fro the begynnynge / al halbe euerlaſtyngly. J than remem 
bꝛynge me ot the great meruels ⁊ ſolace though it be ſpũall: 
it is ta ne greuous whan J remembꝛe thoſe merucls. Fo? 


* 


ownedeyorbn oꝛ paiuate ple: 


¶ Howe the bieſſyd body or our loꝛde ieſu cryſtis greatly ne 


vader the fourme of ytholy lacramẽt. I verely woꝛſhip the 


* thynges that J here oꝛ ſe in thys wonlde / J compte as no | 


thynge lo longe as I ſe nat my loꝛde god in his gloꝛy. 10 
god thou art my wytnelle that no thynge can gyue vnto me 
comfozt / noꝛ no creature may gyue vnto ime reſt: but thou 
my loꝛde god whome J delyꝛe eternally to beholde, ¶ But 
that is a tyynge to me nat pollible: whyle J am in this moz- 
all lyte. wherioze it behoueth me with great pacyence to o2 
dꝛe iy lelte / and mekely to lubmytte me to the in all my deli 
res. ¶ Goode Loꝛde thy layntes that no we ioy wyth the in 
the b yngdome ol heuen: abode the comynge of thy ioy with 
greate teytie and pacyence as longe as they lyued. J beleue 
the tame that they beleued / hope as they hauc hoped: and 
truſt by the inca ne of thy grace to come theder as they nowe 
be. In the mea ie whyle T hall in gode c laſt feyth be com⸗ 
fo:ted by examples oi holy ſavntes. Allo 5; haue tull vertu- 
ous tholy bokes (oz the coſolacyon and my2rcur of my lyle 
and aboue all thele thynges thy right facred body fo2 my lin 
guler refuge 4 remedy. zi fclethat two thynges be vnto me 
right neccllary;withoute whome this myſerablelyfeſhulde 
be vnto me inpoꝛtable. Fo2 aslonge as I (hall be holden in 
thys pꝛelent body: cõteſſe me to haue nede of two thynges 
that is to knowe of mete / and light. But therkoꝛe thou halt 
gyuen vnto me which am poꝛe and leke thy holꝰ body to the 
retreſſhinge ofmy ſoule ⁊ body. alſo thou haſt put befoze my 
keyth the lyght of thy holy woꝛde. And wythoute the ſe two 
thynges I myght nat well lyuc ſpũally. Foꝛ thy woꝛde my 
loꝛde and god is the light or my loule / and the holy ſarramẽet 
is the bꝛed ort my lyle. Thele two thynges ſo necellary may 

allo be called the tables ſette on eyther lyde in the treſoꝛxe of 
holy churche:the one table is oithe holy aulter hauynge this 
louelv bꝛed: that is to ſay the pzecyous body of Jhelu cryſt. 
the other is the lawe of god conteynynge the holy doctryne; 
and (he weth the right keith and ſuerly gydynge vnto the in⸗ 
warde lecrelyes where as the holy iuellys called Scta ſcõꝝ 
JF velde vnto the thankes loꝛde iheſu cryſt: whyche arte the 
clerenes ok cternall light. { Foz thys table ofholy doctryne 
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whiche thou haſt myuyſired vnto vs by thy leruaũtes / pꝛo⸗ 
phetes / apoſtels / and other doctours. And J yelde vnto the 
thankynges ageyn creatour c redemer of mankynde which 
haſt declared thy great charyte vnto all the woꝛlde: and halt 
pꝛepared this royal (oup in the whyche thou haſt nat purpo⸗ 
led to be eten the kyguratyue lambe: but thy mooſt holy bo⸗ 
dy Xpzecyous blode reioylinge all thy creatures by that ho⸗ 
leeſt and ſwetely fulfillynge theym wyth that helthetull cha 
leys wherein be hydde all the delytes and ioyes of paradyſe 
And the holy aungels be kedde wyth vs wyth lwetneſſe mo⸗ 
che plentuous, O howe greate and honoꝛable is the offyce of 
preſtys: to whome is gyuen power to conlecrate by dyuyne 


woꝛdes to bleſſe with their lippes to holde with their handes 


receyue wyth their mowthes / t to mynyſter vnto other the 
loꝛde ct god ol all maieſtye. O howe clene ought to be the han 
des: howe pure the mouthe / howe holy the body / & howe vn 
defyled the hert of a pꝛeeſt. vnto whome lo often entreth the 
auctoꝛ of all puryte, Certeynly from the mouth of a pꝛeſt ou 


ble that ſo often recevueth the lacraniẽt of the hooly body of 


ieſu cryſt.his iyen ought to be ſymple c l hamelaſt that ſo cu⸗ 


ſtomably beholdeth the holy body. The handes pure tolykte 
bp vntoheuen: whyche handeleth the creatoure ol heuen / a 
erthe. Foꝛ ſpecially to a pꝛeſt it is ſaide in thela we. be ye holy 
fo2 I vour loꝛde god am holy. O god oipotent: thy grace be 
vnto vs helpynge ſo that we whyche haue taken the office of 
pꝛeſthode may reuerently e deuoutly ſerue the wyth all puri 
* -- texgodecolcience,#if we may nat lyue in lo great innocecy 
bl lyte as we ought to do: gyue vs grace at the leeſt that we 
may wepe d ſoꝛowe the euylles that we haue cõmytted / and 


krom hend foxth ſtrongly lerue the with erent cage. 


C wyth howe great dyligence he ought to ppapꝛe dnnn 
d. xii. 


that ſhulde receyucthe ſacrament ofieſucryſ}, 


Ye 


{7 


ght no wozdeto pcede but that that werehoneſt/ and ꝓfyta 


done: ſo that ĩ ſpũal mekenes c purpoſe of gode will we may 


krende. It is koꝛ trouth that thou 


nekytes of that riche man: but lwetely / mekely tothanke 
hym he wolde doit. ſo oughteſt thou to do dilygẽtly as mo 
che as is in the: # nat by cuſtome oz neceſſyte: But with all 
dꝛede / reuerence / & alfeccion. Thou oughteſt totale the blel 
ſyd body of our loꝛde god: lyth that it lyſtethe hym to come 
vntothe. Certeynly Jam he that calleththe: & J haue cõ⸗ 
maũded it ſo to be done / a J c hall ſupplye that faylethi ithe 
wherkoꝛe come c recevue me. whan ĩ that doynge Jgyue 
VFntothe grace ot deu ocõn:pelde thou thankes vnto me thy 
| god. at thynkinge that thou art woꝛthy therok of thyſelt 


grace whan thou woldeſf;but fele thy ſelfe drye / & vnluſty: 
pet contpnue thy oꝛylon with ſoꝛowfullwepynge / t#lmyte 
at my doze withouteceaſynge vntothetyme thou map re⸗ 


() Urelozde ſaith Ithe louer of puryte r the liberal gy- 
uer ot all holynes: I ſerch the pure clene herte a there 
wyll I reſt, Make redy than loꝛ methy herte / x halbe we 
thethan:as I was with my dilcyples. At eſter J (halcome 
t dwell with the if thou wylt: but than it behouethe the to 
midify tt clenſe the habytaconofthy hert kro all ſynnes: le⸗ 
ue all brute ⁊ noyſe ofthe woꝛlde with all thy vyces / ⁊ inclo 
le ᷑ ſhet the in thy chamber as doth a lolytary byꝛde vnder 
the eueſynges of an hous. x remeber all the exceſſe x all thy 
defautescomytted? wyth all thy loule # bitternes of herte. 


knowen with what gode alkeccion he receyuethe hys ſayde 
u oughteſt to vnderſtande 
that thou maiſt nat ſatiſfycby any meryte oꝛ labour ot thy 


ſelfe: nat and thou dydeſt labour with the beſt ofthy power 
by a hole yere though thou hadeſt none other thynge to do. 


But thou ſ halt vnderſtande that by my only power #gra- 


te: it is pmytted a graũted to the to come vnto my table. x 


ifa poꝛe man were called vnto the table ofa riche loꝛde: and 
the poꝛe man had non other thige to gyue ageyne foꝛ the be⸗ 


but that I haue had mercy okthe. and it thou haue nat that 


Foz a gode krende wyll make redy tohis welbeloued krende 
à gode & apleſaũt place to d well in / ⁊ in that doyuge is well 


tepue alytell crome oꝛ dꝛop of heithkull grace. c knowe it of 
ttouth thou haſt noche nede of me: and J haue none of the 
Thou comeſt nat to lanctytie me:dut am hethat (hal ſan 
ctyiye the / xa make the better to the ende that thou mayſt be 
vnight with ine to receyue newe grace # ꝓpole amendment 
Be nat ĩ wyll to deterre my grace: but with all dyligence pꝛe 
payꝛe thy hertetoreceyue withi the thy louynge loꝛde. x nat 
only thys ppayze the befoze thy comunyon/ but allomayn⸗ 
teyne d kepe the after the receyuynge olthy laide holy lacra 
ment ĩ that lame deuocion in as moche as thou mayſt. Foꝛ 
thou oughteſt to haue no leſſe dilygence than thou haddeſt a 
foe, Foz the gode a dyligent kepynge ok thy loule alter the 
receyuynge of the blellyd ſacrament is a gode pparacyon to 
obteyns the moꝛe great grace. And they vt lo donat: ſhewe 
them lelfe greatly euyll dilpoled / whan they abando wu the 
lelfe ſo ſone x ſo largely to outwarde ſolace ⁊ in warde plea⸗ 
ſurce. wherkoꝛe kepe the from great bꝛute x lpckinge/ x aby 
deithe lecrete graces # frutes of thy god. koꝛ thou haſt hym 
that all the woꝛlde may nat take away / x J am he to whom 
thou oughteſt to gyue theby luche maner / that from henl⸗ 
foth thou lyue nomoꝛe in thy ſelte: but in me onlõv. 
C Howe the deuoute loule ought eflectuoul ly with all hys 
herte to be vuyght vnto Jelu cryſt. Ca . xiij. 
Loꝛde who ſhall yelde vnto me that J may kynde y* 
lole / & that J may open to yꝭ all my hert / ioy with y* 
azmy poze loule deſp;eth/ that here be no creature to be⸗ 
holde me: but thou alone to ſpeke to me / æ tothe gode loꝛd 
3s ot cuſtome one frende ſpeketh to another lectetly: hereof 
Ideſire c pꝛav peloꝛd ielſu to thẽde yt I may fully bevnight 
vnto vit withdzawe my hert fro all other create thinges:y* 
Imap the ſoner lerne the eknall a heuẽly thiges by the mea 
ne ofthe receyuynge ofthysholy ſacramet. Alas my goode 
loꝛde whã ſhal I be vnight ⁊ gadꝛed all hole ĩ xꝰ / a vttly fox 
gete myſelte. thou art ĩ me /ã I wt ye. thus aſſebled / make 
vs dwelltogedF pꝛay y</truly thou art my choſe c beloued 


. Clozd/aithath 
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pleaſedthy benygne grate to be inhabited in ny ſoule all the 
dayes of my lyfe. Thou art my peaſyble weal: in whome is 
ſouerayne peas #true reſt; wythoute the there is no thynge 
but labour / ſoꝛo we / a infinyte mylery, Thou my god art clo 
ſed c hyd in the coũſell of thy famylyars: which be nat comu 
ne to the euyll folkes, ¶ But thy lam pliar ſpekynge is with 
the meke and lymple folkes, O loꝛde howe goods / howe be⸗ 
nygne ã ſwete is thy ſpyꝛyte: whiche to thende thou mayſte 
ſhewe vntothe lõnes ; chyldꝛen thy lwetnes: haſt vouched 
ſaue to rełrelſhe them ageyne gyues to theym refeccion ot 
thy right lwete bꝛed deſcendid from heuen. Certeynly there 
is none other ſo greate a nacyon lackynge of Cryſtys feythe 
that hath their goddys lo nere vnto theym as thou arte our 
god and loꝛde to all thy feythtull cryſten People: to whome 
thou gyueſt thy bleſlyd body to ete koꝛ their dayly comkoꝛt / x 
toreyle their hertes to hyghe celeſtyall thynges. O what o⸗ 
ther kolkes be there ſo noble as be the cryſten people. oz what 
creature is there ſo ſtrongly beloued vndeꝛ heuen as is the de 
uoute ſoule i whome god entreth # gyueth fedyngẽ with his 
owneglozyousfleſſhexblode.D grace ineſtymable #marue 
lous wozthynes, O loue wythoute melure / ſingleriy lhew⸗ 
ed vnto man. But what (hall J velde vnto god / a wherwith 
ſhall I recompente thys lo great grace and charyte. Truely 
there is nothynge Jmay gyue inoꝛe agreable to hys mercy 
thanne to Joyne my herte perkytely vntohym. And whan 
my ſouleſc hall be pfytely vnyght wyth hym: Thanne (hall 
my in warde ꝑtpes iov. And than my loꝛde will ſay vnto me 
Jfthou wylt be wyth me J wyll be wyth the. And IJ hall 
anl were hym blelſyd loꝛde J beleche the dwell wyth me: ko 
all the delyꝛe of my herte is to be with the inſepably without 

„777 ͤ ũ49ñ: noob 

¶ Vkthe bꝛennynge delyꝛe that ſome creatures haue in the 
blelſyd body of our loꝛde ieſu cryſſt. Ca xi. 
Com great is the multytude of thy lwetnelſe / 

/ which thou haſt hyd koꝛ them that drede the. whan 


* . 
* 


einebe me ö many deuoute plones: yfhathe come to this 

thy holy ſacramẽt with lo great feruẽt acteccõn / a deuoclon 
Jam than many tymes i my ſelkecdkuſe / x haue greatẽ (ha 
me that J go vntothe aulter c table of that holy comuttys 
on ſo rudely with lo colde deuociõ / e am ſo drye without al⸗ 
feccio ofhert, am abaſſhed that J am nat all hole ĩtlamed 
ithyß lente / c lo ſtrongly dꝛawen xcffabliſhed as many go 
de deuoute ꝑſones hath ben. whyche by the great deſyze of 
this holy ſacrament x ſenlibleloue ol hert myght nat rote y 
ne ne witholde them from wepynge . But effectuouſly we 
mouth / hert /r body tame vnto that good loꝛdeꝛas to the ly 
ayngefoitayic ot all bountie / & may nat aͤtteyne to fulfyll 
their hungre: but it they take thy holy body whiche they ſo 
deſiorouſip / affecconally/e# ſpũally may receyue . O truc / x 
beuygne keyth of theym that puably lheweth the oznamck 
ofthy holy p ente. To theym is verely ko wen theyr god ĩ 
bickpngrorbzede/whych bzenneth and bzoyleth ſoltrongly 
the hertes ofthepm in the loue of Jelu cryſt. Certeynly lu⸗ 
che alfection / deuocion / aud vehenient bꝛennynge loue is far 
from me. O good ſwete and benygne Jelu be vnto meppte 
dis / and redytogyne and graunte to thy pode begger lom⸗ 
tymetd ſele alptell ot᷑ that hertely tout / and affeccion in the 
receyupnge of thy holy body: to thende that my feyth may 
be the moꝛe kerme: and my hope moꝛe pfight in thy bountie 
and my charite ſomtyme lopiightly inflamed that J may 
eppeniently haue the heuenlx manna that neuer may fayle, 
Ia we certeynly the myght of thy mercy may lende me 
h grote ſo moche dely2ed/x vilitemebenygly with a bꝛen 
apuge{pirytc whan the day ok thy godepleaſute lhal comme 
And though J be nat iflamed with lo great deſire of thy ſpe 
all deyoute thynges; vet haue J deſire dy thy grate tobe i 
flamed with that dꝛennynge louie. Pꝛapnge the goodelozd 
that Imap be made partyner wyth all ſuche thy taruentio 
ners: andthat J may be noumbzed in their deuoute compa 
Rp. Amen. — 5 
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dilozdinat louc oꝛ pleſure to anycreatthynges of al y*Wozl 
de he ts moſt mete to receyuethe gyft ol deũocton. Foz eurt 
loꝛd gaue his bleſlynge there / where he fondethe veſſels cles 


C How mekely thou oughteſh to beſeche the grace ol deuo⸗ 
con and to renonnce chr iyi... Cap. xv. 
W %- behouethe the inſtsuntly to ſeche the grace ol deuo 

pon / to aſtze iuceſſaũtly to abyde it pacientip fayth 
tulp / ioioully to receyue it / mekely to cõſerue.ã with that 


ſtudioully to remitte vnto god ve tyme a ve maner oł his ſo 


uerapnevilitacõn / vnto the tyme his plealute hetocome vn 
tothe. p2icipally thou oughteſt to meke ye / whẽ thou keliſt 
but lytel deuocõn within the. a koz al y*thou oughteſtnot to 
late thy ſelfto fall /oꝛ ſoꝛo we to mache inoꝛdynatly. Foz ful 
often our hleſiyd loꝛd ina ſhoꝛt momẽt gyueth y* wich by 
kore he hath longe tyme deyyed; Alko lomtyme he grueh at 
the ende ol prayours y he did deferre at y*begynnyng ol y* 
ſame, It al way grace were lo lone geuẽ y*amanmyghtha 
ue it at his wyll oz wyſſhe / it ſholde not be ealely bozne of a 
weyk x (npfect ſoule. And therfaz.in gode hope 4 meke pack 
ence the grace of deuocid oughtiThealideugthou oughtes 
to ipute it vnto thy ſelf # to thy ſynnes / when it is not geus 
vnto the oꝛ whe it is ſecretely take away fzomthelomtyme 
alptel thyng it is that may let 02 hide tby grace vl yt max be 
called litel that letteh ſo giet a vayll. But be it lytel oꝛ great 
yl thou take vt lame qway e pkectly ouertome it thou thalt 
obteyne that thou delixeſt oꝛ incotinet that thou with al thy 
hert haſte geuen thy (clfe to god. Ind therkoze leche not this 
naa yt᷑ at thy pleaſure but put the hole in the handes ol god 
Thou ſhalt certeniy fynde thy ſxlt vnyght voto hym / a in 
great peas ot thy loule. Fo; ther is no thyng/y* ought tobe 
ſo lauer a plelaũt / as is the pleaſure # dyuyne wyll ok god 
Than who ſomeuer lift vp his intent vnto god with a lim 
ple perfecte hert / lo vopde hym q make hym naked from al 


ne # voyd. Ind the mozeperfectly that any renoũce moꝛtiſi 
delpyle a contempne theym lylke x al the towe thynges / dhe 
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 ſoner grace ſhall entre a copioully aboũd ſo that he ſhal fele 


his hert lyft vp as though it were ſet in a fredom and thẽ he 


ſhal le his hert largely habounde / z meruclouſly Jop with 
i hym ſylfe foz that the hand of god ſhal be ouer hin and he 
fhal ſubmptte him ae in to his holy handes. And 
lo ſhall the man be blellyd that lecheth god w# all his hert & 
his loule (hall be taken in vayne wezkes, But luche one cer 
teynly in the receyuynge the holy body of Ihelu Cryſte me 
ryteth and deſeryeth the grace ol deuyne vnyon vnto god, 
¶ Foz he beholdeth not only hys p:opze deuocpon and cons 
ſolacyon; but the great honoure and glory of god. 


C Howe we ought toſhewe our neceſſytets vnto Jeſucry- 
ſte / aud aſke hym benynge grace, Cap(.xvt, 
6 ryght lwete a moſt belouede loꝛde / whyche Jnow de 

U (vre toreceyue, Thou good loꝛd knoweſt the lekenes 
of loule / and necelſſyte that J luffre, In what euilles 3 vy- 
ces Illepyngly am put. How often greuyd.temptyd,trow 
bled and dyllolute. Þ come vnto the loꝛde to haue conlola⸗ 
ton and coinfozte, Iſpeke to the loꝛde thou knoweſt al my 
lecrete and in warde thoughtes / whyche be man xkeſte / aud 
open vnto the. It is thou only that perfectly mayeſt heipe 
me foz thou knowelte whate is vnto me necelſlary: and of 
what goodes aboue all other J haue moſte nede. 
¶ Albeyt J am pooz in vertu: alas pet mercyfull loꝛde be⸗ 
holde me beynge here before the pooꝛ and naked:demaũdin 
ge pitedully thy lwete grace and mercy. And gyue thy poꝛe 
begger that dyeth foꝛ hungre / lome ol thy heuenly refeccon 
and chate my colde herte wyth the brennynge flame of thy 
loue. And illumyne me that am blinded and maye not lee: 
with that clerenes of thy pꝛelence. ¶ Take away from my 
thought: al the evthely and in wardiye thynges: and turne 
theym vnto me and make me thynke theym fowle and byt 
ter and alle greuous and contrarye thynges vnto me., 


¶ And they that mape plealethe: A ape take allo in pita 
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ſtre, And all erthely creat thynges to haue in oblyuyon / & 
redꝛeſſe my herte towardis the into heuen. And late me nat 
waner noꝛ erre vpon erthẽe:but thou only to be my lwetnes 
ct conſolacdõn: my mete and dꝛynke: my loue c all my ioy:ſo 
that my wyll be chaũged. inflamed and bꝛenne all vntothe. 
Sothat I may be made a ſpirite# inwardly vnyght vnto 
the: by grace and bꝛennynge loue. and luffre me nat bleſſid 
ſauyourtodepte from the —_ and dꝛye with hunger / 
and thurſt:but do with me mercitullyꝛas often as thou haſt 
done maruelouſly in thy holy leruaũtes. what marueyle is 
it vnto me that J am nat all inflamed in the:leynge y thou 
art the bꝛennynge kyꝛe al wey illumynynge and lightnynge 
the vnderſtandynge of the creatures, 


¶ Okt the bꝛennynge loue and great affercdn that we chuld 
haue to receyue our ſauyour cryſt ieſu. Cap. xvij. 
F I Lo2degodi ſoueravne deuocõn bzennynge loue / and 
all faruentalfeccon otherte. J deſyre as many other 
holy / a deuout plones hath delyꝛed to receyue: which hathe 
ben greatly plelaũt vnto the holynes of their lyfe by greate 
deuocyon, O my god and eternall loue c my eternall felyti 
te. I bye right great deſire wyllhe to receyue the as woꝛthe 
ly / and as reuerẽtly as euer dyd any of thy holy ſeruaũtes. 
All be it that J am nat wozthy to haue logreat felynges of 
deuocion: vet offre J vnto the thalfeccons ot my herte as ve 
rely as though IJ had all the bꝛẽnynge c klamynge deſyꝛes 
that they had, Allo J gyue c oltre vnto the in ſouerayne re 
erence + veneracon: all that a goode debouneir herte may = 
conteyne, And will nat noꝛ couete to reſerue any thynge to 
my ſelte: but offre and make lacrytice vntothe wyth free / R 
pꝛight will in y lelfe wyth all my goodys, Lo2de god my cre 
ature & redemer this day J delire to recevue the with luche 
alteccion / reuerece / pꝛavlynige / honour / wozthynes / and loue 
t ſuche kepth hope / putyte as thy right holy moderz glozy 
cus virgyn Marp contepued the; whanne ſhe anlwered 


mehkely a deuoutly vnto thaũgel y'ſhewed vnto hyr the ho⸗ 
ly myſtery ot the incarnacon okthe: the ſon orgod. ¶ Sc he⸗ 
re the hande mayde of god / ſo be it done az thou haſt layde. 
And the right excellent pꝛecurſoꝛ laynt Johñ Baptyſte that 
wyth great Joy ſpꝛange in thy pꝛelence by inſpyꝛacyon ot y⸗ 
holy gooſt thanne beynge wythin the wombe of his moder. 
And afterwarde beholdynge the Jeſu walkynge mekely a |! | 
wongemenhegreatly mekynge hym lelke to the lame wyth 
à deuoute mynde ſaide. The frende ofthe lpoule ſtandethe x 
harkeneth æ wyth comfoꝛt Joyes kfoꝛ to here the voyce ofthe 
ſpouſe, And ſo I wyllhe to be inklamed with great a holy de 
ſyꝛe / & with all my herte pꝛelent me vnto the: koꝛ that J gy 
ue c oltre vnto the foꝛ me / c fo all them that be recomended 
vnto mp papers: all the Jubilacons otdeuoute hertis with | 
bꝛennynge alleccions: thaterceſſyue thoughtes: the hye and 
ſpũall illumynacõns / « the heuenly viſions with all the ver 
tues & pꝛaiſynges as well celebzate as to be celebꝛate of all v: | 
creatures ofheuen & erthe: to thende that thou loꝛde be woꝛ⸗ 

thely pꝛavled #ppetually glozifyed of all creatures:beſechin | 
ge thelozde to receyue my pꝛayers ⁊̃ delyꝛes of thy infynyte | 
beyediccions ⁊ pꝛaylinges withoute ende: which right willy | 
be due vnto the alter the great habiidaunce # multytude ob 
thy ineſtymable magnikicence. And lo my deſyre is to pelde 
vnto the at all houres x all momẽtis ot tyme/ ⁊ lo I delire & 
beleche all the heuenly ſpirites with all feythfull criſten creeꝛ⸗ 
tures koꝛ to yclde vnto the pꝛayſinges. with effectuous pray ! 
ers: all the vnyuerlall people pꝛayſe the. All generacyons cx 
kyndes magnykye thy holy and lwete name in great Joy / e 
bzennynge deuocyon.⁊ that they that celebꝛatys that right |! 
hye and holy lacrament / c receyueth it in playne feythe / and 
Areat reuerence ⁊ deuocion: may merite towardes the / and | 
kynde grace d mercy. And foꝛ me wꝛetched lynner J meke⸗ 
ly beleche the whan J hall haue a taſt of that lwete vnion e 
deuocõn ſo moche wyllhed x delired:that J may befulfijled 
t ked ſo meruelouſly at that heuenly x holy table: that at my 


ſynner in thy petvous remembꝛaumte. 
¶ That a man ſhulde nat be to curyous a inquilitoꝛ of that 
holy ſacramet: but a meke folo wer of Cryſt ieſu in ſubmyt- 
tynge his reaſon # felynge to the holy feyth, Ca. x vii. 


on of the right ꝓkounde ſacrament if thou wylt nat be 
conforided in thy pꝛoper vite / and dꝛowned in the deppeth of 
opynyons, Foꝛ he that wyll inquy?e of the hye mageſtye of 
god he lhall anone be oppꝛeſſed x thruſt do wne from yẽ glo 
ry of the ſame, God may open inoꝛe than man may vnder⸗ 
ſtande. The deuoute c meke inquiſicyon oftrouth is al wey 
redy tobe doctryned and taught. And ik thou ſtudy to goo 
bythe holy / true / and entyer ſentẽces ot holy faders:it is nat 
repꝛouable: but well tobe pꝛayſed. And that ſympleneſle is 
well to be pꝛayled: that leueth the wayes of dyfficultyes / & 
queſtyons / and goeth by the playne / and fermepathe of the 
cõmaundementes ot god. Many hath loſt their deuocyon: 
in ſechynge ſo belily thehye inſpekable thynges. ¶ It is 
vnoughe to demaunde of the faſt keyth. pure / and clene lyte 
aͤnd nat the hye and ſubtyll pꝛofounde myſterics of god. foꝛ 
it thou may nat compꝛehende and vnderſtande that:that is 
within the: howe mayſt thou thanne vnderſtande thynges 
that be aboue the, Subiuytte the than mekely vnto god / + 
all thy vnderſtandynge to the fcyth of holy churche / and ye 
light of true ſcyence ſhall be gyuen vnto the as l hall be to y 
mooſt neceſſary and pꝛotytable. Some ve greatly tempted 
wyth the feyth of that holy ſacrament: but that is nat to be 
reputed vnto theym: but rather vnto that curſed ennemye 
the fende. And koz that lette nat thy good wyll / noz dyſpute 
nat in thy thoughtes: noꝛ anſ were nat to the doubtes that 
the ennempe ok hell bꝛyngeth befoꝛe the / but kermby truſt in 


FF the wordesof god. and bylenein ſapntes/andholy pzophe- 


tes: and than (hall that curled ennempe ſone lle from the 
a Itisoften pytable: that the ſeruauntes of god luffre x ſus 


deptynge from thens: thou gode loꝛde wyll hauẽ me pooze = 


- 


T behoues the to kepe the from to curyous inquyſicy 


ſteyne ſuche aſſaultss. Fo: theennemye tepteth nat the myl 
creauntes / x vnfeythfull people: no: alſo the great lynners 
that he ſuerly holdeth x polledeth: but he tempteth / trauay 
leth / and toꝛmenteth in dyuers maners the goode kayth ful 
and cryſten creatures. Ind therkoꝛe kepe the alweyes with 
meke true keyth. ⁊ doubte the nonght: but come vato thys 
holy ſacram t wyth lo wly reuerẽce. And that thou mayſt 
nat vnderſtãde: cõmytte it vnto almyghty god / foꝛ he (hall 
nat diſceyue the. But he ſhall be diſceyued: that to moche 
truſteth in hym ſelfe, God walked wyth the lymple people 
and ſhewed hym lelfe openly vnto the meke. 
derſtandynge vnto them that were poze in ſpyzite , And he 
hydde hys grace and ſecretes from theymthat were pꝛou⸗ 
de / hygh / and curvous. Foz the humayne reaſon may light 
ly arre and be dilceyued: but the true feyth may neuer dyl⸗ 
ceyue noꝛ fayle. All realon and naturall inquylicvyon ought 
to kolowe Feythe: wythoute farther Realonynge. ¶ Falte 
keyth / and true loue ſurmounteth all curyous inquilicpon: 
pꝛyncipally in thys mater. And maruelouſly openeth to vn 
derſtandynge in ſecrete maner: ot this holy and right excel⸗ 
lent lacrament. ¶ O eternall god and wythoute melure of 
myght and bounte: whiche haſt made the inkynyte greate / 
and wonderfull thynges in the heuen / c erthe whiche none 
is (uſkicycnt to enquyze / vnderſtande / oz kynde the lecretes 
ofthy ſo maruelous werkes. #therkoze they be called ineſti 
mable: foꝛ mannys reaſon nouther may noꝛ can compꝛehẽ⸗ 

de thy werkys. To whome gode loꝛde aluiyghty;begyuen 
laude ⁊̃ pꝛavſynge wythouten ende. Amen. 
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